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I. Introduction. 
A. You just heard about the Justice Center. Fred talked about how they take 
appointments on the first two Saturday’s of the month. They continue to do so during the 
COVID crisis, with meetings being held online. They can help you file unemployment, help 
with financial planning, help with legal questions. Thanks to those that serve in this ministry. 
B. Last week we focused on the resurrection. It was Easter. We looked at Luke 24 – a 
passage at the end of one of the Gospels that talks about the tomb being empty and the 
appearances of Christ – first to the women, then the disciples and then to over 500 people over 
the next forty days. 
C. And I argued that the resurrection is important because: 1) it confirms that Jesus is who 
He claims to be – that He is more than a great teacher; 2) along with the crucifixion, the 
resurrection is the watershed moment of good over evil, of life over death; and 3) I said that if 
you came back today I’d talk about heaven.  

II. And that is what I want to do – for a bunch of reasons: 
A. The first is because Jesus’s resurrection is celebrated as the first of many to come.  
Easter sets up – it points ahead to – heaven.  Part of the point of the resurrection is that Jesus is 
God. It is offered as proof. He said he would die and then return and He did. Who can do that? 
But part of the point of the resurrection is that Jesus is the first born from the dead, and that we 
will follow.  We get this language in I Cor. 15:20  he point underlying all of that is that we 
follow. Jesus was the first, but not the last. Death is not the end. It is still an enemy but it has 
lost its sting – it’s punch – because we will live again after we die. And the promise that Jesus 
makes to his followers is that we will live forever in a glorious world where everything works 
– in heaven.  
B. A second reason I am talking about Heaven is because it is one of the forty major topics 
I set out to talk about this year.  This series is called Life with God in Unsettled Times, but that 
whole series is part of the Planted series we began in the fall.  The goal was to set the forty big 
topics you need to know in front of you. Each of them need a series of their own, but we are 
moving quickly because the goal is to help you get exposed to the forty big topics.  So far I 
have talked about: God, faith, Jesus – who He is, what he taught, why he died. We have looked 
at death, evil, the sacraments.  Today, heaven.  So, I am talking about heaven because: 1) it is 
one of the forty big topics; and 2)  because it naturally flows out of the resurrection.   
C. The third reason is because you cannot understand: God; who He is; what He is doing; 
who Jesus is; what we are called to, except in light of eternity and the opportunity to be with 
God in heaven. The Sermon on the Mount is the most famous sermon ever. It was preached by 
Jesus and it lays out his vision and values – it is full of his advice about how to live. It’s found 
in Matthew 5-7 and also in Luke 6.  (He gave it over and over).  It only makes sense in light of 
eternity. Imagine, I am starting a new religion.  
D. I am talking about heaven because it’s a big topic in the Bible. The Hebrew and Greek 
words appear hundreds of times, Jesus speaks about it at key times, and the Bible ends with 
two chapters that are focused on it.  
E. I am talking about heaven because the promises of heaven – of life fully in the presence 
of God in a world that works – takes away fear. And there’s a lot of fear out there.  
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1. I hear a lot of fear of death. And on the one hand, I get that. For starters, death 
itself is ugly and it’s an enemy. There is no reason to be excited about death. Secondly, 
if you are carrying for someone – especially children – you can’t imagine leaving.  
2. But we can move away from fear of death. When I thought I might die. It felt a 
bit irresponsible. But not scary. It was surprising and I had some regret and I didn’t 
want to leave my family.  
3. But Paul – who I suspect was talking about himself in 2 Cor. 12 when he talked 
about a man called into heaven – spoke longingly about heaven. To live is Christ and to 
die is gain. To be absent from the body is to be present with Christ – to be with God.  
4. A right view of heaven takes away a lot of fear about death.  

F. I am talking about Heaven because eternity changes everything.  If we are going to live 
70-80-100 years and then that is it. Shows over. We cease to exist. That is one thing. If we are 
going to live forever, and if what follows is shaped by how we live today, well then, we should 
be making very different decisions. Eternity changes everything.  
G. And I am talking about heaven because, contrary to popular opinion, the way it works 
is not that you become too heavenly minded to be of any earthly good. It is those who are 
thinking about heaven that are doing the most earthly good. One of my favorite quotes of all 
time is from CS Lewis writing in Mere Christianity 

1. “If you read history you will find that the Christians begin the most for the 
present world are just the ones that thought the most of the next. The Apostles 
themselves, who set on foot. in the conversion of the Roman Empire, the great men 
who built up the Middle Ages, the English Evangelicals who abolished the Slave Trade, 
all left their mark one Earth, precisely because their minds were occupied with Heaven. 
It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have 
become so in effective in this. And that Heaven and you'll get the earth "thrown in": 
aim at earth and you'll get neither.” 

H. And I am talking about heaven because most people – including most Christians – have 
such a paltry, thin, anemic, wrong-headed notion about heaven - it’s this wispy, ethereal, 
vaporous never-never-land that is here it’s there is nowhere, its everywhere, it’s a lot about 
clouds and angels, well it does not inspire energy.  It inspires dread.  

III. We need to bring our view of heaven into sync with what the Bible says.  
A. According to polls I saw a while back, 77% of Americans believe in Heaven, and 76% 
believe they will go there. However, this place – which the Bible describes as majestic beyond 
comprehension, more wonderful than our grandest dreams – gets almost no air play today. 

1. Magazines do not contain articles about it. TV largely ignores it – or it is the 
stuff of comedies and puff pieces.  
2. People talk a lot more about an upcoming two week vacation than they about 
their eternal destiny.  
3. Furthermore, in hospital support groups for terminally ill patients, mentioning 
heaven is considered in poor taste. 

B. This seems odd because, if it’s good and if it was creating any excitement you would 
think people would be thinking about it and talking about it.  
C. This is what our predecessors did. 
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1. You cannot read church history without being amazed at the accounts given by 
saints going to their death with this incredible longing for heaven. 
2. For that matter, you can’t read world history without being amazed at the kind 
of emotional energy the afterlife took for most people. 

D. Our lack of attention about heaven does not make much sense until you realize that 
people have such a poor understanding of it.  

1. There are other reasons why it may not get much of our time. Such as the fact 
that we’ve got it so good now.  
2. But I think the most significant reason that we don’t think about heaven is 
because we don’t know much about it – and what we do know sounds, well, it sounds 
boring at best.  
3. It’s a place where God lives – which is good. And, well, we also hear that, it’s a 
place where angels sing and you wear a white robe and sit on a cloud.  

a) OK, that sounds good for less than an hour. I can relate to Huck Finn’s 
desire to go to hell after his primpy, old aunt described heaven. “Now she got a 
start, and she went on and told me all about the good place.  She said all a body 
would have to do there was to lie around all day long with a harp and sing, 
forever and ever.  So I didn’t think much of it.  But I never said so.  I asked her 
if she reckoned that Tom Sawyer would go there, and she said, ‘Not by a 
considerable sight.’  I was glad about that, because I wanted him and me to be 
together.”  
b) As a 12 year old boy, 10,000 years of choir practice sounds like 
punishment, not reward.   

4. Hardly alone 
a) Isaac Asimov – a famous scientist and novelist – and a prominent atheist 
– reportedly said that he didn’t fear hell. He feared heaven, because of the 
boredom.  
b) And I heard that in the final episode of the final season of The Good 
Place, the main characters choose to have their souls annihilated because they 
had lived in heaven long enough and they are bored.  

E. The good news is – the Book has a lot to say. 
1. There are eight Hebrew words that are used to describe heaven.  They are used 
500 times in the Old Testament. There are two Greek words, and they are used over 
300 times 
2. Fifty-three of the sixty-six books in the Bible mention it.  
3. And Jesus speaks of it at some very critical junctures in His ministry 

IV. I am going to walk you through an extended passage in Revelation – chapter 21.  
A. John – the youngest of the apostles – and the one described as the one Jesus loves – is 
the last man standing. The other apostles have all been martyred. He is living in a cave on an 
island in the Aegean, having been boiled twice but survived. 
B. It’s about fifty years after the resurrection. The church is growing, but it is persecuted, 
and the persecution is about to get worse. 
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1. Domitian will become emperor in 81 AD and he is trouble. Most emperors left 
instruction so that as soon as they died they are viewed as gods. He doesn’t wait that 
long. Christians suffer under Domitian because they are not going to worship anyone 
but the one true God. He has no time for Christians who deny other gods.  

C. The letter that is written is ultimately an encouraging one, because it says that Jesus 
wins. But: 

1. There is a lot of talk about a lot of evil – multi-headed dragons and worse 
2. There is a lot of talk about suffering 

D. It’s hard to read. But there is a focus on Jesus that is big and glorious and the promise 
that he wins.  And if we preserver we win as well. 

1. Some would say that the key to the whole book is Rev. 4:1 – in which he invites 
John to see what He sees – to get a different perspective - Change your position so you 
can change your perspective. 

E. John has seen Jesus and that changes everything. 
A. There is a lot that could be said about the Book of Revelation. 

1. It is far more a revelation of Jesus Christ than it is a time-line for the future. 
2. It’s the last book.  And last books often are different.  
3. It’s written in a prophetic genre that we do not have any experience with. 
4. To that end, it uses lots of symbols and word pictures: 

a) There are dragons and seven headed monsters, seals here and keys and 
lakes. We get a description of Jesus and he is surrounded by a rainbow, and has 
a tongue that is a two-edged sword 

5. It has a lot of evil – there are a lot of crazy, dark things going on. More than 
we’d like.  
6. These are there because they are warnings of some scary hardships coming – 
Jesus has come to John at least in part to prepare churches who are already suffering 
hardship (and in some cases, persecution) that greater persecution is coming. 
7. It ends well.  In the end, it’s more love story than horror story. Jesus wins.   

B. Before I read this section, let me say three things – all of which may shock you, but you 
need to understand them to understand what John writes.  

V. The term Heaven is used in a couple different ways.  
A. In a key sense, we can think about heaven as where God is. Which is what we 
ultimately want – even if we do not yet know it. It’s God – the presence of God. It’s not 
heaven.  What makes heaven heaven is God.  
B. Our English term is used to describe both present heaven or the intermediate state, and 
future heaven or Eternal heaven. And they are different.  

1. I spoke about this in my talk on death, noting that when we die our body goes 
into the ground and our soul goes to be with God.  But that this was not final heaven 
because we await a physical resurrection. The resurrection of Christ not of his spirit, his 
body was gone.  And when we say the Apostles Creed and we say “I believe in the 
resurrection of the dead,” we are not talking about Jesus resurrection, we are talking 
about our own.  

C. A third thing to know is that eternal Heaven is a real place. It’s an actual physical place.  



Life with God - HEAVEN 

Mike Woodruff © April 13, 2020 
 

5 

1. Peter Kreeft, a popular philosopher and theologian, wrote in the introduction to 
his book, Everything You’ve Always Wanted to Know about Heaven but Were Afraid 
to Ask, “I’ve capitalized the “H” in Heaven and Hell because they are as real as Peoria 
and Timbuktu.” 
2. D. L. Moody went so far as to say that heaven is just as real as New York or 
Chicago.  In fact, it is more real because in 1,000 years it’s doubtful that those places 
will still be around, but heaven will be. 
3. And the Bible reinforces that kind of thinking. The contrast between heaven and 
earth always finds earth described as an unstable, fleeting, insecure and temporal place 
and heaven as a secure, stable, and eternal physical place.   
4. And let me stress that word – physical. The idea that heaven is a state of mind – 
or that it is some kind of ethereal, mystical, magical twilight zone does not line up with 
biblical teaching. 
5. Jesus rose physically from the grave and He has gone to be with the Father in 
heave – a physical place. In John 14:2 He said that He was going to prepare a place for 
us – and because our hope is for a physical resurrection, we will need a physical place 
to be. 
6. So heaven is a place.  

D. And the last thing I will throw out is that Heaven will be the earth remade.  
1. I am among those who believe that the Heaven we are long for is earth remade – 
without sin. I do not believe that God has given up on plan A. His intention is to 
redeem and restore – to fully reclaim – Earth.  

a) God’s plans are cosmic – it’s not just to rescue us it is to restore 
everything. I am not saying “everyone.” That is universalism. That is not what 
Jesus taught.  

2. But for all kinds of reasons – for all kinds of passages -  such as Isaiah 65:17, 
66:22, 2 Peter 3:13, Habakkuk 2:14 - I think Earth is remade just like our bodies are 
remade. I think that Jesus’s resurrection is the beginning of God’s new project not to 
snatch people away from earth to heaven but to colonize earth with the life of heaven. 
3. There are lots of books that talk about this. Some of the newer ones: NT Wright, 
Surprised by Hope, Randy Alcorn. Heaven, Anthony Hoekema, .  

VI. What is it like?  Turn with me to Revelation 21:1-2, 9f 

A. John says, “I saw heaven.” 

B. He is in the middle of this vision and an angel comes and says, “I want to show you the 
New Jerusalem” (which is heaven)  And he looks up and he sees this city coming down out of 
the sky.  

C. He describes it as a cube. 12,000 stadia by 12,000 stadia by 12,000 stadia. Which is 
about 1,500 miles each way, or, roughly the size of the USA, only cubed.  

1. The fact that it is a perfect cube probably has some type of carry-over to the 
holy of holies that is described in Exodus - The inner sanctuary that only the high priest 
could go into and then only once a year. 
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D. The cube is filled with brilliance – filled with the glory of God 

E. And even the stones are amazing.  They are crystal clear. 

F. Around the cube was a wall that was 72 feet thick. Which is a thick wall.   

1. This one is made out of expensive stones. And there are three gates on each 
side, 12 in all, made out of huge pearls; one pearl per gate.   

2. How do you make a gate out of a pearl? I mean, is that not the most bizarre 
image.  It sounds like something Austin would make up, and I’d say, “Earth to Austin.  
Earth to Austin.” 

G. And then he says that the city is pure gold like clear glass 

1. Gold is not clear.  Right?  I mean, what would you think of a jeweler who said, 
“You need an engagement ring.  Have I got just the right one for you!  This baby is 
pure gold.”  And he hands you something you can see through. 

2. Gold that is clear.  Now God could do it – and I sure want to see it – but the 
point is this.  Poor John is trying to describe the indescribable.  And the limitations of 
human language force him into this highly symbolic description.  John starts talking 
nonsense, and we see him start to combine the most expensive and beautiful things he 
can in order to get his point across.  Gold was, and is, a very precious metal.  And back 
then, glass was as well.  Back in John’s day, glass was almost always only in the courts 
of the kings. 

3. And so John uses it as he speaks, symbolically, about this perfect cube, with a 
huge wall, gates of pearls and streets of gold. 

H. And what we are supposed to understand is that heaven is: 1) indescribable; 2) perfect; 
3) brilliant, opulent, secure and pure; 3) We are to see it as a place so beyond what we now 
know that one of our most precious commodities is used to pave the streets 

I. Men and women, John can’t say much more than he has.  This celestial city is beyond 
description. 

J. Now the fact that it is a city is something that we should pick up on.  Because the word 
“city” has definite connotations. For starters, a city is a place of activity.  It’s a place of action. 
It is not a place of fleece-lined clouds and harp players 

1. The implication from Revelation 22:3 is that there are things to be done.  
Service to be rendered.  Opportunities to do things. It’s a place of rest, but also activity 

2. It is also a city would imply other people. It will be a place where people are 
together sharing a common treasure; where there are uninterrupted, unstained, pure, 
loving and trusting relationships. No loneliness or hurt or pain or separation 

II. It is also important to pick up on its name – New Jerusalem 
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A. To us that means almost noting, but to a Jew – which is who John was writing for at the 
time – this is major pay dirt. Jerusalem was home base.  It was the place where every Jew 
always wanted to be 

B. When they were in captivity, they longed for it. When they took a trip, they spoke about 
it – the promised land. The standard line for a Jew at Passover is to say, “Next year in 
Jerusalem.” 

C. We don’t relate.  We don’t seem to have that type of love for our land that the Jews 
have, even to this day. 

D. What is at issue in the Middle East – land.  And what was the Six Days War fought 
over?  Jerusalem.  They wanted the city back.  Having it was their ultimate dream. 

1. Psalm 137:5 sums it up:  “If I forget you, Oh, Jerusalem, may my right hand 
forget her skill.  May my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember 
you.  If I do not exalt you above my chief joy.” 

2. To the Jew, Jerusalem was like home, only better.  And so, when John says, “I 
saw heaven” – and he uses the word “New Jerusalem” to describe it – he is saying, “It’s 
like going home.” 

E. And I don’t want to sound like Dorothy longing for Kansas, but there is no place like 
home.  Right?  When you move into a new apartment at the beginning of the year, it is not 
home for at least a few weeks.  You have to put up your own posters, fill the closet with your 
own clothes.  Put up pictures of your family.  I mean, you do whatever you can to make it 
comfortable, but it still isn’t where you’d most want to be.  It takes a while to get there - To be 
a place where you can relax completely. 

1. It takes a while to have that warm, stable, secure sense about it. 

2. Well, John says that heaven will be like that for us. 

F. Men and women, we are talking about a place that is absolutely perfect. 

1. As a rule I try to keep expectations in check so as not to be disappointed later 
on. I don’t want to over-expect. That is not possible when it comes to heaven. No eyes 
have seen, or ears heard, or mind conceived of what God has prepared for those who 
love Him (I Corinthians 2:9) 

G. Heaven is a real place.  A wonderful, indescribable and eternal place.   There can be 
some doubts about what it may look like.  There can be questions as to how it is all going to 
work out.  But men and women, don’t be confused about this.  It is real.  More real than this 
room, and it’s worth it. 

H. If you are a Christian, then understand you need to think about heaven because heaven 
makes this life worthwhile. 
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1. It helps you justify postponing pleasure.  It helps you make wise decisions.   

2. It helps make the pain of living and serving in a fallen world worthwhile. 

3. Jesus Christ has conquered our last enemy and He has gone to prepare mansions 
for those who love and serve Him. 

I. God is giving you an opportunity to join Him in a world without sin.  

J. Don’t be duped. There is no other decision that is as important as what you do with 
Christ’s invitation. 

III. The Bible says, or implies, other things about heaven. 

A. We will have a new body.  I Cor. 15:42 says they will be perfect, glorious, powerful 
and spiritual. No more sickness or sprained ankles or headaches or disease. No growing old, no 
wearing out, no grief, no grave 

B. We will have traded in the land of the dying for the land of the living 

C. We will get a new nature – one that will want to do what is right, not what is wrong. 
We will be free from pain and from worry. No more conflict, wars or crimes. No temptation or 
trials or trouble 

D. But the most important thing about heaven will be that God will be there.  Heaven is 
His home. That is how we pray in the Lord’s prayer, right?  Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 

1. In one sense God is everywhere – He is omnipresent, but His presence is 
especially known in heaven 

a) In Rev. 22 we are told that in heaven there will be no night, no need of 
any light – no need of the sun – because God Himself will illuminate the whole 
place. 

b) And we will see that 

c) We’ve been told that no person could look at the face of God and live. 
Moses just glanced at the backside of God as He was moving away, and that 
alone was so powerful that for weeks after that no one could look at Moses’ 
face; he had to veil himself 

d) But in heaven we will see Him as He is. We will see God face to face 

E. Men and women, think about this.  If the creation occasionally takes your breath away, 
think about what it will be like to meet the Creator. 

F. If Disney World, or the Grand Canyon, or the Colorado Rockies ever made you look on 
in wonder, imagine what it will be like to see what God has created as the architect and builder 
of heaven. 


