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I. Set Up:  
A. Welcome. He is Risen / He is risen indeed.  
B. Today we focus on the resurrection of Jesus from the dead – which is the pivot 
point of history and, along with his Crucifixion, the pivot point of the Bible. In so many 
ways, much of both the Old and New Testament are pointing to this moment. 
C. In the sermon today – which is part of the I AM series we have been in – there are 
two texts:  I Cor. 15, which will be read throughout the worship set, and John 11:20f, 
which I will read right now.  Lazarus, Jesus’s good friend and Mary and Martha’s 
brother, has died a few days earlier. This passage picks up on Christ’s conversation with 
Martha, who says: 

1. “If You had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 
know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.” 
2. 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
3. 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day.” 
4. 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 
Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me 
shall never die. 

D. Right now… 

II. Intro 
A. Halfway through grad school, I took a semester off to move to Statesboro, 
Georgia and get married. For the first three months, Sheri was finishing her student 
teaching and I worked at a sawmill. At that point, I got hired by two guys from the church 
we were attending. They co-owned a small construction company. Their names were 
Brian and Tim. I have very few carpentry skills. They brought me on to be the grunt. 
B. Brian and Tim both fit the central casting mold for deep south construction 
workers, especially Brian. He had a heavy southern accent, drove a pickup truck with a 
gun rack and dressed up for church by wearing his nice belt with his jeans.  
C. Both Brian and Tim loved to hunt and fish. So many mornings, they would be in a 
deer stand or fishing from 4 – 6, and then we’d all meet for breakfast at 7, and then start 
work. 
D. They were good-natured and joked around a lot. I was mostly called “Yankee” 
and they delighted in giving me the worst jobs – insulating an attic - which in South 
Georgia in August meant stepping into a sauna.   
E. Well, one of the things I remember most about Brian is that whenever I’d ask him 
about how the hunting went, or how his weekend went – he was married and had a young 
daughter – he’d always say, “We had us a time.”  
F. We had us a time. 
G. I always wanted to say, “You realize that sentence lacks an adjective, right? What 
kind of time did you have? A good time? A bad time? A hard time?”  But I learned to not 
say anything, because after about thirty seconds he’d add some commentary – usually a 
joke about how Tim had missed his shot or snagged his line or something.  
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H. I decided that he used the line, “we had us a time,” to refer to something intense. 
I. Well, I think it’s safe to say, in the last twelve months, “we’ve had us a time.” 
J. We’ve had us a year.  And it’s still going. 

III. About nine months ago, I started reading about the resurrection. I did this because: 
A. We’d been having us a time, and I was looking for a little encouragement. There 
was enough hard and bad news to fill my day. I wanted some hope.  
B. I did it because some new books on the resurrection had come out. The main one 
by NT Wright – a prominent author and theologian. He’s probably written fifty books, 
but this is supposedly his magnum opus. And its 800 pages.  

1. I’d heard one guy who was so moved by it - who found it so powerful - 
that when he finished it he cried. That got my attention. For the record, I didn’t 
cry. But I haven’t finished it either.  
2. There were a couple other – thankfully much smaller books - out as well.  

C. So, I read because, “we’d been having us a time,” and because there were some 
new books out, but also because I thought I should branch out.  

1. Before last Easter I had looked through my file folder on the resurrection – 
which has lots of notes and articles from others, but also talks that I have given on 
the resurrection that go back to the mid 80s. I am going to guess that I have 
probably given thirty presentations (lectures, talks, sermons) on the Resurrection. 
Some on college campuses, most in churches. But when I read over them my 
assessment was, I hadn’t really given thirty talks, I’d given the same talk 30 
different times. I had used the same approach. I thought, I need to branch out. 

D. For me, everything has always pivoted around what Paul says in I Cor. 15 – the 
passage that was read.  It’s Paul making the obvious point: If Jesus defeated death we  
need to pay attention; but if he didn’t, why would we?  
E. Of course, the question about the resurrection is actually bigger than just the 
resurrection. It has to be set in it’s context, which mostly means, we also have to look at 
Jesus. When you back up and realize that: 

1. He is the most influential person to ever live; 
2. He is the one who gave us greatest ethical system we have; 
3. He is the one who launched the church – the largest, longest lasting, most 
global and most ethnically diverse organization in the history of the world; 
4. He is the one who inspired the formation of hospitals, orphanages and 
human rights. He is the one who has inspired more authors and artists and 
philanthropists than anyone else. 
5. And then you realize, he also made all of these claims about the 
resurrection – about dying and coming back to life – well, it becomes a much 
more interesting and compelling story.  We are not talking about you or me rising 
from the dead – but the most amazing person ever. 

F. For the record, we’ve been in a series looking at the seven “I AM statements” 
Jesus makes in the Gospel of John.  

1. I am the bread of life. I am the light of the world. I am the way, the truth 
and the life. I am the good shepherd. Those. 
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2. A few weeks back I walked us through John 8, where Jesus said, “I Am 
the I Am.” And in that sermon I noted that this was a huge claim. In so many 
ways, it is the greatest claim anyone could ever make. It was a claim to be eternal; 
it was a claim to be the Creator God; it was a claim to be the most important and 
powerful being ever.  
3. And I noted, that making these kind of claims is what Jesus does all the 
time. This surprises folks, because He lives simply, so they think he is humble. 
But in actuality, Jesus makes the biggest claims ever.  
4. And the nature of his claims forces us to choose. Jesus is either God or a 
bad man. 

G. We have something like that going on with the I am statement that was read 
earlier in the service. In John 11 Jesus and his followers are heading back to see Lazarus.  
Jesus knows – but the disciples do not – that Lazarus has already died. Jesus had delayed 
his arrival so as to allow Lazarus to die. When they get there, he’s been dead for four 
days. And his two sisters are deep in mourning.  

1. In verse 20, Martha – Lazarus’s sister – says to Jesus, “if You had been 
here, my brother would not have died.  
2. In verse 23 Jesus says to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
3. She says, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last 
day.” 
4. 25 Jesus responds: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 
Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me 
shall never die. 
5. Which is a crazy statement. But then he raises Lazarus from the dead.  

H. And that is sort of my point – the point I have made everytime I have spoken on 
the resurrection. We have the most amazing man doing the most amazing things and 
making the most amazing claims. We need – you need – to pay attention.  

1. After all, when you realize that the one who is claiming to be God is the 
same one who perfectly fulfills several hundred Old Testament predictions; 
2. And when you realize that the one claiming to be God had the biggest 
impact on those closest to him. 
3. And when you realize that the people who signed up were Jews, who were 
the last people you would expect to believe something like this. As Jews they 
thought there was only one God, and that this God was in heaven and 
unapproachable. And yet, they also say, “and this guy is also God.” 
4. And when you read the Gospels you find a picture of man who is utterly 
unique. Who is amazing. Shockingly good. Wise. Kind. Fierce. Wonderful. 
Brilliant. Unpredictable and unique. 
5. And when you realize that the one who everyone thinks rose from the 
dead had said that that is what he was going to do. In Matthew 16:21 – shortly 
after Peter says he thinks Jesus is the Messiah - Jesus says: 21 From that time on 
Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 
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6. And when you realize that because he said he was going to do it, the 
Romans posted guards at his tomb to prevent anyone from stealing his body. 
7. And when you realize that even Christ’s enemies agree that the body went 
missing – while the explanations they offer are laughable 
8. And when you realize that the entire Bible revolves around this event. 
9. And when you realize that all of the sermons in the Book of Acts are about 
the resurrection – except the one in Acts 7, which is being given by Stephen until 
it is cut short by his stoning - during which the Risen Christ makes an appearance.  
10. And when you realize that it would take something like this to cause a 
bunch of Jews to change the date of their Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday; 

I. When you get all of that, I hope you understand why I keep jumping up and down 
about the resurrection.  Look, I believe there is compelling reason to believe that Jesus is 
who He claims to be and that you should follow him. 
J. I am betting my life on the idea that He died in my place and rose again. And let 
me say, if you want to talk about Jesus or the resurrection, send me a note, or send me 
your question. My email is right here. 

IV. But that is not exactly what I am doing this year. After racing through all of that, let me 
say, this year I want to use my time to go in a different direction. I am going to share with those 
of you who already believe, two ways the resurrection changes things for you.  

A. As opposed to using the evidence of the resurrection to say you should believe, I 
want to say to those of you who do believe, this is what the resurrection can mean to you 
– especially those of you who “have been having a year.” 
B. The question is, “what has the resurrection done for me lately?”  If you have ever 
watched Monty Python,1 you might remember the sketch where a group of first century 
Jews are complaining about the Romans. And John Cleese, who is the leader of this 
group, is announcing their plans to overthrow the Roman Empire.  And he ends his 
speech by asking, rhetorically, “What have the Romans ever done for us?”  He is trying 
to whip up the crowd.  
C. And everyone cheers. And then there is silence and someone says, “well, there are 
the aqueducts.”   
D. “What?” 
E. You asked, “what have the Romans done for us. There is the aqueducts.  Running 
water is nice.”  And Cleese says, “OK. Right. But other than the aqueducts, what have the 
Romans ever done for us.  
F. And someone says. “peace.” And then there is this cascade of answers: sanitation, 
peace, public health, roads, education, irrigation. 
G. It’s Monty Python. But it’s a great segue. Many do not think of the resurrection 
having done anything for them. The focus tends to be on the crucifixion.  

V. Well, there are a number of things the resurrection has done for us – let me mention two. 
The first is: It gives us a receipt.  

A. In Romans 4:25, Paul explains that Jesus “was delivered over to death for our 
sins, and was raised to life for our justification.” He died for our sins, he was raised for 
our justification.  
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B. Justification is the theological word for a legal concept. It means we are declared 
innocent.  Not that we are perfect, but that our debt is paid. 
C. The inner workings of the Trinity on the cross is a bit deep. The way God 
arranges our atonement is a bit of a mystery. But let’s note right now that, the fact that 
Jesus rose from the dead is proof that our debt has been secured.  
D. Jesus said he was God and was going to die in our place as our sacrifice to secure 
our redemption.  How do we know he did? Well, he came back to life. 
E. We can think of his resurrection as our receipt. If you are shopping at Cost Co, 
you know that you better hold on to your receipt, because you are going to get stopped at 
the door, and you had better have your receipt to prove that you have paid. Jesus rising 
from the dead is a bit of a receipt.  
F. And by the way, it’s not just a receipt to show others, it may be a receipt you look 
at yourself as well. 
G. It may be the kind of thing you need to turn to for your own assurance.  
H. There will be times when you will get knocked around by life. For some of you 
that is happening right now.  
I. Some think that when they come to faith they are signing up for an easy life. No. I 
can pretty much assure you that things will be harder than you expected. And there will 
be times when you will find yourself confused. Perhaps to the point of asking, “God, 
what are you doing?” Or, “God, are you there?” When that happens, Jesus in general - 
and the resurrection in particular – is a great back stop.  
J. When I came to faith, I was shown an illustration of a train. Perhaps you have 
seen it. The train has an engine a coal car and a caboose. And what I was taught was that 
the engine is faith, the coal car is facts and the caboose is feelings. Whether this was the 
intent or not, I understood it to mean, feelings don’t matter. And that was – is – a mistake. 
I think the model is still the right one. I would simply emphasize the need for the 
caboose. But the big point is, when our faith is rattled, we need the facts – the evidence- 
to support it. And the resurrection is part of the evidence that I cannot escape. 
K. There are days when I don’t feel deeply connected to God – and there have been 
times when I have had to step back and start pushing on things. What can I be sure of?  
And when that has happened – and it has been quite a while, but when it has even started 
to happen - Jesus himself, and all he said and inspired and did – including the 
resurrection – is a place to ground my life.  
L. One of the things the resurrection is for us is a confirmation. It’s a receipt we can 
look at.  
M. By the way, as an aside, in recent years, the evidence for Jesus has gotten stronger 
around this very passage. 

VI. Also – second – the resurrection offers a solution to the problem of death. Which is a big 
problem. 

A. Leo Tolstoy, the great Russian novelist, who wrote Anna Karenina and War and 
Peace, spoke about this.  
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1. He wrote about how he rejected Christianity as a child, became ambitious 
and initially thought pleasure would be the answer. He entered the social world of 
Moscow and St. Petersburg - drinking, sleeping around, gambling – a wildlife. 
But it didn’t work. He did not find the joy he was looking for.  
2. So he moved on. He decided that money would provide what he was 
looking for. He had a significant inheritance to start with, but he went to work to 
expand that and he made a lot of money as a writer. But that didn’t do it.  
3. Nor, he realized, did success. It also failed to provide the meaning he was 
after. The Encyclopedia Britannica suggests that Tolstoy is one of the two or three 
greatest novelists of all time. But that wasn’t enough. 
4. So maybe, he thought, it would come through family. He married in 1862 
and had 13 children – which suggests that he gave the family thing a serious 
chance. But he still felt empty.  
5. Tolstoy is one of the few who got virtually everything he went after. Most 
of us don’t. But he did, he achieved all his ambitions and was able to surround 
himself with all the things he thought would bring happiness. And yet he became 
suicidal. He was plagued by a question: What meaning does my life have that the 
inevitability of my death doesn’t destroy? 

B. Others frame the death issue differently. They are not worried about it wiping out 
meaning. They are just scared of it. And so, they live in denial.  

1. The ancient Romans did this. They didn’t want to think about death, so 
they didn’t talk about it and they put their cemeteries underground, so they would 
never have to look at them and think about their death. (This is where the early 
Christians often met, because the Romans would never go there). 
2. I know people today who refuse to stay in the room if you mention death. I 
know some people who have never been to a funeral. After all, funerals are not 
places where you can ignore death.  

a) I heard one pastor say that the emotion he senses most at a funerals 
today is… embarrassment.  
b) I read a writer who said, For society’s sake we must hide the 
unbearable disturbance caused by the ugliness of dying. People need to 
believe that life is happy.” 

3. Avoiding funerals and death is not that hard to do because there is a broad 
conspiracy of denial out there.  
4. So, because some are threatened by death they avoid thinking about it.  

C. Others go in a different direction. They sentimentalize it. 
1. Psychologists tell us that if we refuse to face our fears, those fears will 
eventually control us. It seems that there is a group of people who want to face 
their death but not really, so they say things like, “Death is our friend. Death is 
natural. Its peaceful. It’s just part of life. It’s nothing to avoid.”  
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D. This is a lie 
1. The Bible says death is an enemy – I Cor. 15 calls it our last enemy. 
2. And in the Lazarus passage I read, we see that Jesus wept in the presence 
of Lazarus even though He knew he was going to raise him. Why did he weep. 
Death is a tragedy. It is ugly. It is not our friend.  
3. When my Dad died – peacefully. At peace with God and with those 
around him. Dying after having said all his goodbyes. My Dad slipped away. It 
was, by some accounts, as good as it gets. But it was ugly. He had been reduced 
to a shell of who he was. We were not made to die.  

E. Christianity says death is our enemy, but it is defeated. And the resurrection is 
proof. As the I Cor. 15 passage we heard stated, because of Christ death has lost its sting.  
F. If you have been here long you know that I do not cite poems. It’s not my style. I 
am poorer for it.   
G. In fact, the other day I thought, I may make it forty years and never cite a poem. 
Nope. I’m going to do it right here. There is a great poem by George Herbert. It contains 
a dialogue between death and a Christian. And I love it because the Christian taunts 
death: 

1. Xn:  Alas, poor Death! Where is thy glory? Where is thy famous force, thy 
ancient sting? 
2. Death: Alas, poor mortal, void of story! Go spell and read how I have 
killed thy King. 
3. Xn: Poor Death! And who was hurt thereby? Thy curse being laid on him 
make thee accurst. 
4. Death: Let losers talk, yet thou shalt die; These arms shall crush thee. 
5. Xn: Spare not, do thy worst. I shall be one day better than before; Thou so 
much worse, that thou shalt be no more.  

H. Which is what Paul says in I Cor. 15. Death has already been defeated, and in the 
end it will be destroyed.  
I. Men and women, because of the resurrection, every Christian has the power to 
taunt death. It has lost its sting.  
J. The worst thing that can happen to you is the best thing that can happen to you. 
Death is a dark tunnel into a glorious ball room. 
K. If we are in Christ, if we live we are with God. If we die we are more fully with 
God.  
L. Do you have your receipt? Do you have the assurance to live without fear of 
death.  Or are you letting other things keeping you from focusing on Jesus – his life, 
death, resurrection, and offer.  
M. How are you facing death? Denial? Sentimentalism? Fear? If so, Jesus is the 
Resurrection and Life. Turn to Jesus. 

 
1 Adrian Warnock, Raised with Christ, Crossway, 2010, p. 103. 


