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I. Set Up 

II. Intro: 

A. Curtains? Seriously? Curtains? Drapes? Veils? There is an entire chapter in the Bible 
about curtains? And we are supposed to care? 

1. Our national debt is over $34 trillion. 
2. There are wars in Ukraine and the Middle East. Xi has designs on Taiwan. 
3. We are marching towards an unthinkable election.   
4. We’d probably be more worried about cyber threats and AI if we understood 
them, but we don’t.  
5. You know of at least three friends with cancer, and you are not feeling so 
well yourself.  
6. Your marriage has been better. You’re behind on sleep and email, and your 
doctor has told you that you really have to do something about your blood pressure. 
And… curtains. 
7. You show up at church. Looking for a little help. A little transcendence. An 
answer to prayer. Hope.  Energy. Something. And the passage is on curtains.  

B. Why should you care about curtains? Why does God fill His Book with a chapter on 
curtains. 

C. Welcome to Christ Church. I hope you had a good week. I hope you are finding joy 
amidst the struggles. Enjoying friends and the blue skies.  

III. I actually think Exodus 26 might surprise you. This is the 20th message from our series in 
Exodus. We have 14 to go. 

A. The Jews are out of Egypt and God is now working to get Egypt out of them - to 
shape them – form them:  

1. So that they can step more fully into his presence; 
2. So that they can step more fully into their role as “a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation” – so that represents him to others; 
3. So that they are positioned to survive – because it will be nearly a thousand 
years before Jesus – the Word of God – will become flesh as one of them.  Most 
tribes, nations, cultures do not last that long. They are either overrun or they self-
destruct long before then. God needs the Jews to last. 

B. And there is something here for us. We also want to step more fully into his 
presence. To be people who represent him well.  

IV. The section we are in is an extended one. It’s the topic that gets the most ink in the 
Pentateuch. Exodus 25 – 31 focuses on the instructions God gives to Moses about the Tabernacle. 

A. It’s not what we would expect right here. What we sort of expect is that God will 
give Moses the Ten Commandments. We do not expect a 40 day – a six chapter – 
monologue by God, full of details about a building.  

B. He calls Moses up - through the clouds and the fire, perhaps into heaven. And He 
shows Moses – if not an actual Temple in heaven - a model of what He wants Moses to 
build.1 

V. Last week: 
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A. I noted that God wasn’t having the Tabernacle built because he needed a place to 
live – he certainly was not going to be contained in any place they could build for him.2 What 
he wanted was a building that made it clear to his people that he was right there in the center 
of camp. HERE IS A PICTURE of the Tabernacle. And HERE is a picture of it’s location.  
He was not going to live on a mountain that they only occasionally journeyed to. He was 
setting up shop right in the center of camp. 

B. Last week I noted that although this is the most important building ever built – more 
significant than the Parthenon, the Pyramids or the Taj Mahal – that it was not very big.3  

C. I noted that the design was important because it was full of symbolism that taught 
people about God, about themselves and about approaching God. 

D. Last week I noted that the plans started in the very center – with the ark of the 
covenant in the Holy of Holies - the gold box designed to hold the Ten Commandments. 
We looked at that.  

E. Last week I rehearsed the history of the tabernacle and the history of the ark, and 
then I ended by noting that:  

1. it pointed ahead to Jesus. It was yet another thing that we only fully 
understand once Jesus comes. I noted the play on words in John 1:14 – that says that 
the word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. Noting that the word used here 
for dwelt is the word for tabernacle. So lest we be a bit slow, we would eventually 
understand that Jesus is the true and better tabernacle.  
2. And then I directed you to Paul’s argument in I Corinthians 6:19 that if we 
are in Christ we become the new Temple.  (It’s a call to sexual purity). 

VI. This week: curtains. Let me read – Exodus 26:1 

A. Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen and blue, purple 
and scarlet yarn – the colors were likely chosen to point to certain things.  

1. Blue is associated with heaven. You might remember that it was mentioned 
in Exodus 24, when Moses, Aaron, and the 70 elders went up the 
mountain to meet with God, they reported that the  pavement stones he 
was standing on were made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky. 1 
2. Purple is the color of royalty. It was the most expensive color  to create 
back then, so only the most wealthy could afford it . It was code for 
wealth and royalty.  
3. And red is the color of blood – of which there is much in the Old Testament 
and around the altar. 

B. With cherubim woven into them by a skilled worker - these are the guardian 
angels that we first see in Genesis but which are also on the top of the Ark.  More were to 
be woven (or embroidered into) the tent to capture the image of heaven and to suggest that 
this space was guarded and restricted.  

C.  V2: All the curtains are to be the same size - twenty-eight cubits long and 
four cubits wide – that is roughly 6’ by 42’. 
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D. V3: the people are to join five of the curtains together, and do the same with 
the other five. Make loops of blue material along the edge of the end curtain in one 
set, and do the same with the end curtain in the other set. Make 50 loops on one 
curtain and 50 loops on the end curtain of the other set, with the loops opposite each 
other. Then make 50 gold clasps and use them to fasten the curtains together so that 
the tabernacle is a unit. 

E. I am dropping down now to verse 31:  Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim woven into it by a skilled worker. Hang 
it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold and standing on 
four silver bases. Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the covenant 
law behind the curtain. The curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy 
Place. This is an important veil.  It’s called “the veil of the screen.”  

1. We learn more about it later in Exodus;4  
2. Josephus writes about the veil in the Temple.  
3. And in the Talmud – the central Rabbinic text full of commentary of the 
Bible. In the Talmud we read that the Temple Veil (this is later) was 3 stories high, 4 
inches thick and required 100 priests to move it.5 

VII. There is more. A lot more. There are six chapters of this. And there are people who have sat 
with these passages for a long time, reflecting on them, building models of this, studying the models 
and then pointing out things we can learn. And I am glad they have. I have read more than a few of 
these and learned things. 

A. I suspect there is something to their suggestion that the tabernacle – which was to 
represent a bit of heaven on earth – was also to remind them of the Garden of Eden. 

B. I suspect there is something to the idea that the tabernacle looked normal on the 
outside – that it masked how special it was on the inside – not unlike Jesus (the God-man).  

C. I suspect there is something to their suggestion that the second curtain was made of 
goats’ hair to make the Jews think of the atonement.6 

D. I got a lot out of the many reflections made about this passage, but I found myself 
moved by a handful of things.  

VIII. First: the fact that God had them build this in the first place.  Not that there was a tabernacle 
– but that the creator did not create it, he worked through them to create it.  

A. When I first read Exodus 26 outloud – which can help you hear things - I was struck 
by all the verbs.  The word that really jumped out at me was the “make,” which occurs 20 
times.  

1. Make the tabernacle… Make loops of blue material… make fifty gold 
clasps… Make curtains of goat hair. Join, fasten, make; hammer, make, fasten, 
fasten, hang, make, cast, hang, make, make, make 

B. The One who spoke the Universe into existence could have made the tabernacle in a 
lot less time than it took Him to explain it to Moses. He didn’t.  Why not? Well, part of the 
reason had to be to give us a chance to participate in the project.  

C. Indeed, I read one commentator who argued that God cared less for the building 
itself than He did the building of the building, because we are formed by what we do. 
Maybe.   

D. We will see more about this later in Exodus. The Holy Spirit is going to empower 
the artists so that the Tabernacle rises to a new level of beauty. 
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E. Right now, I will simply note that all of which speaks to the goodness of work.  

F. Many think of work as a bad thing. As punishment. As a have to. No. No. No. Work 
is cursed. It is harder than it has to be. And we all experience that.  

G. Work is harder than it has to be. But it is a good thing and we will work in heaven.  

H. Work – creating, serving, doing, making – these are “get tos” not “have tos.”   

I. At some point you may not need to work for money, but we do need to work - to 
serve, to have a purpose, to make things better for others.  

J. One of the areas of focus for the Lakelight Institute is the goodness of work. We 
want to help people think rightly about work and about how the specific vocation they have 
been called to. Indeed, one of the big things we hosted in our inaugural year was called The 
Good Work Summit.  

K. One of the things I was moved by from Exodus 26 was that God allowed his people 
to build the tabernacle. 

IX. The second I am struck by is the way the tabernacle foreshadows the incarnation. The way 
this building points to Jesus. 

A. I mentioned John 1:14 – The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. The Latin 
word for flesh is carnos. The claim – the big, big claim – is that God reaches down.  Indeed, 
the God becomes one of us.  He bridges the gap in the most shocking of ways. In the 
fulness of time, God the Son added humanity to deity. While remaining fully God he became 
fully man.  The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us. 

B. The tabernacle speaks to God showing up in camp. He does not remain distant.  

C. Now, there are barriers that remain – all the curtains and veils and flaps speak to the 
fact that we can’t casually walk into his presence. The building is making both points – God 
is here in camp, but I cannot casually wander into his presence.  

X. Third, I am moved – again – by the humility of God. The Incarnation – the creator 
becoming part of the creation – points to this. So does this small fort. 

A. His people are without a land. They are wandering around like nomads. And so He 
wanders with them in the tent of a nomad. There is a sense in which he says, make me a tent 
like the Bedouins have and I will show up.   

B. If you travel in the Holy Land, you still see Bedouin tents.  They are not much to see.  

C. We need to see the humility of God as a call to be humble.  
1. Matthew 11:30 instructs us, “Come to me all you who are weary and heavy 
laden and I will give you rest, because I am gentle and humble of heart.”  
2. Of course the big incarnation passage also speaks of this. Phile 2:5-11. Have 
this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  

D. Let’s not miss the Tabernacle as an advertisement of God’s humility. 

E. Let’s not miss that Jesus showing up as a baby was not the first time God humbled 
himself.  

XI. Fourth, I am struck by the importance of worship. 

A. Back in Exodus 3, God did not instruct Moses to say to Pharaoh: 
1. “Let my people go.” 
2. Or, “Let them go free.”  
3. Or, “Let them go free so that they might worship.” 
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4. He said, “Let my people go so that they may worship me!” 

B. We cannot miss this and thrive. There are two really important concepts here: 
1. The first is that we were made to worship God,  and if we do not worship 
him we will worship something lesser and be smaller as a result. We cannot help but 
worship. We need to worship God. Not because he needs it, he does not. (I put a CS 
Lewis quote about this in the newsletter on Friday). God does not need our worship 
anymore than I need my dark barking approval of my books. We are shaped by what 
we worship and the only way to be who we were made to be is to worship God.  
2. The second has to do with freedom. We really, really, really need to 
understand freedom and we do not. It’s not an easy concept. People think only 
about the rights but do not understand what it means, what lies behind them or what 
is required to keep them. 

C. I am struck by the way the design of the tabernacle instructs us on how to worship 
God. 

1. What it teaches us about how God is to be approached – how we are to 
prepare ourselves to enter into his presence.  

XII. So, I am struck by the celebration of work, and the tabernacle as a way to foreshadow Jesus. 
I am struck by God’s humility and by the importance of worship.  And the last thing I was struck by 
is that all of this talk about curtains is just a set up for the end of the Gospel – when God rips the 
Temple Veil in half.  

A. In Matthew 27:45f we read this about the crucifixion: 
1. From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the 
land. About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?”).  
2. 47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s 
calling Elijah.” 
3. 48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine 
vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, “Now 
leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 
4. 50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his 
spirit. 
5. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split  and the tombs broke open. The 
bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out 
of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared 
to many people. 
6. 54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus 
saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and 
exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 

B. By the way, they were not alone. In Acts 6 we are told that “a great many of the 
priests became obedient to the faith.” 

1. Both the soldiers at the crucifixion site and the priests working in the Temple 
were both persuaded that the death of Jesus changed everything and became Christ 
followers.  
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C. There is so much in this passage to ponder, I only want to focus on verse 51, which 
tells us that at the moment Jesus died: the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top 
to bottom. 

1. Remember, this was not a bed sheet. It was 4 inches thick and 15’ high. This 
was the veil carefully designed to keep anyone from looking in on God.  And when 
Jesus died, God took it down.  

D. And so – in Christ – we can approach God in confidence. Do not miss the “in 
Christ part,” but in Christ we can approach God in confidence, which is what the writer of 
Hebrews declares.  In Hebrews 10:19 we read: 

1. Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the 
Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us 
through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God,  let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full 
assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a 
guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold 
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  And let 
us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encourage-
ing one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

E. Jesus – our High Priest – has made a way for us.  It was not by going into the Holy 
of Holies on the Day of Atonement, offering a sacrifice for his sins and then for the nations 
– it was by laying down his life for us and ripping the curtain in two. Men and women, we 
draw near to God the father through God the Son. 

XIII. So… back to the curtains.  Why should I care about curtains? They teach us about God and 
about ourselves and about how we were to approach God – but now we think about them to better 
understand Christ. And when we do that – and realize the blessings that are ours in Christ – 
forgiveness of sins, eternal life – that changes everything.  
 

A. Let me read the Hebrews passage again, because it does such a good job of 
summarizing this for us.  

 
1 See Hebrews 8:5 
 
2 1 Kings 8:27 
 
3 The tabernacle from the outside looked like a typical Bedouin tent and its size was average for a royal tent. It measured 
about 14 by 4.6 by 4.6 meters.  
 
4 Exodus 39:34; 40:21)  
 
5 Ryken, Exodus, p. 804. 
 
6 Leviticus 16 
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	C. There is so much in this passage to ponder, I only want to focus on verse 51, which tells us that at the moment Jesus died: the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
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