
sermon guide

week 3 



WORSHIP
Read Psalm 133 aloud. Take a moment to reflect on God’s Word and center in
Him.

FELLOWSHIP
Briefly share about one time when you felt like you belonged.

DISCUSSION
What does it mean for a group to be “unified”?

What reasons does Jesus give for praying for us to be one?

Read John 17:20-26
How does Jesus envision believers being one?

One area of initial division in the early church was the inclusion of both Jews and
Gentiles. Read how Paul addresses one instance of this issue in Ephesians 2:11-22.

How has Jesus brought Jews and Gentiles together?



What is the outcome of Jesus’ work, in regard to the issue of unity?

What implications does this have for our church?

What might unity in the body of Christ cost the individual believer? What might
he or she gain from it?

Theologian Simon Chan writes, "To be a Christian is to be ‘in Christ,’ that is, to be
baptized into the one body, the church. Our Christian life cannot properly exist
apart from that body. Our fellowship is always ‘in Christ’ and through Christ. ‘He
is our peace’ who makes fellowship between the most disparate elements a
reality."1

Do you agree that “Our Christian life cannot properly exist apart from [the
church]”?

How do you view your place and role in the church?



Talk about how it would look for your group to commit to praying for the church
(Christ Church and/or the global church), in response to what you’ve learned
through this series on John 17.

Ask for prayer requests. Pray for group, church, and community needs. 

PRAYER

How will you respond to what you’re learning about unity this week?

FOOTNOTES
1 Simon Chan, Spiritual Theology: A Systematic Study of the Christian Life
(Downers Grove: IVP, 1998), 110.


