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21 Days of Prayer – Intro 

I. Set Up 
A. Today we begin a 3-week series on prayer.  If you have been following the daily 
devotions Mike sends out, you know he has been leading us up to this.  
B. And you may also be aware that we have developed a number of resources as part 
of this series: 

1. Starting tomorrow there will be 21 days of 2-3 minute videos about prayer. 
These are very short and very practical and all about how to pray. 
2. There will also be a couple longer interviews on prayer. 
3. And a bibliography on prayer for those who want to go a bit deeper. 
4. And ????. 

C. Today, Mike takes us to a classic Old Testament passage to frame the series and 
set a challenge before us. The passage is 2 Chronicles 7:14: If my people, who are called 
by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land. 

II. Introduction 
A. Happy Mother’s Day a week late. 
B. I joined my four siblings in flying into Little Rock, AR (where my parents retired) 
to surprise my Mom. (My Dad has passed away). We rendezvoused at the airport on 
Friday and surprised my mom at a restaurant in Benton, AR. And to our surprise, the 
surprise worked. And it was a gift, not just to her but to all of us. We had a great weekend 
together. 

III. Today I want to set a plan before you – one that will unfold over the next year. One that 
sets up: 
A. This series, 21 Days of Prayer – which has several moving parts. 
B. And one that foreshadows next year – which will be focused on Renewal. 

1. In the fall we will focus on personal renewal. In the winter we’ll turn to 
church renewal and in the Spring, we will look out beyond that. 
2. As you hopefully know, our vision is to “Help fuel a movement that 
Reaches People and Renews Communities. 
3. Last year we finished up the REACH campaign – we set out to raise 
additional funds beyond our operating expenses with the goal of: planting new 
churches – both overseas and here; seeing new people come to faith and be 
baptized; and doing more work in North Chicago.  
4. We did not raise all that we hoped, but we were able to execute on most of 
our plans.  To date we: 

a) Have planted four churches overseas: two in Ghana, one in India 
(which became a digital work about six months ago) and one among 
refugees in a Middle Eastern country.  
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b) We also launched the Christ Church Vernon Hills and an online 
campus (which was not really the plan, but we now intend to keep that 
going. It is our largest campus at the moment). 
c)  In terms of outreach, baptism is an imperfect metric, but we said 
we wanted 500 baptisms. We are shy of that at the moment.  We have ??? 
d) And in terms of North Chicago, we did invest $1M dollars there 
and we and well over the 100,000 service hours we set as a goal.  

5. That is not to suggest we are done REACHING. No, we are called to 
Reach out with the Gospel and in service. We can never not be about that. But as 
we head into the fall we are going to focus on Renewal. As I will unpack in a 
moment, there is a sense that we each need to cultivate a deeper love for Christ, a 
more robust faith for the future. 

C. And the passage that sets all of this in motion – and that calls us to prayer is found 
in 2 Chronicles 7:14 

IV. As you may know:  
A. 2 Chronicles is an Old Testament book that was written in the 5th century BC by 
Ezra – a scribe and priest involved in the spiritual renewal of the people of God after the 
Babylonian exile.  
B. The Old Testament has three types of books: historical, prophetic and wisdom.  
Both first and second Chronicles are historical books.  
C. And the history it tells is told with an eye on how the Jews did spiritually.  
D. The Old Testament divides up into eight eras. That is, after Genesis 1-11, which is 
all context and set up – it’s Creation, fall and promise. You then follow the Jews through 
eight eras: 

1. The Patriarchs. This starts in Genesis 12 with the call of Abraham. He is 
the Father of the Jews, to whom the promise is made. 
2. Exodus 
3. Conquest 
4. Judges 
5. United Kingdom 
6. Divided Kingdom 
7. Exile 
8. Return  

E. The Books of Chronicles – which is a narration of events – i.e., a history; a 
record, a “chronicle.” 
F. The Books of 1 & 2 Chronicles actually repeat information already covered in 1 
& 2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings, but they do so from a slightly different angle.  

1. I Chronicles focus more on the priestly aspect of the time period.  
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2. The Book of 2 Chronicles – our text - is essentially an evaluation of the 
Jewish nation and its relationship with God.  

G. And while what we see is mostly bad.  
1. It focuses on the Southern Kingdom (Judah) from the reign of Solomon to 
the conclusion of the Babylonian exile.  
2. And what we see is the decline of Judah.  

H. What is highlighted is the work of the spiritual reformers. What is celebrated is 
the activity of those who want to turn people back to God.  

1. Little is said about the bad kings or of the failures of good kings. What 
gets stressed is the good news. 

I. Mark Twain famously said, “history doesn’t repeat itself, but occasionally it 
rhymes. Well, there is a sense in which it does repeat itself. 
J. When you study it, you not only see that it is full of coups and collapses, defeats 
and plagues and genocides and injustices of all types. You see a pattern among the people 
of God – an ebb and flow of commitment.  

1. It seems to start with crisis prayer and repentance, “God, I am sorry. 
Please help me.”  Or, “please rescue us.” Which is followed by humility and 
repentance. Which is followed by a slow, steady rebuild. Which is followed by 
prosperity. Which leads to some arrogance and spiritual disinterest, and then 
disobedience. Which is followed by a crisis.  And then followed by repentance. 
2. We see this pattern among the people of God in the Old Testament. It 
happens so often that I find myself wishing God would not rescue people who 
have played him for the chump before. 

K. We find this cycle in a number of places.  
1. The Book of Judges – which is perhaps best known for its phrase, “and 
everyone did what was right in his own eyes,” highlights this cycle:  

a) crisis / repentance / obedience / prosperity / spiritual disinterest. 
b) crisis / repentance. 

2. The Book of 2 Chronicles is another place we see it.  

V. And this is a good place for us to turn because, I think we could all agree that we have 
been living through a period of crisis and decline – that the last fourteen months have 
contained more than a few surprises. And by this I do not mean, “Hey Mom, surprise. We 
all flew in for the weekend.”  I mean, well, you know what I mean.  
A. In January of 2020 we had ideas and plans about what 2020 would look like. 
What we would focus on. And then COVID hit and by early March we were looking at a 
six week delay. 

1. Six weeks! That was my initial sense. Six weeks! What a pain, I thought. 
A six-week delay in my plans! God, what are you thinking? 
2. And, well, six weeks has turned into 18 months 

B. Of course, COVID was not all that 2020 brought. 
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1. The disruption of COVID was disrupted by George Floyd and Ahmaud 
Arbery and Breonna Taylor and more. 
2. And then there was unemployment, and a contentious election and January 
6th  and a Senate run-off. 
3. And there was a whole series of scandals in the church and the Boy 
Scouts. 
4. And the left moved left, and the right moved right and then tension 
ramped up. 
5. It was storm after storm. 

VI. You know this. I do not need to repeat the events.  But as we head into this series – this 
call to pray so that we will be ready for the fall, ready for renewal, ready to go deeper - 
let me share the six things I wrote out and tacked on the wall by my desk.  These are not 
brilliant insights, but things I feel the need to keep reminding myself of them: 
A. One: Many things are going right.  

1. Yes, many things are going wrong. And more things are going wrong for 
some people than for others. We are having very different experiences out there. 
2. But there are many ways to see God’s blessings when we learn to look.  
3. I was doing a history podcast last week. A friend has a new book out and it 
ties in with the Saturday morning podcast I’ve been doing for the last six months. 
4. And he asked me, “what is your favorite time to be alive.” And I think I’d 
say now. I like my iPhone, and penicillin.   
5. I know that some of you are suffering, and I am not making light of that. 
6. There are many – especially outside of this country - who will never 
recover from COVID and all it has wrought.  
7. But in many ways, we are blessed. 

B. Two: Many things are more fragile than I realized. 
1. It sure looks like we are moving out of COVID. We have a long way to 
go, and I suspect some rough moments in getting there. But it’s not lost on me that 
the scientific community and the medical community kicked into hyper drive and 
appeared to find a way forward. Nor is it lost on me that much of the good that 
happened happened in this country. We can be thankful. 
2. But it’s also not lost on me that things might have gone much worse. That 
I assume a level of stability that is not actually there. And that like the market 
challenges of 2007/2008, things were more perilous than many understand.  
3. Much of what we take for granted is more fragile than we know. 
4. This doesn’t frighten me.  Because I believe God has everything under 
control; this world is not my home and Eternity Changes Everything. But it does 
register. And it seems important to acknowledge.  

C. Three: Things are not going back to the way they were.  
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1. In many ways, 2020 was not been an interruption of life, but a disruption. 
A lot of the changes we are processing will be lasting.  
2. Some things – like remote work – were already queued up. COVID just hit 
a fast-forward button.  
3. This means that if you, or your business (or your church) think that things 
will be returning to normal, they are wrong. 
4. In fact, those who are waiting for a new normal are wrong. We need to be 
prepared not just for the new normal, but for the next normal, which will be 
followed by another next normal.   

a) In many ways, change is likely to be ongoing, perhaps even 
accelerating. 

5. If you are looking for stability in this life, you should expect to have less 
success than Euripides in finding it. He was the 5th century BC Greek playwright 
famous for walking around Athens with a lantern – looking hither and yon - trying 
to find… an honest man.  
6. Stability is not going to be found in this world.  

D. Four: In addition to expecting change, we should expect hard. 
1. We should always expect hard. Both the Bible and the history books tell us 
to expect hard.  
2. I highlight this because I think we may be heading into a period of hard. 

a) I suspect that the days in which the church can comfortably exist as 
a subculture in the West may be coming to an end. At least for a while.  
b) I do not know. Perhaps I am wrong.  
c) And I want to note, we have never been called to be a subculture. 
We have been called to be a counterculture – a revolutionary force for 
Christ’s kingdom.  
d) But there were areas of overlap in the past – maybe not as much as 
some of us thought. But I think we may face some forks in the road. 

3. Please do not confuse me with Chicken Little.  Please remember point 
one. I expect that even if we face a new set of challenges because the culture goes 
in directions we cannot – or should not – and even if we lose some political 
freedoms: 

a) We are likely to still have a life that is easier than that faced by 
50% of the people alive today, and 90% of the people who lived before us. 
b) And the hard can be good.  It can help drive us closer to the Lord. 
c) And it can still be a life of joy. You can live well as a counter-
cultural movement. No one can take away what lasts. You can take away 
the things of this world but not the things of the kingdom – not what Jesus 
gives you.   
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4. I share this with you because I find the need to remind myself of this. And 
I share this with myself because I find hard less hard when I expect it.  

E. Five: I need to be more like Christ.  
1. I need a greater depth and spiritual resilience. I need to be more fully 
transformed by the Gospel. I need to be more shaped by Jesus. 
2. I do.  I need a more vibrant love for others - including my enemies - and I 
need a more resilient peace and kindness. And I need to more fully manifest the 
Fruit of the Spirit. I need to be more like Christ.  
3. I came to this conclusion about three years ago. It was born out of two 
insights: 

a) The problems in the church were there because they started in my 
life. 

(1) I have been here long enough that.   
b) If I wanted to change, I was going to have to do something 
different. And so my morning routine expanded. 

(1) On the one hand, I don’t expect you to do what I do. We are 
different people, and we may be at different stages of life. And this 
is my day job.  
(2) But on the other hand, you need to know, you are where 
you are because of the habits and practices of your life. And if you 
want to grow something will need to change.  

4. And I suspect we will need a greater depth to navigate the path ahead. 
F. Six: The church needs to be more fully conformed to the Gospel. 

1. It’s not just that I need to be more like Christ. The church needs to change 
as well – to be renewed.  
2. I believe the church is God’s plan. I believe it will prevail. I think there is 
some real wisdom in the statement that the local church is the hope of the world. 
3. But I only believe that is true when the church is true to her calling, and 
that means it is made up of people who are being shaped by Jesus and the Spirit 
and the Word of God and our mission. 
4. The church can miss the mark by a lot.  
5. At its worst moments, the church acts like just another interest group 
lobbying for its own hopes.  And we’ve had more than a few of those moments 
lately.  
6. This is complicated. Because .  

G.
H. Seven: God is in control.  God is in control and will – as always – bring about his 
plans. 

1. This world cannot provide stability.  It is broken. It is bound to disappoint. 
But the Lord will prevail. His Kingdom will come. His will will be done. 
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2. God hasn't been surprised by any of this. Nor is he worried about any of 
this. His plans will come about. His church will march on. It has survived every 
dictator, every war and every pandemic of the past. It will emerge from today’s 
challenges as well. In fact, today’s challenge just may make the church better and 
stronger.  
3. As a pastor, I worry less about people who are struggling than I do about 
those who are prospering.  Most of us are better equipped – spiritually speaking – 
to handle failure better than we are to handle success.  
4. And God has it all in control. Nothing that is going on is beyond his reach 
– beyond his ability to redeem and restore. 

I. Number Eight: I cannot do everything, but I can do the right thing.  
1. And one of the right things is to pray. 
2. It can be easy to be overwhelmed. We have too many options, to many 
things coming our way. There is too much anger and bad news in the system. It 
feels to me like I have to more intentionally manage my heart and my attitude 
more than in the past. I have to fight for hope. 
3. As I think through all of that, I need to be reminded, that one of the things 
I can do – get to do, must do – is pray.  

VII. And that brings us back to 2 Chronicles 7. Let me read, beginning with verse 11: 
A. The chapter opens with Solomon  
B. And then, in verse 11 we read:  

1. When Solomon had finished the temple of the Lord and the royal palace, 
and had succeeded in carrying out all he had in mind to do in the temple of 
the Lord and in his own palace,12 the Lord appeared to him at night and said: 
2. “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as a 
temple for sacrifices. 
3. 13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command 
locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 14 if my people, 
who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

C. The key passage – the one you may have seen on a poster or coffee mug or 
somewhere else is: 

1. If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

D. Note the four things. If my people: 1) Humble themselves; 2) Pray; 3) Seek God’s 
face; and 4) Turn from their wicked ways. 
E. Then God will: Hear from heaven; Forgive their sin; Heal their land. 
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VIII. Now, before we go further, let me call a time out. I want to be sure we do not take this 
passage out of context. Many do.  Does 2 Chronicles 7:14 – a passage written almost 
3,000 years ago and directed to Israel, God’s chosen people - promise us, the US, that if 
we do this God will prosper us?  No. 
A. This passage is not a guarantee.  

1. We need to read things in context. This is not directed at us.  
2. Not only that, but this idea is not developed in the New Testament. There 
are no passages that imply that if Christians humble themselves and repent that 
God will give them a nation governed by biblical laws and leaders, and that we 
will have a society that behaves itself, morally.  
3. In fact, in the New Testament, in the early church, we see the exact 
opposite. The more the church prayed, humbled itself, and spread the gospel, the 
more Rome persecuted Christians. And yet, we never hear of them claiming 2 
Chronicles 7:14 as God’s promise to them that He would turn things around if 
they would only humble themselves and seek His face more.  

a) Quite the opposite, the New Testament, even Jesus Himself, says 
that we will be persecuted for godly living. 

B. That said, I cite it here because I do believe there are some principles in this verse 
that apply to us. And I believe this in part because these principles are supported by other 
clear and direct Scriptures: 

1. We are God’s people. Those who trust Christ are adopted into His family.  
And He loves us like a father loves his children.  
2. And we are called to be humble – there are many passages that call us to 
this and that celebrate the promises that follow that. 
3. And we are called to pray and seek God’s face? I Thess. 5:17 says as 
much. 
4. And we are told to turn from our wicked ways and pursue holiness – in 
part because it works. Virtuous families and societies tend to work better.   
5. And we are told that God will hear our prayers.  

C. What we do not see promised in the New Testament is that if we do these things 
that God will heal our land. And, the opposite is also true. As we look at history it is 
obvious that when a nation – a people, a village, a country - turn their backs on God, it 
will end poorly. 

1. The results are always ultimately disastrous. 
2. It’s not just that when a nation forsakes God, God forsakes the nation. It’s 
that, God’s laws reflect the grain of the universe. And when you go against the 
grain, you eventually fail.  
3. When you lie, you become known as a liar and that will eventually hurt 
you. When you worship other gods, they fail you. 
4. He has showed us how to live. 
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D. So, I set 2 Chronicles in front of us because the call to humble ourselves, pray, 
seek God and turn from sin is the way forward.  

IX. What do we do?  
A. Earlier this year the elders and some staff met to pray and talk about what was 
going on. To read some books about this moment, talk with other churches, look back, 
look around and look ahead.  We asked lots of questions: 

1. What is the right metaphor for this moment? Is this like training for a 
marathon? The Year of Jubilee? Is there a pruning metaphor? 
2. What parts of the Bible speak to this moment best? 
3. What do we do next? 

B. There were lots of ideas, but we felt like we needed to start by inviting everyone 
into a life more fully yielded to God. To Renew. 

1. We are under no illusion that everyone will want to go there. But that is 
never really the question.  

C. And we thought that part of the next step is to pray 
D. And that sets up this 21 Day prayer focus: 

1. Starting tomorrow you will receive 2-3 minute very basic videos on 
prayer. 
2. And a  
3. And . 

X. Let me challenge you to lean into this – doing so with two goals: 
A. Preparing your heart for next year – for the fall. For a year of renewal. Hopefully 
a year of growth. 
B. And secondly, doing so with a goal of more communion with God. The goal of 
prayer is not prayer. It is not to check a box and say, “Did that, now I can move on.”  It’s 
to draw more fully into God, which leads to: 

1. Greater resilience. And greater joy. And greater security – or less anxiety; 
2. It should lead to more patience and kindness and self-control.  
3. It should contribute towards a life that is being transformed. 

XI. And so, I set before you the 21 Day Prayer Challenge.  


	Set Up
	Today we begin a 3-week series on prayer.  If you have been following the daily devotions Mike sends out, you know he has been leading us up to this.
	And you may also be aware that we have developed a number of resources as part of this series:
	Starting tomorrow there will be 21 days of 2-3 minute videos about prayer. These are very short and very practical and all about how to pray.
	There will also be a couple longer interviews on prayer.
	And a bibliography on prayer for those who want to go a bit deeper.
	And ????.

	Today, Mike takes us to a classic Old Testament passage to frame the series and set a challenge before us. The passage is 2 Chronicles 7:14: If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

	Introduction
	Happy Mother’s Day a week late.
	I joined my four siblings in flying into Little Rock, AR (where my parents retired) to surprise my Mom. (My Dad has passed away). We rendezvoused at the airport on Friday and surprised my mom at a restaurant in Benton, AR. And to our surprise, the surprise worked. And it was a gift, not just to her but to all of us. We had a great weekend together.

	Today I want to set a plan before you – one that will unfold over the next year. One that sets up:
	This series, 21 Days of Prayer – which has several moving parts.
	And one that foreshadows next year – which will be focused on Renewal.
	In the fall we will focus on personal renewal. In the winter we’ll turn to church renewal and in the Spring, we will look out beyond that.
	As you hopefully know, our vision is to “Help fuel a movement that Reaches People and Renews Communities.
	Last year we finished up the REACH campaign – we set out to raise additional funds beyond our operating expenses with the goal of: planting new churches – both overseas and here; seeing new people come to faith and be baptized; and doing more work in North Chicago.
	We did not raise all that we hoped, but we were able to execute on most of our plans.  To date we:
	Have planted four churches overseas: two in Ghana, one in India (which became a digital work about six months ago) and one among refugees in a Middle Eastern country.
	We also launched the Christ Church Vernon Hills and an online campus (which was not really the plan, but we now intend to keep that going. It is our largest campus at the moment).
	In terms of outreach, baptism is an imperfect metric, but we said we wanted 500 baptisms. We are shy of that at the moment.  We have ???
	And in terms of North Chicago, we did invest $1M dollars there and we and well over the 100,000 service hours we set as a goal.
	That is not to suggest we are done REACHING. No, we are called to Reach out with the Gospel and in service. We can never not be about that. But as we head into the fall we are going to focus on Renewal. As I will unpack in a moment, there is a sense that we each need to cultivate a deeper love for Christ, a more robust faith for the future.

	And the passage that sets all of this in motion – and that calls us to prayer is found in 2 Chronicles 7:14

	As you may know:
	2 Chronicles is an Old Testament book that was written in the 5th century BC by Ezra – a scribe and priest involved in the spiritual renewal of the people of God after the Babylonian exile.
	The Old Testament has three types of books: historical, prophetic and wisdom.  Both first and second Chronicles are historical books.
	And the history it tells is told with an eye on how the Jews did spiritually.
	The Old Testament divides up into eight eras. That is, after Genesis 1-11, which is all context and set up – it’s Creation, fall and promise. You then follow the Jews through eight eras:
	The Patriarchs. This starts in Genesis 12 with the call of Abraham. He is the Father of the Jews, to whom the promise is made.
	Exodus
	Conquest
	Judges
	United Kingdom
	Divided Kingdom
	Exile
	Return

	The Books of Chronicles – which is a narration of events – i.e., a history; a record, a “chronicle.”
	The Books of 1 & 2 Chronicles actually repeat information already covered in 1 & 2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings, but they do so from a slightly different angle.
	I Chronicles focus more on the priestly aspect of the time period.
	The Book of 2 Chronicles – our text - is essentially an evaluation of the Jewish nation and its relationship with God.

	And while what we see is mostly bad.
	It focuses on the Southern Kingdom (Judah) from the reign of Solomon to the conclusion of the Babylonian exile.
	And what we see is the decline of Judah.

	What is highlighted is the work of the spiritual reformers. What is celebrated is the activity of those who want to turn people back to God.
	Little is said about the bad kings or of the failures of good kings. What gets stressed is the good news.

	Mark Twain famously said, “history doesn’t repeat itself, but occasionally it rhymes. Well, there is a sense in which it does repeat itself.
	When you study it, you not only see that it is full of coups and collapses, defeats and plagues and genocides and injustices of all types. You see a pattern among the people of God – an ebb and flow of commitment.
	It seems to start with crisis prayer and repentance, “God, I am sorry. Please help me.”  Or, “please rescue us.” Which is followed by humility and repentance. Which is followed by a slow, steady rebuild. Which is followed by prosperity. Which leads to some arrogance and spiritual disinterest, and then disobedience. Which is followed by a crisis.  And then followed by repentance.
	We see this pattern among the people of God in the Old Testament. It happens so often that I find myself wishing God would not rescue people who have played him for the chump before.

	We find this cycle in a number of places.
	The Book of Judges – which is perhaps best known for its phrase, “and everyone did what was right in his own eyes,” highlights this cycle:
	crisis / repentance / obedience / prosperity / spiritual disinterest.
	crisis / repentance.
	The Book of 2 Chronicles is another place we see it.


	And this is a good place for us to turn because, I think we could all agree that we have been living through a period of crisis and decline – that the last fourteen months have contained more than a few surprises. And by this I do not mean, “Hey Mom, surprise. We all flew in for the weekend.”  I mean, well, you know what I mean.
	In January of 2020 we had ideas and plans about what 2020 would look like. What we would focus on. And then COVID hit and by early March we were looking at a six week delay.
	Six weeks! That was my initial sense. Six weeks! What a pain, I thought. A six-week delay in my plans! God, what are you thinking?
	And, well, six weeks has turned into 18 months

	Of course, COVID was not all that 2020 brought.
	The disruption of COVID was disrupted by George Floyd and Ahmaud Arbery and Breonna Taylor and more.
	And then there was unemployment, and a contentious election and January 6th  and a Senate run-off.
	And there was a whole series of scandals in the church and the Boy Scouts.
	And the left moved left, and the right moved right and then tension ramped up.
	It was storm after storm.


	You know this. I do not need to repeat the events.  But as we head into this series – this call to pray so that we will be ready for the fall, ready for renewal, ready to go deeper - let me share the six things I wrote out and tacked on the wall by my desk.  These are not brilliant insights, but things I feel the need to keep reminding myself of them:
	One: Many things are going right.
	Yes, many things are going wrong. And more things are going wrong for some people than for others. We are having very different experiences out there.
	But there are many ways to see God’s blessings when we learn to look.
	I was doing a history podcast last week. A friend has a new book out and it ties in with the Saturday morning podcast I’ve been doing for the last six months.
	And he asked me, “what is your favorite time to be alive.” And I think I’d say now. I like my iPhone, and penicillin.
	I know that some of you are suffering, and I am not making light of that.
	There are many – especially outside of this country - who will never recover from COVID and all it has wrought.
	But in many ways, we are blessed.

	Two: Many things are more fragile than I realized.
	It sure looks like we are moving out of COVID. We have a long way to go, and I suspect some rough moments in getting there. But it’s not lost on me that the scientific community and the medical community kicked into hyper drive and appeared to find a way forward. Nor is it lost on me that much of the good that happened happened in this country. We can be thankful.
	But it’s also not lost on me that things might have gone much worse. That I assume a level of stability that is not actually there. And that like the market challenges of 2007/2008, things were more perilous than many understand.
	Much of what we take for granted is more fragile than we know.
	This doesn’t frighten me.  Because I believe God has everything under control; this world is not my home and Eternity Changes Everything. But it does register. And it seems important to acknowledge.

	Three: Things are not going back to the way they were.
	In many ways, 2020 was not been an interruption of life, but a disruption. A lot of the changes we are processing will be lasting.
	Some things – like remote work – were already queued up. COVID just hit a fast-forward button.
	This means that if you, or your business (or your church) think that things will be returning to normal, they are wrong.
	In fact, those who are waiting for a new normal are wrong. We need to be prepared not just for the new normal, but for the next normal, which will be followed by another next normal.
	In many ways, change is likely to be ongoing, perhaps even accelerating.
	If you are looking for stability in this life, you should expect to have less success than Euripides in finding it. He was the 5th century BC Greek playwright famous for walking around Athens with a lantern – looking hither and yon - trying to find… an honest man.
	Stability is not going to be found in this world.

	Four: In addition to expecting change, we should expect hard.
	We should always expect hard. Both the Bible and the history books tell us to expect hard.
	I highlight this because I think we may be heading into a period of hard.
	I suspect that the days in which the church can comfortably exist as a subculture in the West may be coming to an end. At least for a while.
	I do not know. Perhaps I am wrong.
	And I want to note, we have never been called to be a subculture. We have been called to be a counterculture – a revolutionary force for Christ’s kingdom.
	But there were areas of overlap in the past – maybe not as much as some of us thought. But I think we may face some forks in the road.
	Please do not confuse me with Chicken Little.  Please remember point one. I expect that even if we face a new set of challenges because the culture goes in directions we cannot – or should not – and even if we lose some political freedoms:
	We are likely to still have a life that is easier than that faced by 50% of the people alive today, and 90% of the people who lived before us.
	And the hard can be good.  It can help drive us closer to the Lord.
	And it can still be a life of joy. You can live well as a counter-cultural movement. No one can take away what lasts. You can take away the things of this world but not the things of the kingdom – not what Jesus gives you.
	I share this with you because I find the need to remind myself of this. And I share this with myself because I find hard less hard when I expect it.

	Five: I need to be more like Christ.
	I need a greater depth and spiritual resilience. I need to be more fully transformed by the Gospel. I need to be more shaped by Jesus.
	I do.  I need a more vibrant love for others - including my enemies - and I need a more resilient peace and kindness. And I need to more fully manifest the Fruit of the Spirit. I need to be more like Christ.
	I came to this conclusion about three years ago. It was born out of two insights:
	The problems in the church were there because they started in my life.
	I have been here long enough that.
	If I wanted to change, I was going to have to do something different. And so my morning routine expanded.
	On the one hand, I don’t expect you to do what I do. We are different people, and we may be at different stages of life. And this is my day job.
	But on the other hand, you need to know, you are where you are because of the habits and practices of your life. And if you want to grow something will need to change.
	And I suspect we will need a greater depth to navigate the path ahead.

	Six: The church needs to be more fully conformed to the Gospel.
	It’s not just that I need to be more like Christ. The church needs to change as well – to be renewed.
	I believe the church is God’s plan. I believe it will prevail. I think there is some real wisdom in the statement that the local church is the hope of the world.
	But I only believe that is true when the church is true to her calling, and that means it is made up of people who are being shaped by Jesus and the Spirit and the Word of God and our mission.
	The church can miss the mark by a lot.
	At its worst moments, the church acts like just another interest group lobbying for its own hopes.  And we’ve had more than a few of those moments lately.
	This is complicated. Because .

	Seven: God is in control.  God is in control and will – as always – bring about his plans.
	This world cannot provide stability.  It is broken. It is bound to disappoint. But the Lord will prevail. His Kingdom will come. His will will be done.
	God hasn't been surprised by any of this. Nor is he worried about any of this. His plans will come about. His church will march on. It has survived every dictator, every war and every pandemic of the past. It will emerge from today’s challenges as well. In fact, today’s challenge just may make the church better and stronger.
	As a pastor, I worry less about people who are struggling than I do about those who are prospering.  Most of us are better equipped – spiritually speaking – to handle failure better than we are to handle success.
	And God has it all in control. Nothing that is going on is beyond his reach – beyond his ability to redeem and restore.

	Number Eight: I cannot do everything, but I can do the right thing.
	And one of the right things is to pray.
	It can be easy to be overwhelmed. We have too many options, to many things coming our way. There is too much anger and bad news in the system. It feels to me like I have to more intentionally manage my heart and my attitude more than in the past. I have to fight for hope.
	As I think through all of that, I need to be reminded, that one of the things I can do – get to do, must do – is pray.


	And that brings us back to 2 Chronicles 7. Let me read, beginning with verse 11:
	The chapter opens with Solomon
	And then, in verse 11 we read:
	When Solomon had finished the temple of the Lord and the royal palace, and had succeeded in carrying out all he had in mind to do in the temple of the Lord and in his own palace,12 the Lord appeared to him at night and said:
	“I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as a temple for sacrifices.
	13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

	The key passage – the one you may have seen on a poster or coffee mug or somewhere else is:
	If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

	Note the four things. If my people: 1) Humble themselves; 2) Pray; 3) Seek God’s face; and 4) Turn from their wicked ways.
	Then God will: Hear from heaven; Forgive their sin; Heal their land.

	Now, before we go further, let me call a time out. I want to be sure we do not take this passage out of context. Many do.  Does 2 Chronicles 7:14 – a passage written almost 3,000 years ago and directed to Israel, God’s chosen people - promise us, the US, that if we do this God will prosper us?  No.
	This passage is not a guarantee.
	We need to read things in context. This is not directed at us.
	Not only that, but this idea is not developed in the New Testament. There are no passages that imply that if Christians humble themselves and repent that God will give them a nation governed by biblical laws and leaders, and that we will have a society that behaves itself, morally.
	In fact, in the New Testament, in the early church, we see the exact opposite. The more the church prayed, humbled itself, and spread the gospel, the more Rome persecuted Christians. And yet, we never hear of them claiming 2 Chronicles 7:14 as God’s promise to them that He would turn things around if they would only humble themselves and seek His face more.
	Quite the opposite, the New Testament, even Jesus Himself, says that we will be persecuted for godly living.

	That said, I cite it here because I do believe there are some principles in this verse that apply to us. And I believe this in part because these principles are supported by other clear and direct Scriptures:
	We are God’s people. Those who trust Christ are adopted into His family.  And He loves us like a father loves his children.
	And we are called to be humble – there are many passages that call us to this and that celebrate the promises that follow that.
	And we are called to pray and seek God’s face? I Thess. 5:17 says as much.
	And we are told to turn from our wicked ways and pursue holiness – in part because it works. Virtuous families and societies tend to work better.
	And we are told that God will hear our prayers.

	What we do not see promised in the New Testament is that if we do these things that God will heal our land. And, the opposite is also true. As we look at history it is obvious that when a nation – a people, a village, a country - turn their backs on God, it will end poorly.
	The results are always ultimately disastrous.
	It’s not just that when a nation forsakes God, God forsakes the nation. It’s that, God’s laws reflect the grain of the universe. And when you go against the grain, you eventually fail.
	When you lie, you become known as a liar and that will eventually hurt you. When you worship other gods, they fail you.
	He has showed us how to live.

	So, I set 2 Chronicles in front of us because the call to humble ourselves, pray, seek God and turn from sin is the way forward.

	What do we do?
	Earlier this year the elders and some staff met to pray and talk about what was going on. To read some books about this moment, talk with other churches, look back, look around and look ahead.  We asked lots of questions:
	What is the right metaphor for this moment? Is this like training for a marathon? The Year of Jubilee? Is there a pruning metaphor?
	What parts of the Bible speak to this moment best?
	What do we do next?

	There were lots of ideas, but we felt like we needed to start by inviting everyone into a life more fully yielded to God. To Renew.
	We are under no illusion that everyone will want to go there. But that is never really the question.

	And we thought that part of the next step is to pray
	And that sets up this 21 Day prayer focus:
	Starting tomorrow you will receive 2-3 minute very basic videos on prayer.
	And a
	And .


	Let me challenge you to lean into this – doing so with two goals:
	Preparing your heart for next year – for the fall. For a year of renewal. Hopefully a year of growth.
	And secondly, doing so with a goal of more communion with God. The goal of prayer is not prayer. It is not to check a box and say, “Did that, now I can move on.”  It’s to draw more fully into God, which leads to:
	Greater resilience. And greater joy. And greater security – or less anxiety;
	It should lead to more patience and kindness and self-control.
	It should contribute towards a life that is being transformed.


	And so, I set before you the 21 Day Prayer Challenge.

