
HDYK – 1 – What is Truth? 

Mike Woodruff © Sept. 2022 

 

1 

I. Intro: 

A. How do we know what we know? 

B. Good morning. Happy New Academic year. Happy return of the NFL. Welcome to 
those joining us online or at Crossroads, Highland Park or Vernon Hills.  

C. Today we begin a six-week series – our annual “welcome back, jump in, here we go” 
Fall series. In addition to the sermons, daily video devotions and Pat bringing his insights, 
we will be hosting several LakeLight lectures, you’ll have a chance to read a draft of a book I 
wrote (called How Do I Know?) which will roll out a chapter a week, there will be some special 
podcasts and also – as always – we have developed special resources for small groups.  

D. The question animating all of this is: how do we know what we know? It is one of 
the truly important questions we ever ask. It is a question that God cares deeply about, as we 
will see in John 18. There are Seven Life Questions:  

1. What matters most?  Who am I? Where did I come from? What went wrong?  
What is expected of me? What happens when I die?  

2. And Where do I look for answers? How do we know what we know? 

E. Our answers to these questions form our worldview – that mental grid that helps us 
process life.  Everyone has a worldview. Everyone has answers to these seven questions.  

1. You may not have heard these before – or heard them stated in quite this 
way.  Indeed, you may be inclined to push back, saying, “I don’t think this way. I’m 
not into philosophy. I am not a theologian.” You would be wrong. We are all 
theologians. We are all philosophers.  The question is not whether we have thoughts 
about God and about life. The question is not whether we have answered the seven 
questions, the question is: are our answers to The Seven Questions any good.  

F. In this series we are focused on question seven, which is: where do I go to get the 
right answers to questions one through six.  Question Seven is: How do I know what I 
know? What do I trust? 

1. You’ve already answered Question Seven.  As with the first six questions, 
you have a working answer. You are either: 

a) Relying mostly on tradition. You have crafted a worldview based on 
the information handed down to you from your family and the collective 
wisdom of others.  

b) Or you trly mostly on reason – you are all about science and logic 
and thinking your way ahead. 

c) Or you mostly look inside yourself – trust your gut. You relying on 
your intuition. (Which generally means you are going with the culture). 

d) Or, you are trusting something else – such as the idea that God has 
provided special information.  

2. Of course, in reality:   
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a) we are shaped by all four of these categories – tradition, reason, 

intuition and revelation, all four of these sources of authority.   

b) And at different times and in different settings we defer to different 

ones. 

c) And sometimes it may be hard to tell how we have ordered them.   

(1) Yes. Thinking about our own thinking is complicated.  

3. But we need to look at what is really shaping us. When it comes to the 

biggest questions – or when the sources of authority clash – which do we trust? 

4. We need to step back and ask two questions: how do I know what I know? 

And, how should I know what I know? What should I be trusting? 

G. And all of this is especially important today – because we are in a full-blown 
knowledge crisis. 

H. As a brief aside, I’d like some credit for being very trendy with this topic. When we 
landed on it and started planning it a year ago, it wasn’t so hot.  

1. You may not have noticed, but I’m not the most trendy guy out there. I am 
occasionally – okay, often – about five years behind on a lot of things. I have to call 
my boys and ask: 

a) Do people still use the word, “hip.” Is U2 still cool? What are the 
names of the digital platforms that are big right now?  

b) Or, “I need the name of some hot Hollywood stars? Who’s big right 
now. 

2. And they are like, “Yeah, please don’t go with Farrah Fawcett again. She died 
like twenty years ago. And you’re like six James Bond characters behind. And Bono 
is still cool but he’s a grandfather. Stick with Facebook because no one will think you 
know anything about Tik Tok, let alone Be Real. And try not to fall and break a hip.” 

I. I do not try to live on the bleeding edge. When I started writing the book, there was 
a lot less discussion about epistemology in the press. But, as you know if you get the Friday 
Update, it was this past week’s word of the week, because it has started to be used.  And it 
has started to be used because we are having a full-blown epistemic meltdown. 

1. There is a knowledge crisis going on out there. No doubt you’ve heard the 
yelling. And you are aware that there is a lot of disagreement about things.  

2. The reason for all of that – the reason for all the charges about fake news 
and conspiracy theories. The reason people can’t believe how crazy and misguided 
their neighbors and colleagues have suddenly become – is because we no longer trust 
the same sources. 

a) By this I am not referring to the idea that while some people trust the 
NYT others trust the WSJ. 

b) It’s not just that some people trust FOX while others go with 
MSNBC while others go with NPR while others go with someone else.  

3. It is deeper than that. It is that we now have completely different worldviews 
in play because people are trusting different categories of knowledge.  

4. It’s that some people are now skeptical of reason, while others are very 
dismissive of tradition.   
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5. It’s because some people now locate truth in their heart and others do not 
believe there is any such thing as truth.  

6. Increasingly in discussions – which may be yelling matches or may not even 
be happening because among the things some no longer believe in is freedom of 
speech – we have people appealing to different sources, often themselves. 

a) Saying, “that is not my truth,” or you can’t say that because it is a 
microaggression. Or that is not my lived experience.”. 

7. This is all new, and confusing until you understand, we have people thinking 
very differently about things because we are basing our thinking on different things. 

8. All of which points to the question: how do I know what I know? How do I 
decide what is true? 

J. In the sermons over the next six weeks – and not just the sermons, but the devotions 
and book and lectures and small group questions, because it’s all tied together – we are going 
to be asking two questions:  

1. First: How do I know what I know? 

2. And second: how should I know what I know? What should I trust.  

K. In today’s message, I want to make an introductory point: there is something to 
know.  

1. Not only, there is a God to know.  But there is truth.  

2. This is not a small claim. 

II. If you have a Bible and want to follow along, I am reading out of John 18:28 

A. This is a significant moment in the Gospel of John. Jesus has recently been arrested.  
And then, after being quickly paraded past a number of Jewish religious leaders, he has been 
placed before Pilate, who is the Roman governor.  

1. Caesar rules his sprawling empire through a variety of different types of 
arrangements.  Israel has a king of the Jews (Herod initially), and they have a council 
of religious leader (the Sanhedrin). But the real power of Rome – Rome’s military – 
rests with a governor. That is Pilate. 

2. The Jewish leaders want Jesus killed, but they do not have the power to put 
him to death. So, they have taken him to Pilate, saying, “he is guilty of treason 
against Caesar.” This is not really their concern. They want Jesus killed because he 
claims to be God and is winning over the people.  

B. I am reading from John 18:28-40 

1. Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the 
Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness 
they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the 
Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing 
against this man?” 

2. 30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him 
over to you.” 

3. 31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” 

4. “But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place 
to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die. 
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a) Had the Jews killed Jesus he would have been stoned, which is not 
what is described in Isaiah 53 

5. 33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, 
“Are you the king of the Jews?” 

6. 34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 

7. 35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed 
you over to me. What is it you have done?” 

8. 36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would 
fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from 
another place.” 

9. 37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

10. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and 
came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to 
me.” 

11. 38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews 
gathered there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him.  

C. Pilate and Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders have a bit of a back-and-forth before 
Pilate, fearing a riot, agrees to do what the crowd – which has been coached by the religious 
leaders – want. And that is to have Jesus crucified.  

III. There are two things I want to be sure you see in this passage:  

A. First, there is already an ongoing debate about truth.  Pilate has been in these 
conversations before, and he doesn’t want to get pulled into one again. 

1. These discussions go back to the sixth century BC when some of the early 
Greek philosophers – those who predated Socrates and Plato and Aristotle – asked 
questions about what was really real. What mattered and what was true. 

2. There were lots of different philosophers and they framed things differently, 
but in general what set them apart was their effort to use reason – and reason alone - 
to establish truth.  

3. Now, in case you didn’t hear this, they failed.  I have some friends with PhDs 
in philosophy and they do not like it when I say that philosophy is a failed project. 
But it sort of is. Philosophers learned a lot of things – and philosophers still are - but 
after working on it for hundreds of years they could not agree with each other. They 
couldn’t agree on some of the basic questions – like “Why are we here? Or “what is 
the good life?” And in some ways, they gave up.1  

a) This is part of the reason why John opens his Gospel the way he 
does, “In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the 
Word was God. . 

4. My point at the moment is: discussions about truth and about how we know 
what we know are old. They had been going on for hundreds of years when Jesus 
showed up. And they have continued since then. 

5. And so when Jesus says he has come to testify to the truth, Pilate says: Oh 
no. I’m not going there. I am not stepping into a three hour discussion that doesn’t 
lead anywhere. Been there. Done that. Have the T-shirt. 
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B. But – that leads to the second point. The first point is that conversations about truth 
are old and contentious. The second point is that Jesus claims that there is such a thing as 
truth.  

1. Jesus claims that truth is a real thing. That there are absolutes. Indeed, Jesus 
will claim that He is truth personified.  

2. In Smoke on the Mountain, her book on the Ten Commandments, Joy 
Davidman – CS Lewis’s wife – commented on the exchange in John 18.  She writes: 

a) What did Pilate mean by his "What is truth?" He seems to have been 
implying a doctrine fashionable in his time - the lie of the sceptic bound hand 
and foot in despair, who rather than face his own sins will even doubt his 
own reality; the question that hints that there is no such thing as truth.  

b) Then she writes this, and I love this point: We must understand Pilate 
to understand ourselves, for he may have represented the very modern view 
that truth is after all a relative and subjective affair, an agreed-upon 
convention, a matter of expedience-and that therefore we are justified in 
doing anything that seems expedient, even as Pilate. 

c) Which is what Pilate did. He decides Jesus is not guilty but he orders 
him killed. For Pilate, the right answer was situational.  

C. I have long been frustrated that Pilate shut down this conversation. It seems like one 
of the many places in the Bible were a little bit more information would have been helpful. I 
would have loved to here Jesus discuss truth with Pilate.  But we do not get that. But what 
we do get is enough to say: 

1. Debates about truth have been going on a long time. 

2. And Jesus weighs in on it – claiming that truth does exist. Objective, capital 
T truth is real. 

3. Jesus believes in truth. To frame this in 21st century terms. Jesus says there is 
such a thing as an overarching, universal metanarrative. 

D. Now, let me pause to note, there are two very different responses to what I just said 

1. If you are over the age of fifty, you’re likely thinking: what’s the big deal? Of 
course there is objective reality. Woodruff, why are you getting so worked up.  And 
by the way, what in the world is a metanarrative? 

a) The last question is the easiest to answer. Postmodern thinkers don’t 
talk about systems or truth they talk about metanarratives. They talk about 
stories. And the way they deny that there is objective truth is to say there is 
no such thing as a universal story or a master story – a meta narrative. The 
claim is that anyone who claims that there is a metanarrative is just making a 
powerplay. They are trying to define reality for everyone else.  

b) So, if you are over fifty you are thinking, of course there is truth. 

2. However, if you are under the age of thirty, you likely are thinking, “Wow? 
You are going there? You are going to make that power grab? I suppose the next 
thing you are going to say is that you get to define truth. That you have the answer 
key. 

IV. Well, I am actually going to make four points today. The first two I already made:  

A. One: We are in a knowledge crisis. 
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1. The reason we can’t get along is because people have developed very 
different worldviews. And they have developed very different worldviews because 
they trust different categories of truth.  Not just different news stations, but different 
ways of knowing.  

B. Two: Jesus claims there is such a thing as truth – there is such a thing as objective 
reality. That there are absolutes. There is moral good and evil.  

1. I am not going to develop this point in great length today, but let me note 
that the Bible grounds ultimate reality in God.  He is the one who defines right and 
wrong. There is no moral confusion on His part. 

2. And I will also note that in discussions on truth, Jesus highlights two things: 

a) First, he claims that He is truth.  John 14:6 – I am the way, the Truth 
and the life.  

b) And secondly, He points to the Bible as being true. 

3. Jesus develops the idea that the Bible is a unique, divinely-inspired, gift from 
God given to us to reveal truth. 

4. It is not the only source of truth.  We can know things not in the book – we 
can know things that are based on reason or tradition or experience. But the Bible 
claims a special status and Jesus affirms as much. In the Sermon on the Mount – 
Matthew 5:17 - Jesus says: 

a) “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a 
pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished 

C. Point three: The crisis over truth is heating up 

1. It feels like the ground is moving. I do not want to overplay this. I suspect 
it’s too soon to know.   

2. And even if the ground is moving – if the way we know what we know is 
radically changing in real time – this would not be the first time.  

a) Western society started out of the marriage of the Greeks and 
Romans with Jews and Christians, which means, it started on the marriage of 
Reason and Revelation.  

b)  But it didn’t stay there. If we unpacked the last three thousand years, 
we’d see that:  

(1) things pivoted during the late Middle Ages as Tradition grew. 

(2) Then it pivoted with the rise of Scripture leading up to the 
Reformation. 

(3) Then we got into a specific kind of reason that led to the 
Enlightenment and scientific revolution. 

(4) And sometime later – after Modernity, with its belief in 
progress and human goodness crashed into WWI and WWI – we 
pivoted into Postmodernity 
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c) This is not the first time that the ground has moved, but the move 
into postmodernity – with its elevation of intuition – is a big deal. It is new 
and problematic.  We are having a lot of disagreement because we cannot 
work it out.  

d) If you claim is grounded in reason or revelation, we can talk about 
that at some length. If your claim is this is my truth and I am right for me. 
Then in the end, the only question that will ultimately matter is, who has 
power. Who gets to decide whose understanding of right and wrong prevails. 

3. Let me say just a few things about the postmodern moment – or the post-
post modern movement we are moving into.  It’s a bit confusing out there right 
now.  

a) We could study it – and it’s view of truth - by rehearsing the big 
names behind this movement: 

(1) It’s first run was with Existentialists like Sartre and Camus, 
who said: There is no reality, no God, no purpose. We each need to 
make up our own. 

(a) Shakespeare’s line from MacBeth is often inserted 
here: “Life ... is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
signifying nothing.” 

(b) In The Plague, Camus argues that the authentic 
person is the one who said it was absurd, but sees the evil and 
fights it. It is hopeless, but he will be authentic and do what is 
good. 

(2) In the next wave there was a push back on Camus. People 
said, who do you think you are defining things like that – deciding 
what is evil.  You have no right to do so. Don’t force your 
metanarrative on me.  

(a) If you insist you have truth, you are not just being 
narrow, you are making a power play. How dare you. 

(3) It has moved on from there – and in fact, is making a big 
pivot.  There was a sense in which in postmodernity argued we are all 
free to decide whatever we want to decide. But in a new wave of 
postmodernity we are seeing lots of people say: there are some things 
you cannot say or believe. 

(a) People are defining themselves based on their feelings 
not their body.  I decide what is true. But this causes all 
manner of challenges around you.  And in this new wave of 
postmodernity there is a lot more sharp edges and power 
plays.  

4. This isn’t a philosophy lecture, so we are not going there. Let me simply 
note, the crisis over truth is heating up and it spills out in lots of directions. 

5. For a long time, I was frustrated by the first wave of postmodernity. 

a) I remember right where I was sitting when I had my first 
conversation with someone who was thoroughly postmodern. His name was 
Jeff. 
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b) Before I met Jeff, I’d heard about postmodernity in philosophy 
classes, but I’d never talked with someone who liked the Kool-Aide.  

c) But then it happened. We were engaged in a friendly discussion about 
the existence of God when he said, “I’m glad that’s true for you, but it’s not 
true for me.”   

d) Since that statement didn’t make sense to me, I said, “Sorry, I don’t 
think I heard you correctly.” 

e) He said, “I’m glad that what you said is true for you. But it’s not true 
for me.” 

f) “Well,” I replied, “that doesn’t make any sense. Truth doesn’t work 
that way. If something is true, it’s true for both of us.”  

g) And he said, “I disagree. But you can believe that if you want to. I’m 
glad for that to be true for you, but it’s not true for me.” 

h) And I said, “I’m not sure where you are going with this, but things 
are true or false independent of what we believe. Reality doesn’t adjust to our 
thinking. It’s possible I’m wrong and you’re right. It’s also possible that I am 
right, and you are wrong. For that matter, it’s possible that we’re both wrong. 
But since we are saying opposite things, we can’t both be right.” 

i) And he said, “Yes we can. It can be true for you and not true for 
me.”   

j) I suppressed the urge to ask him what he was smoking, and tried 
again.  “Jeff, either 2 + 2 = 4 or it doesn’t. Our beliefs about it don’t change 
the right answer. And if it equals 4, it equals 4 for both of us. It can’t be 3 for 
you and 4 for me. We’re talking about facts not opinions.” 

k) And he said, “I’m glad that you believe that. It can be true for you, 
but it’s not true for me.” 

l) I kept waiting for him to smile and say, “Just kidding,” but he never 
did. Eventually I realized he was serious.  I probably shouldn’t have, but I 
decided to try one more time.  

m) “Jeff,” I, said.  “Truth is truth is truth. It’s objective. It is what is. It’s 
what corresponds with reality. It doesn’t bend to our thoughts or desires. We 
are entitled to our own opinions but not our own truth.  You can believe 
with all your heart that 2 + 2 = 5, but you’d be wrong.” 

n) And he said… “I am glad that is true for you. But it’s not true for 
me. You can have your truth and I’ll have my truth.”2 

o) Jeff had jettisoned the law of non-contradiction.  

6. As noted, that was frustrating. What we are getting now is different. In the 
second wave of postmodernity we are getting people who are saying, we are all free 
to believe what we want to believe, but you cannot believe that.  

a) We used to have people saying there is no such thing as absolute 
truth – and they were absolutely certain about that. 

b) We now have people saying, there are some absolutes. You are 
absolutely wrong. 

7. We have to figure out how to live in a world where people are now 
demanding the right to define reality in ways that do not line up with Jesus.  
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D. Point Four:  We need to decide what we are going to trust.  

1. 1) There is a knowledge crisis.  2) Jesus says there is such a thing as truth. He 
claims that He is truth and that the Bible is true. 3) The implications of all of this are 
becoming more pressing. The ground is moving and things are getting more 
unsettled.  

2. Number four: We need to decide what we are going to trust. Or maybe I 
should say, who. 

a) I will remind you of John 18:37: Jesus answered, “the reason I was 
born and came into the world is to testify to the truth.” 

3. We need to be increasingly alert to the ways we are being shaped. 

4. The power of culture is growing ever stronger. We need to make some 
decisions on how we know what we know.  

5. I do not have as simple an answer for you as you might like. I do believe 
God has given us a gift – an eternal, stable, true revelation of himself.  And we need 
to study to present ourselves as workers approved unto God, who rightly handle this 
book.  

6. More about that in the weeks to come. 

E. There is more.  We not only need to decide who we are going to trust so we know 
what to believe. We need to decide how we are going to live.  

1. I want to invite you into a deeper, more trusting relationship with Christ, and 
suggest, if you are growing increasingly angry and scared, you are doing something 
wrong. 

2. I need to qualify that just a bit, because I think people are making decisions 
that are wrong and that they and others will get hurt. 

3. One of the ways to talk about truth is to talk about reality. 

4. We can only deny reality for so long before reality snaps back. 

5. I think we are going to have to work hard to live wisely and well – and to 
love those with whom we disagree. 

6. We are just stepping into a long, deep, complicated topic. It is nuanced.  I 
want you to realize what a good God we have and the gift we are given of His word.  
We need to increasingly be shaped by it – which should mean, that our lives, even if 
in some ways are more challenging – are lives are characterized by love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, gentleness, goodness and self control. 

7. May Peter’s call in I Peter 3:15 us as we end up in ongoing battles over truth. 
May we be ready to offer an answer for the hope that we have – doing so with 
gentleness and respect, 

F. I’ve given you an exceptional amount to think about. I hope that you will read 
chapter one this week and get into a small group so you can be processing the challenges and 
opportunities before us during this moment of confusion.  

 
1 When Aquinas came along in the 13th century – he is the very famous Dominican theologian 
whose thinking profoundly shapes the Catholic Church -  he writes a massive book Summa 
Theologica - that shapes the Roman Catholic church today.  It is a series of questions and answers. 
The very first question he asks is, “Is reason alone enough to figure things out?  To figure out life 
and know God?”  And Aquinas, who is a huge fan of Aristotle, says no. It’s not enough. 
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2 I think G.K. Chesterton is right when he writes that, “When a man stops believing in God, he doesn't 

then believe in nothing, he believes anything.” 
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	2. And they are like, “Yeah, please don’t go with Farrah Fawcett again. She died like twenty years ago. And you’re like six James Bond characters behind. And Bono is still cool but he’s a grandfather. Stick with Facebook because no one will think you ...

	I. I do not try to live on the bleeding edge. When I started writing the book, there was a lot less discussion about epistemology in the press. But, as you know if you get the Friday Update, it was this past week’s word of the week, because it has sta...
	1. There is a knowledge crisis going on out there. No doubt you’ve heard the yelling. And you are aware that there is a lot of disagreement about things.
	2. The reason for all of that – the reason for all the charges about fake news and conspiracy theories. The reason people can’t believe how crazy and misguided their neighbors and colleagues have suddenly become – is because we no longer trust the sam...
	a) By this I am not referring to the idea that while some people trust the NYT others trust the WSJ.
	b) It’s not just that some people trust FOX while others go with MSNBC while others go with NPR while others go with someone else.

	3. It is deeper than that. It is that we now have completely different worldviews in play because people are trusting different categories of knowledge.
	4. It’s that some people are now skeptical of reason, while others are very dismissive of tradition.
	5. It’s because some people now locate truth in their heart and others do not believe there is any such thing as truth.
	6. Increasingly in discussions – which may be yelling matches or may not even be happening because among the things some no longer believe in is freedom of speech – we have people appealing to different sources, often themselves.
	a) Saying, “that is not my truth,” or you can’t say that because it is a microaggression. Or that is not my lived experience.”.

	7. This is all new, and confusing until you understand, we have people thinking very differently about things because we are basing our thinking on different things.
	8. All of which points to the question: how do I know what I know? How do I decide what is true?

	J. In the sermons over the next six weeks – and not just the sermons, but the devotions and book and lectures and small group questions, because it’s all tied together – we are going to be asking two questions:
	1. First: How do I know what I know?
	2. And second: how should I know what I know? What should I trust.

	K. In today’s message, I want to make an introductory point: there is something to know.
	1. Not only, there is a God to know.  But there is truth.
	2. This is not a small claim.


	II. If you have a Bible and want to follow along, I am reading out of John 18:28
	A. This is a significant moment in the Gospel of John. Jesus has recently been arrested.  And then, after being quickly paraded past a number of Jewish religious leaders, he has been placed before Pilate, who is the Roman governor.
	1. Caesar rules his sprawling empire through a variety of different types of arrangements.  Israel has a king of the Jews (Herod initially), and they have a council of religious leader (the Sanhedrin). But the real power of Rome – Rome’s military – re...
	2. The Jewish leaders want Jesus killed, but they do not have the power to put him to death. So, they have taken him to Pilate, saying, “he is guilty of treason against Caesar.” This is not really their concern. They want Jesus killed because he claim...

	B. I am reading from John 18:28-40
	1. Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate c...
	2. 30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.”
	3. 31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”
	4. “But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die.
	a) Had the Jews killed Jesus he would have been stoned, which is not what is described in Isaiah 53

	5. 33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
	6. 34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”
	7. 35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What is it you have done?”
	8. 36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”
	9. 37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
	10. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
	11. 38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him.

	C. Pilate and Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders have a bit of a back-and-forth before Pilate, fearing a riot, agrees to do what the crowd – which has been coached by the religious leaders – want. And that is to have Jesus crucified.

	III. There are two things I want to be sure you see in this passage:
	A. First, there is already an ongoing debate about truth.  Pilate has been in these conversations before, and he doesn’t want to get pulled into one again.
	1. These discussions go back to the sixth century BC when some of the early Greek philosophers – those who predated Socrates and Plato and Aristotle – asked questions about what was really real. What mattered and what was true.
	2. There were lots of different philosophers and they framed things differently, but in general what set them apart was their effort to use reason – and reason alone - to establish truth.
	3. Now, in case you didn’t hear this, they failed.  I have some friends with PhDs in philosophy and they do not like it when I say that philosophy is a failed project. But it sort of is. Philosophers learned a lot of things – and philosophers still ar...
	a) This is part of the reason why John opens his Gospel the way he does, “In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the Word was God. .

	4. My point at the moment is: discussions about truth and about how we know what we know are old. They had been going on for hundreds of years when Jesus showed up. And they have continued since then.
	5. And so when Jesus says he has come to testify to the truth, Pilate says: Oh no. I’m not going there. I am not stepping into a three hour discussion that doesn’t lead anywhere. Been there. Done that. Have the T-shirt.

	B. But – that leads to the second point. The first point is that conversations about truth are old and contentious. The second point is that Jesus claims that there is such a thing as truth.
	1. Jesus claims that truth is a real thing. That there are absolutes. Indeed, Jesus will claim that He is truth personified.
	2. In Smoke on the Mountain, her book on the Ten Commandments, Joy Davidman – CS Lewis’s wife – commented on the exchange in John 18.  She writes:
	a) What did Pilate mean by his "What is truth?" He seems to have been implying a doctrine fashionable in his time - the lie of the sceptic bound hand and foot in despair, who rather than face his own sins will even doubt his own reality; the question ...
	b) Then she writes this, and I love this point: We must understand Pilate to understand ourselves, for he may have represented the very modern view that truth is after all a relative and subjective affair, an agreed-upon convention, a matter of expedi...
	c) Which is what Pilate did. He decides Jesus is not guilty but he orders him killed. For Pilate, the right answer was situational.


	C. I have long been frustrated that Pilate shut down this conversation. It seems like one of the many places in the Bible were a little bit more information would have been helpful. I would have loved to here Jesus discuss truth with Pilate.  But we d...
	1. Debates about truth have been going on a long time.
	2. And Jesus weighs in on it – claiming that truth does exist. Objective, capital T truth is real.
	3. Jesus believes in truth. To frame this in 21st century terms. Jesus says there is such a thing as an overarching, universal metanarrative.

	D. Now, let me pause to note, there are two very different responses to what I just said
	1. If you are over the age of fifty, you’re likely thinking: what’s the big deal? Of course there is objective reality. Woodruff, why are you getting so worked up.  And by the way, what in the world is a metanarrative?
	a) The last question is the easiest to answer. Postmodern thinkers don’t talk about systems or truth they talk about metanarratives. They talk about stories. And the way they deny that there is objective truth is to say there is no such thing as a uni...
	b) So, if you are over fifty you are thinking, of course there is truth.

	2. However, if you are under the age of thirty, you likely are thinking, “Wow? You are going there? You are going to make that power grab? I suppose the next thing you are going to say is that you get to define truth. That you have the answer key.


	IV. Well, I am actually going to make four points today. The first two I already made:
	A. One: We are in a knowledge crisis.
	1. The reason we can’t get along is because people have developed very different worldviews. And they have developed very different worldviews because they trust different categories of truth.  Not just different news stations, but different ways of k...

	B. Two: Jesus claims there is such a thing as truth – there is such a thing as objective reality. That there are absolutes. There is moral good and evil.
	1. I am not going to develop this point in great length today, but let me note that the Bible grounds ultimate reality in God.  He is the one who defines right and wrong. There is no moral confusion on His part.
	2. And I will also note that in discussions on truth, Jesus highlights two things:
	a) First, he claims that He is truth.  John 14:6 – I am the way, the Truth and the life.
	b) And secondly, He points to the Bible as being true.

	3. Jesus develops the idea that the Bible is a unique, divinely-inspired, gift from God given to us to reveal truth.
	4. It is not the only source of truth.  We can know things not in the book – we can know things that are based on reason or tradition or experience. But the Bible claims a special status and Jesus affirms as much. In the Sermon on the Mount – Matthew ...
	a) “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any mean...


	C. Point three: The crisis over truth is heating up
	1. It feels like the ground is moving. I do not want to overplay this. I suspect it’s too soon to know.
	2. And even if the ground is moving – if the way we know what we know is radically changing in real time – this would not be the first time.
	a) Western society started out of the marriage of the Greeks and Romans with Jews and Christians, which means, it started on the marriage of Reason and Revelation.
	b)  But it didn’t stay there. If we unpacked the last three thousand years, we’d see that:
	(1) things pivoted during the late Middle Ages as Tradition grew.
	(2) Then it pivoted with the rise of Scripture leading up to the Reformation.
	(3) Then we got into a specific kind of reason that led to the Enlightenment and scientific revolution.
	(4) And sometime later – after Modernity, with its belief in progress and human goodness crashed into WWI and WWI – we pivoted into Postmodernity

	c) This is not the first time that the ground has moved, but the move into postmodernity – with its elevation of intuition – is a big deal. It is new and problematic.  We are having a lot of disagreement because we cannot work it out.
	d) If you claim is grounded in reason or revelation, we can talk about that at some length. If your claim is this is my truth and I am right for me. Then in the end, the only question that will ultimately matter is, who has power. Who gets to decide w...

	3. Let me say just a few things about the postmodern moment – or the post-post modern movement we are moving into.  It’s a bit confusing out there right now.
	a) We could study it – and it’s view of truth - by rehearsing the big names behind this movement:
	(1) It’s first run was with Existentialists like Sartre and Camus, who said: There is no reality, no God, no purpose. We each need to make up our own.
	(a) Shakespeare’s line from MacBeth is often inserted here: “Life ... is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.”
	(b) In The Plague, Camus argues that the authentic person is the one who said it was absurd, but sees the evil and fights it. It is hopeless, but he will be authentic and do what is good.

	(2) In the next wave there was a push back on Camus. People said, who do you think you are defining things like that – deciding what is evil.  You have no right to do so. Don’t force your metanarrative on me.
	(a) If you insist you have truth, you are not just being narrow, you are making a power play. How dare you.

	(3) It has moved on from there – and in fact, is making a big pivot.  There was a sense in which in postmodernity argued we are all free to decide whatever we want to decide. But in a new wave of postmodernity we are seeing lots of people say: there a...
	(a) People are defining themselves based on their feelings not their body.  I decide what is true. But this causes all manner of challenges around you.  And in this new wave of postmodernity there is a lot more sharp edges and power plays.



	4. This isn’t a philosophy lecture, so we are not going there. Let me simply note, the crisis over truth is heating up and it spills out in lots of directions.
	5. For a long time, I was frustrated by the first wave of postmodernity.
	a) I remember right where I was sitting when I had my first conversation with someone who was thoroughly postmodern. His name was Jeff.
	b) Before I met Jeff, I’d heard about postmodernity in philosophy classes, but I’d never talked with someone who liked the Kool-Aide.
	c) But then it happened. We were engaged in a friendly discussion about the existence of God when he said, “I’m glad that’s true for you, but it’s not true for me.”
	d) Since that statement didn’t make sense to me, I said, “Sorry, I don’t think I heard you correctly.”
	e) He said, “I’m glad that what you said is true for you. But it’s not true for me.”
	f) “Well,” I replied, “that doesn’t make any sense. Truth doesn’t work that way. If something is true, it’s true for both of us.”
	g) And he said, “I disagree. But you can believe that if you want to. I’m glad for that to be true for you, but it’s not true for me.”
	h) And I said, “I’m not sure where you are going with this, but things are true or false independent of what we believe. Reality doesn’t adjust to our thinking. It’s possible I’m wrong and you’re right. It’s also possible that I am right, and you are ...
	i) And he said, “Yes we can. It can be true for you and not true for me.”
	j) I suppressed the urge to ask him what he was smoking, and tried again.  “Jeff, either 2 + 2 = 4 or it doesn’t. Our beliefs about it don’t change the right answer. And if it equals 4, it equals 4 for both of us. It can’t be 3 for you and 4 for me. W...
	k) And he said, “I’m glad that you believe that. It can be true for you, but it’s not true for me.”
	l) I kept waiting for him to smile and say, “Just kidding,” but he never did. Eventually I realized he was serious.  I probably shouldn’t have, but I decided to try one more time.
	m) “Jeff,” I, said.  “Truth is truth is truth. It’s objective. It is what is. It’s what corresponds with reality. It doesn’t bend to our thoughts or desires. We are entitled to our own opinions but not our own truth.  You can believe with all your hea...
	n) And he said… “I am glad that is true for you. But it’s not true for me. You can have your truth and I’ll have my truth.”
	o) Jeff had jettisoned the law of non-contradiction.

	6. As noted, that was frustrating. What we are getting now is different. In the second wave of postmodernity we are getting people who are saying, we are all free to believe what we want to believe, but you cannot believe that.
	a) We used to have people saying there is no such thing as absolute truth – and they were absolutely certain about that.
	b) We now have people saying, there are some absolutes. You are absolutely wrong.

	7. We have to figure out how to live in a world where people are now demanding the right to define reality in ways that do not line up with Jesus.

	D. Point Four:  We need to decide what we are going to trust.
	1. 1) There is a knowledge crisis.  2) Jesus says there is such a thing as truth. He claims that He is truth and that the Bible is true. 3) The implications of all of this are becoming more pressing. The ground is moving and things are getting more un...
	2. Number four: We need to decide what we are going to trust. Or maybe I should say, who.
	a) I will remind you of John 18:37: Jesus answered, “the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth.”

	3. We need to be increasingly alert to the ways we are being shaped.
	4. The power of culture is growing ever stronger. We need to make some decisions on how we know what we know.
	5. I do not have as simple an answer for you as you might like. I do believe God has given us a gift – an eternal, stable, true revelation of himself.  And we need to study to present ourselves as workers approved unto God, who rightly handle this book.
	6. More about that in the weeks to come.

	E. There is more.  We not only need to decide who we are going to trust so we know what to believe. We need to decide how we are going to live.
	1. I want to invite you into a deeper, more trusting relationship with Christ, and suggest, if you are growing increasingly angry and scared, you are doing something wrong.
	2. I need to qualify that just a bit, because I think people are making decisions that are wrong and that they and others will get hurt.
	3. One of the ways to talk about truth is to talk about reality.
	4. We can only deny reality for so long before reality snaps back.
	5. I think we are going to have to work hard to live wisely and well – and to love those with whom we disagree.
	6. We are just stepping into a long, deep, complicated topic. It is nuanced.  I want you to realize what a good God we have and the gift we are given of His word.  We need to increasingly be shaped by it – which should mean, that our lives, even if in...
	7. May Peter’s call in I Peter 3:15 us as we end up in ongoing battles over truth. May we be ready to offer an answer for the hope that we have – doing so with gentleness and respect,

	F. I’ve given you an exceptional amount to think about. I hope that you will read chapter one this week and get into a small group so you can be processing the challenges and opportunities before us during this moment of confusion.


