
The Weary World Rejoices: God's Gift of Hope 
 
 
Intro: 
Gifts have become one of the most important things about the 
advent season. That can be good and bad but non-the-less gifts 
are very connected to Christmas.  
 
When I was in college before I got marriage I took a 2nd part-time 
job just so that I could buy awesome gifts that year. (That was my 
first and last) 
 
But in the midst of all this Gift stuff that goes on during Christmas I 
want to tell you that God has a gift for you this Advent season.  
 
 
That’s right – God has a gift that He would love to give us this Christmas. 
 

This Gift…is the Gift of Hope! 
 
And it’s a beautiful gift!  
 
But you might be saying to yourself – Carlos you don’t understand 
you see there is no Hope for me.  

• My marriage – or whatever is left of it is no longer a 
marriage. (There is no Hope) 

• I have an addiction I just can’t kick it. (There is no Hope) 

• My life is a mess! (There is no Hope) 

• If you could only see the reality of my finances or my heart! 
(There is no Hope) 

 
Well you might be right – looking at some aspects of our lives (humanly 
speaking there might be no Hope) but you see that’s why it’s a GIFT. 
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A gift is something we don’t necessary deserve – a gift has no 
attachments.  
 
And God is saying to us in the midst of all the craziest that we are 
living… 

- I have a beautiful gift for you  

- it’s the gift of Hope  

- that’s what Advent is all about! 
 

Christmas is about God leaving His heavenly realms and 
coming down to earth in the form of a “humble and poor” 

human being to give us HOPE – to let us know that He is not a 
distant God but that He is a God that wants to interact with us. 
 
As I look around there is good reason to feel hopelessness!  

• But the story of Advent is there to tell us that what we are 
experiencing in this current world – isn’t all there.  

 
POW Story 
There’s a guy by the name of Major Harold Cushner who was a POW in Vietnam.  He 
talks about the devastating effect of hopelessness on human beings.  He describes one 
24 year old American Marine who was a POW (Prisoner of War) in Vietnam.  This 
Marine decided to cooperate with the Vietcong who had captured him.   
 
He said, “If you promise to let me go I’ll do whatever I can to cooperate with you.”   
 
They said great.  It’s a deal.  So he did everything to cooperate.  He was a model prisoner.  
But after a while it became clear to him they were lying to him.  They weren’t going to let 
him go.  And when that realization took hold... this is how Major Cushner described what 
happened to him, 

 
“He became a zombie.  He refused to do any work and he 

rejected all offers of food and encouragement.  He 
simply lay in his cot, sucking his thumb.  In a matter of 

weeks, he was dead.” 
 
I would guess if there was a one-word cause-of-death for that 
young marine - it would be hopelessness.   
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In fact Doctors in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam wars said some 
prisoners died from the condition of what they called give-up-itis.   
 
The human spirit needs hope to survive and to thrive!   
 
The writers of the Bible recognized this more than 2500 years ago.   
 
King Solomon wrote in Proverbs 13:12…  
Hope deferred (delayed) makes the heart sick but a longing 

fulfilled is a tree of life. Proverbs 13:12 NLT 
 
It’s not surprising if God created human beings… 

• with this craving for hope  

• it would make sense  

• that He would also serve  

• as our ultimate HOPE.   
 
In fact, in Romans 15:13 - Paul describes God as the God of HOPE.  

I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely… 
Romans 15:13 NLT 

 
There are actually 180 references to hope in the Bible! 
 
The point I want to make today is that the God of the Bible is that 
source of hope – and this Christmas He wants us to understand that.   

 

• But the Hope that God gives us is NOT the kind of hope that 
we normally think of when we use the word hope.   

 

• In everyday conversation we use the word “hope” in various 
different ways that aren’t really consistent to what the Bible 
refers to when it’s talking about hope.   

 
POOR SUBSTITUTES FOR HOPE 
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For instance sometimes we talk about hope and what we really 
mean is: 

 
1. Wishful Thinking   

 
o We pick up the our phones or ask Alexa to tell us the 

weather…hoping the temperature is not going to be 
below 30. (That’s what I do everyday) 

 
o Or we turn on the TV and say, “I hope the Bears don’t 

loss…again.” 
 

o Wishful thinking is a kind of “hopeful feeling” that 
somehow, some way, things are going to go the way we 
want them to even though we have absolutely no power 
over the situation.   

 
Wishful thinking doesn’t change reality but sometimes it 

makes us feel better.   
 

Another kind of hopeful attitude is: 
2.  Blind Optimism   

 
I think it’s great to be an optimistic person.  I tend to be an 
optimistic person but some optimists see everything through rose 
colored glasses.  Everything!   
 

• They over look their problems as if they didn’t exist.   

• They turn away their eyes from the ugliness of the world.   

• To them everything is just fine all the time.   
 
Sort of like the sign on the bulletin board at the grocery store.   

“Lost:  Dog with three legs, blind in left eye, missing 
right ear, tail cut off and recently castrated.   

Answers to the name Lucky.” 
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You can call that dog Lucky all you want.   
That is not a lucky dog. 

 
And sometimes people in their blind optimism will pretend things 
are great when they’re not.   
 
That’s not biblical hope! 
 
Then there are: 

3. Determined Dreams 
 
This is another kind of hope.   
 
These are the lofty goals we tend to set right about a month from 
now, resolutions before we go into the New Year.  We set a lofty goal.   
 
Listen…It’s wonderful to set determined goals and then to work 
toward achieving them.   
 
The problem is that often we are restricted by our own limitations 
or by things that are outside of our control.   
 
 
Now let me contrast: 

• wishful thinking  

• blind optimism  

• determined dreams  

• with BIBLICAL HOPE.  
 
 

• For most people, hope is something they do, but the 
Bible talks about hope as something we can have. 

 
See the difference?   
 

• Hope is something you can have.   
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• You can possess it.   

• You can own it.   

• You can grab a hold of it.   
 
For someone who is follower of Jesus here is the definition of hope… 
 

• Hope is the confident expectation that God is willing 
and able to fulfill His promises to us. 

 
In (God's) great mercy (gift – not something we deserve) He has 
given us new birth into a living hope (life of Hope) through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (why do we have 
hope?), and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 

fade - kept in heaven for you.” 1 Peter 1:3-4 NIV 
 

This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls. 
Hebrews 6:19 NLT 

 
See our hope is only as good as what it is attached to, as what it is 
anchored to.   
 
Hope in and of itself has no power! 

• You can wish for something,  

• you can hope for something,  

• you might feel a little better about it.   

• We might fool ourselves into thinking everything’s ok.   

• But the only way hope has any real power is when it’s 
anchored in the God who has real power.   

 
In the time remaining I want to talk about two particular areas 
where followers of Jesus can draw hope from.   

 
WHY DO FOLLOWERS OF JESUS HAVE HOPE? 

 

• We have hope because we’re Forgiven of our past. 
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The prophet Jeremiah said in the Book of Lamentations… 
This I call to mind and therefore I have hope.  Because of the 
Lord’s great love we are not consumed for His compassions 

(other translations say Mercy) never fail.  They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:21-23 NIV 

 
What the writer is saying there is we can live with hope because: 

• even though we may fail God (which we all do)  

• and even though we may fail our children in some way 
(which we all do)  

• and even though we may fail our spouse in some way (which 
we all do)  

 
Even so God's compassion/mercy….  

• His forgiveness for those wrongs we’ve done in our past is a 
renewable resource.   

• It never is exhausted.   

• It is fresh and it is available every single day.   
 
At the lowest point in my life…there was a sense of God indicating… 

• I got you. 

• There is HOPE 

• You are forgiven 

• I have a plan for you  

• and it’s not to harm you 

• But to bless you  

• and prosper you 
 
Your pass does not take away the Hope that you have before you – 
LISTEN to me: 
 
No matter how bad you may think your past was – no matter what!  
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No – no you don’t understand – NO MATTER WHAT! 
 
If we claim that we're free of sin, we're only fooling ourselves. A 

claim like that is errant nonsense. On the other hand, if we admit 
our sins—make a clean breast of them—he won't let us down; 

he'll be true to himself (see is not about how good we are…is about 
how good God is). He'll forgive our sins and purge us of all 

wrongdoing. 1 John 1:8-10 MSG 
 
The problem is not if we have been horrible in our past – 

the problem is if we think we are already good. 
 

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 
arrogant.  Nor to put their hope in wealth which is so uncertain.  

But to put their hope in God who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. 1 Timothy 6:17 NIV 

 
This Advent Season we can say,  

“God I accept Your gift of Hope. I want you to  
be my anchor.  You are going to be the one from  

whom I draw my security.” 
 
The second thing… 

• We have hope because we’re Assured of our future. 
 
There is one really, really ugly statistic in this world and that is: 

• Death plays a perfect game.   

• One out of one dies.   

• One hundred percent.   

• The death rate…last time I checked…is still 100% 
 
Plane Story 
Back in 1989 Jeff was a computer salesman.  He was in Colorado on business.  He got on a United 
Airlines flight, a DC10, to fly back to Chicago.  He was reading a paperback book sitting in an aisle 
seat.  And all of a sudden there was a bang and the plane trembled so much that the book fell out of 
his hands into the aisle.  The tail engine on that three-engine plane had exploded and it crippled the 
steering of that plane.  So here you’ve got this DC10 barely in control trying to make an emergency 
landing in Iowa.   

 
Later Jeff was asked, “What was it like on that plane?”   
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“He said some people were so scared they were just shaking uncontrollably, 
weeping uncontrollably.  Other people put on this blind optimism saying, 
“It’s going to be ok!’ even though they had no power to effect the outcome. 
But by this time I had been a follower of Jesus for several years so I prayed 

this simply prayer,  

 
“Thank You, Lord, that You are mine and I am yours.  

God, I want to live.  I really do.  But I know if I don’t, I’ll 
be with You and You’ll take care of my family.”  

 
When the plane crash landed in Iowa - It exploded into flames.  The plane broke up into several 
pieces.   
 
Jeff said, “I just braced myself for the worst.  I figured I was going to die any second.” 
 
His piece of the fuselage broke off and went into a cornfield upside down.  He found himself strapped 
into his seat hanging upside down, not a mark on him.  I asked him, “That’s incredible.  Few people 
live through an airplane crash.   
 
Was there feeling on the plane of despair, of hopelessness as you all knew that you were about to crash?”  

 
He said… 

“I’ll tell you the truth.  It was very scary.  But at the time I felt 
like I was full of hope.  I really had hope that if I were to die at 
that moment I would be in heaven with God forever.  I really 
had hope that if I died at that moment God would care for my 

family.  It’s like it says in Psalms…‘What can anybody do to you 
if your hope is in the Lord.’” 

 
How we face death says a whole lot about how we face life!  
 
When you are assured of a future in eternity with God then you 
have a sense of confidence and boldness and courage in this 
world.  It turns us from hopelessness to hope.   
 
He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because 
of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal 

by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we 

might become heirs having the HOPE of eternal life. Titus 3:5-7 
 

HOPE – Forgiven…not define by our past mistakes! 
HOPE – Of a promised eternal future! 


