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On the next page, fill in what Christmas is to you. Share it on social media and tag us! @christchurchil

Christmas will look di�erent this year. COVID pretty much assures that. But it hasn’t acted alone.

Alongside the pandemic, 2020 has witnessed: unsettling issues of race and justice, a contentious 
election, unemployment and economic uncertainty, travel restrictions, loneliness and more.

In light of this it seems like an ideal time to focus on the simplicity of Christmas – i.e., the things 
that can never change.

Under the banner: Christmas Is…, we will look at how Christmas is disruptive, Good News, and of 
course, Jesus. So here’s what I need you to do to make the most of this season:

First: Commit to attending a Christ Church service every week. Whether you attend one of our four 
physical campuses or join us via Christ Church Online, decide now that it is going to happen. 
Gathering together as a community for prayer, worship and teaching is a non-negotiable at a time 
like this.

Second: Take time to re�ect and engage with this series. We’ve provided this guidebook to make 
that easy. It contains study guides, re�ection questions, and ideas for traditions.  It is perfect for 
you, your family and your small group.

Third: Don’t be isolated. If you are not in a small group, join one. If you are struggling, ask for help.  
The sta� is here for you.

Press on,

Mike Woodru�, Senior Pastor

When you think of CHRISTMAS, what comes to mind? 





HOSTED ONLINE SERVICES
Sunday: 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Watch at christchurchil.org/watch.

CHRIST CHURCH CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
December 24 & 25
Watch on demand and celebrate Christmas

SUNDAY SERVICES
We are back in the building with 
precautions in place. Learn more 
at christchurchil.org/regathering.

THANKSGIVING SERVICES
Sunday, November 29
Come share what you are thankful for 
and celebrate what God has done in 
other’s lives.

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS
Sunday, December 13
Celebrate Jesus’ birthday at home! Our kit 
has everything you need to host your own 
party including cake mix, frosting and 
some fun surprises! Sign up online and 
then drive through to pick up your box!

CAROLS AND LIGHTS
Sunday, December 13, 4:00 & 5:00  p.m.
A safe and fun way to celebrate outdoors. 
Held at the Lake Forest campus.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Thursday, December 24
Celebrate with us in person. RSVP at 
christchurchil.org/christmas.

IN-PERSON

ONLINE

CHRIST CHURCH
Celebrate at 

CHRISTCHURCHIL.ORG/CHRISTMAS

Reservations are required for all events.
Scan the QR code or visit our website 
to RSVP and get current information. 

https://christchurchil.org/christmas


SMALL GROUP
DISCUSSION GUIDES

These guides are designed to take your group deeper into the
biblical text, engaging both hearts and minds, as you wrestle together with

how to faithfully live out what you’re learning in practical, Spirit-led ways. Our
hope is that your group meetings will also provide space for meaningful

connection. It is our deepest desire that at the end of the series, God would
have spoken to all of us in profound ways and that we are more in love with

Jesus and His people as a result.



Week 1 - November 29

WORSHIP
Read Psalm 30 aloud. Take a moment to re�ect on God’s Word and center in Him.

FELLOWSHIP
Who is the most grateful or joyful person you know? 

DISCUSSION

1. What does it mean to be thankful?

2. Respond to this description of gratitude by Christine Pohl:

“Gratitude involves knowing that we are held secure by a loving God, and that the God we worship is trustworthy, 
despite the nearly unbearable sorrow we might encounter along the way (Psalm 13). A capacity to be thankful in 
the midst of hard times requires acknowledging that we do not know the whole story, that we are living before it 
is complete, and that we are thankful for the presence of God and faithful persons in our lives. Gratitude is a 
crucial way in which death and destruction do not have the �nal word, and cannot �nally de�ne us.” 1

-Why do we need to practice being thankful, especially in hard times?
-What does gratitude have to do with death and destruction not having “the �nal word”?

3. Paul instructs us to “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). Spend the rest of your discussion time practicing 
giving thanks to God. Invite each person to share what they are thankful for this year. Consider these 
questions to get the ball rolling:

-How has God blessed you this year? 
-What growth have you noticed in yourself, your small group, or in others close to you?
-Is there a way you can see God at work in a di�cult situation or relationship?
-What does the gift of new life in Christ mean to you?
-How will you carry a spirit of thankfulness into this week? Consider writing in a gratitude 
journal each morning, turning to God in prayer when you feel entitled or envious or ungrateful, 
or letting someone know what you appreciate about them.

PRAYER
Ask for prayer requests; try to remember any needs that came up during the fellowship or discussion 
time. Check in on requests from last week, if you can. Does anyone have a practical need that another 
group member may be able to help with?

Pray for group, church, and community needs. Thank God for all the blessings that were shared during 
your discussion time. 

1 Christine D. Pohl, Living into Community: Cultivating Practices That Sustain Us (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2012), 26.

GRATITUDE SUNDAY



Week 2 - December 6

WORSHIP
Read Isaiah 25:6-9 aloud. Take a moment to re�ect on God’s Word and center in Him.

FELLOWSHIP
What is the best meal you have ever had? What made it so special?

DISCUSSION

1. Talk about your experiences and understandings of Communion.
 
 -What do you remember about the �rst time you took Communion?
 -What does Communion mean to you now?
 -What questions do you have about it?

2. Read Exodus 12:17-32.
 
 -What details stand out to you?
 -How would you explain this event and its signi�cance to Israel?
 -What connection does the Passover Lamb have to Jesus?

3. Read Revelation 19:6-9.
 
 -Whose wedding is described here?
 -How has the bride prepared herself and been prepared?

4. How might Communion point us back to the Passover and Exodus, as well as forward to the wedding supper?

 -How does knowing this context enrich your understanding of Communion?

5. Celebrate Communion together, as you are able with proper Covid-19 precautions.
 
 -Ask one person to read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26.
 -As they read, pause to allow everyone to partake in the bread and juice.
 -Respond together with “Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.”
 -What was this experience like for you? 

6. How will what you’ve discussed and experienced of Communion shape how you live this week?

PRAYER
Ask for prayer requests; try to remember any needs that came up during the fellowship or discussion 
time. Check in on requests from last week, if you can. Does anyone have a practical need that another 
group member may be able to help with?

Pray for group, church, and community needs. Close with the Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:2-4).

THE TRIUMPH OF THE LAMB: COMMUNION



Week 3 - December 13

WORSHIP
Read Psalm 89:1-8 aloud. Take a moment to re�ect on God’s Word and center in Him.

FELLOWSHIP
Fill in the blank: “Christmas is…” 
Is your answer di�erent this year than it might have been in previous years?

DISCUSSION

1. In what ways can Christmas be disruptive?

2. How might Jesus’ arrival have been disruptive to Mary, His mother?

3. Read Luke 1:46-55.
 
 -What does Mary’s Song tell us about God?
 -Which of the works of God that she names is most meaningful to you today?
 -What do you notice about Mary in her response?
 -When was the last time your “soul glori�ed the Lord”? How did that look?

4. What can you learn from Mary’s response?
 
 -Is there someone you need to tell about the great things God has done for you?

5. How might the arrival of Jesus be a good disruption in your life?
 
 -Is there something in you that needs to be disrupted, perhaps to make room for Jesus as Lord, to 
 wake you up to His truth, or to open you to His healing?
 -What is one way you will lean into the good disruption of Jesus this week? 

PRAYER
Ask for prayer requests; try to remember any needs that came up during the fellowship or discussion 
time. Check in on requests from last week, if you can. Does anyone have a practical need that another 
group member may be able to help with?

Pray for group, church, and community needs. Close by reading Mary’s Song again (Luke1:46-55) or by 
inviting everyone to thank God for one of the great things He has done. Encourage the group to write 
their own “song” to God this week.

CHRISTMAS IS disruptive



Week 4 - December 20

WORSHIP
Read Psalm 23 aloud. Take a moment to re�ect on God’s Word and center in Him.

FELLOWSHIP
What are you most looking forward to this Christmas?

DISCUSSION

1. What is the best news you’ve ever received?

2. Read Isaiah 40:1-11. 

 -What is the good news in verse 2? 
 -What do you notice about the revelation of God’s glory (vv. 3-5)?
 -What do verses 6-8 tell us about ourselves and about the word of God?
 -How is God described in verses 10-11? 

3. Which part of Isaiah 40:1-11 is most comforting to you? Why?

4. Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-11.
 
 -What do notice about the comfort we receive from God and o�er others (vv. 3-8)?
 -How do Paul’s troubles in verses 8-10 a�ect your view of God’s comfort?

5. In what ways is Christmas good news? 
 
 -Is there someone in your life who needs to hear this good news?
 -What is one way you can soak in the good news this week?

PRAYER
Ask for prayer requests; try to remember any needs that came up during the fellowship or discussion time. 
Check in on requests from last week, if you can. Does anyone have a practical need that another group 
member may be able to help with?

Pray for group, church, and community needs. Close with this prayer by Ted Loder:

Lord God, in the deepest night there rises the star of morning, of birth, the herald of a new day you are making, 
a day of great joy dawning in yet faint shafts of light and love.  I hear whispers of peace in the stillness, fresh 
breezes of promise stirring, winter sparrows chirping of life, a baby’s cry of need and hope—Christmas! In 
the darkness I see the light and �nd in it comfort, con�dence, cause for celebration, for the darkness cannot 
overcome it; and I rejoice to nourish it in myself, in other people, in the world for the sake of him in whom it 
was born and shines forever, even Jesus the Christ. 1

 1 Ted Loder, Guerrillas of Grace: Prayers for the Battle (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1981), 139. 

CHRISTMAS IS g�d news



TRADITIONS
Traditions remind us of our place in the family and story of God, o�ering us a sense 

of shared identity and rooting us in time, even as they lift our eyes to the eternal.

Many of our most beloved traditions have been lost or altered beyond recognition 
amidst this year’s challenges. Yet even as we grieve these losses, we wonder if there are 

new traditions to explore, new ways of being together and living into our calling as 
the people of God in this season. 

Perhaps part of that calling now is to re�ect the image of our God in all His redemptive 
resourcefulness.  He brings life out of death and beauty out of brokenness. “Behold, I’m 

making all things new!” He declares in Revelation 21. Notice how Jesus ful�lls and makes 
traditions new through His earthy ministry: drawing �ne wine out of water-�lled ceremonial 
jars at a wedding, breaking bread and showing Himself as the true meaning of the Passover 
feast, revealing Himself again and again as the One to whom the Law and the prophets and 

every Jewish tradition and every promise of God point. 

This is the Jesus whose arrival we celebrate each Christmas, whose love has changed everything 
for us, and whose triumphant return we await. When the comfort of the familiar falls away and 
the whole world seems to shift beneath our feet, He remains our unity, our identity, our hope. 

“Jesus is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). 



What are your favorite traditions of Advent and Christmas? How might they change this year?

Is there a new tradition you can embrace or an old one that might hold greater Christ-centered 
depth and meaning for you now? 

REFLECT



Since we can’t gather for our usual Women’s Christmas Tea this year, we hope you will continue this 
tradition by hosting your own Christmas Tea, virtually or in your home. Men and children may want to 
join in on the fun, too!

1. Schedule & Invite - Select a date and time in December to host your Christmas Tea.
 
 -Pray about a few friends, family members, and neighbors who you can bring together.
 
 -Use the sample invitation on the next page, or create your own. 
 
 -Decide if you’ll meet virtually, in a home, or in a public space. Keep current Covid guidelines in mind.

2. Make It Special - Remember the most important part of hospitality is how you make people feel! 
Imagine welcoming Jesus and sharing his love with your guests.
 
 -Whether you keep it simple or arrange a high tea, set the table with care and attention. Use   
 those fancy dishes, light some candles, or even make place cards for your guests. 
 
 -If you’re meeting virtually, you can send your guests (or ask them to bring) a special tea, treat,  
 or teacup to enjoy. Look here for recipes and inspiration!

3. Pray & Host - Pray for your guests and your time together before you gather. Think about how to 
bless them and create meaningful conversation, maybe drawing from these questions:

 -What was the best Christmas you can remember? 
 
 -What does Christmas mean to you?
 
 -How do you prepare your home and  your heart for Christmas? Are there any new traditions   
 you’re trying out in this unique year?
 
 -What are you hoping for as you think about the year ahead?
 
 -How have you seen the Lord’s faithfulness in your life, this year or in the past? 
 How can His past faithfulness give you hope now?

host a
CHRISTMAS TEA

http://dph.illinois.gov/search/site/small%20social%20gathering%20tips
https://www.pinterest.com/kristenelise/iftable/


date:

time:

location:

CHRISTMAS TEA
date:

time:

location:

CHRISTMAS TEA

date:

time:

location:

CHRISTMAS TEA
date:

time:

location:

CHRISTMAS TEA



FOR JESUS
BIRTHDAY PARTY

Kids of all ages love and understand birthday parties!  A birthday party for 
Jesus is a great way to help kids grasp the true meaning of Christmas and 
the real reason we celebrate.

Lightouse has party kits available to pick up on December 13. 
Sign up at christchurchil.org/party. 

Here are some tips for hosting your Birthday Party for Jesus.

• Choose a date for your party. Maybe it will be part of your Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day festivities or choose another day during the advent season.

• Read the story of Jesus’ birth.  Kids love to hear their own birth stories on 
their birthdays, so read Luke 2:1-20 at your party.  It’s fun to have kids act 
out the story as you read it!

• Bake a cake.  Kids love to bake! Gather everyone in the kitchen, 
and let them help bake and decorate the cake.

• Sing. Sing “Happy Birthday to Jesus” and blow out the candles. 

• Pray.  Consider gathering the group to conclude your event with a 
“repeat after me prayer.”  Pause between every few words, allowing the 
kids to echo what you have said.  Dear God/ Thank you/ for our birthdays/ 
especially/ Jesus’ birthday!/ Amen.

• Starting December 13, check out some fun Christmas songs and videos for 
the whole family to enjoy at www.christchurchil.org/party.

We hope this party becomes a special part of your family’s Christmas traditions. 
 
Please share your photos with us on Instagram using #Bday4JesusCCIL

Merry Christmas from the Christ Church Lighthouse Kids team!

CLICK HERE FOR MORE ADVENT RESOURCES

https://christchurchil.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LighthouseResources.pdf


SERVING
Serving others is a great tradition during this season whether individually, as a family, or with 

your small group. Christ Church partners with several local organizations that can be found here. 
We would like to highlight North Chicago Community Partners this season.

North Chicago Community Partners o�ers a Volunteer from Home (VFH) program that provides a 
safe and purposeful way for community members like you to serve students, teachers, and 

families in North Chicago. This program allows individuals and families to make a di�erence from 
the safety and comfort of their own home and increases our impact in North Chicago. 

NORTH CHICAGO COMMUNITY PARTNERS SERVING OPPORTUNITIES

Host a drive for non-perishable food, household, and hygiene items and/or 
new books and school supplies

Assemble components of academic student learning kits to be completed 
at home

Contribute 5 new children's books of choice and write encouraging notes to 
recipients

Assemble components of kits for families to engage in meaningful activities 
at home

Assemble components of tokens of appreciation for 450 D187 Educators 
and Sta�

Produce a read-aloud video for our K-3 students to enjoy

Assemble essential care kits including household, health, and hygiene items

Attending a physically distanced service event, such as kit assembly at the 
NCCP o�ce or a restoration project

LEARN MORE AND SIGN UP HERE

I/We will serve by 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOZ5l9AtXl_pHvBIqUv7embbT7o-r4Hs0ZJALuATu_dUh5pw/viewform


Stock or Mutual funds
Contact �nance@christchurchil.org 

for instructions.
 

Minimum Distributions (QCD)
Minimize taxes paid on income by direct 

donation of your required minimum distributions.

AmazonSmile
Choose Christ Church as your charity while you 

holiday shop on Amazon.
 

Recurring giving 
You can set this up online, on

 our mobile app or complete the ACH form.

SIMPLE WAYS TO GIVE

REACHING PEOPLE AND RENEWING COMMUNITIES

No longer itemizing your charitable giving?  
The CARES Act Universal Deduction will allow individual taxpayers to deduct cash donations to charity 

of up to $300 on their 2020 federal tax return, even though they take the standard deduction.  
Married-�ling-jointly taxpayers will get an above-the-line deduction of up to $600.

If you are still able to itemize…
The Cares Act increases the current deduction cap of 60% of adjusted gross income (AGI) to 100% 

of AGI for cash donations. This could theoretically mean zero taxable income for you this year! 

The window for taking advantage of these changes closes on December 31, 2020.  Christ Church 
is a registered 501c3 public charity.  Please consult with your tax advisor.

Did you know The Cares Act 2020 o�ers bene�ts to donors of Christ Church?

This season we are excited to share all the ways you as a church have been reaching 
people and renewing communities. Like @christchurchil on Instagram and Facebook 
and make sure you are subscribed to our email newsletters here. We will be sharing 

weekly stories of your generosity.



christchurchil.org/advent


