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I. Introduction 
A. Greetings Christ Church. I hope and pray that today finds you doing well – resting 
in the love, grace and hope of Christ.  
B. We are moving through an interesting moment. So it seems prudent or me to 
share several important updates and offer some words of perspective. 

II. Let me begin by announcing that our big service at the Genesee theater this weekend has 
been postponed indefinitely. 

A. That makes me sad. Last night we had a rehearsal – and it was great. The music 
was amazing.  
B. As you know, we were going to meet to celebrate a number of things that had 
unfolded over the last two years.  

1. We had special reports from the churches we were planting globally. 
2. We were going to commission the Vernon Hills launch team and pray for 
those helping grow the Rev. 7:9 service. 

C. Had we met it would have been a very encouraging, very fast-paced update. 
D. But, we should not been convening all ten services together at a time when large 
group gatherings are being discouraged.  
E. As you know, things have been changing quickly. We started yesterday assuming 
we would be having the service this weekend. But as the day went on, everything trended 
in the other direction. We even held the rehearsal with the hope that we would be 
meeting, but before it was over it was clear that we needed to move in another direction.  

III. It seems likely that other things will change – that the days ahead will unfold differently 
than any of us had planned.  That is OK. My prayer is that this becomes a time in which we 
connect more deeply with God, and grow to love and serve others in ways that please Him and 
sets a great example for others to follow.  

IV. In my mind, the next month is getting framed under four headlines: 
A. First: Facts not Fear 

1. There is already a lot of fear out there. Let me assure you, nothing that is 
happening at this moment has surprised God. He remains fully in control, and in 
Christ there is no bad ending.  
2. We may move through a rough patch. But there have been rough patches 
before – far rougher than this.  
3. I went back to Psalm 93 this morning. It’s a favorite of mine. After 
starting with a reminder that God is on His throne, the writer announces that he is 
overwhelmed.  He is being pounded by waves and surrounded by white water -
which he does not like. But then he ends by restating that God is still on the 
throne and that He is greater than the white water.  
4. Fear is understandable, but in Christ we can learn to fear not.  
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5. By the way, when I say Facts not Fear, I not only mean we will work to 
base our life and outlook on the eternal truths – the facts – that we find in 
Scripture, but also that we will frame our thoughts and actions by the best 
thinking of doctors and scientists who are working to combat COVID19.  
6. At Christ Church we are blessed to have a number of men and women 
with expertise in infectious disease and virology. They have been a resource to us 
in the last days and we intend to continue to listen to their counsel.  
7. So, the first point is Facts not Fear.   

B. Care for the vulnerable 
1. There is an inscription on an English country church that reads: 

a) In the year 1653, when all things sacred were throughout ye nation 
either demolished or profaned, Sir Robert Shirley, Baronet, did found this 
church: Whose singular praise it is to have done the best of things in the 
worst of times, and hoped them in the most calamitous.   

2. I want that to be said about me – and I believe you probably want that said 
about you as well. There is an opportunity here for the church to be true to her 
calling.  
3. I believe that we will get through this. I want us to look back and say, we 
loved and served well – we grew during this time. We leaned into Christ’s 
example and as a result were people of love, grace and courage. That will mean 
that we cared for each other and that we cared for those who struggled.  

C. Number Three:  Clean Hands 
1. Facts not Fear. Care for the Vulnerable.  And Clean Hands.  
2. By this I not only mean that we all need to be washing our hands more 
than we did in the past. 
3. I also mean we need we need to think and act proactively in fighting this 
virus.  
4. I have asked the staff to inform us if someone they have had contact with 
comes down with Covid-19 and to quarantine themselves if they think this has 
happened. Currently, no one is in that space.  
5. As a church we will be taking additional steps to keep our environments 
clean.  
6. And I am asking you to take a few specific steps: 

a) For the time being, no handshakes or hugs.  Just say hello.  
b) If you have reason to think you may have been exposed to 
COVID-19, please, do not show up at the church.  

7. We will know a lot more about all of this in a week or two and will adjust 
accordingly.  But for now, we are going to be about caution.  
8. On this front let me say that if someone at the church comes down with 
the Virus we will alert you and take all other advised steps to ensure your safety.  

D. The final point guiding my thinking is a bit like the second one. It is Open Hearts 
1. Times like this are pregnant with opportunity – for us to grow closer to 
God. For us to grow more like Christ – for us to reach out to others.  For that to 
happen we need to prayerfully yield to Him.  
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E. Facts not Fear, Caring for the Vulnerable, Clean Hands and Open Hearts. May 
these shape us during this season as we seek to Discover life with God.  

V. Finally, let me say a few other things.  
A. One:  Things are changing quickly.  In light of this, our tentative plans are for a 
daily update from the church – most likely a video. And also for the church web site to be 
your Go-To place for the latest information. 
B. Two: We will be having normal services at each of the campuses this weekend. 
For those of you uncomfortable attending – and for those of you who may be sick or who 
have been exposed to the virus, we will have an online service. And perhaps – very soon, 
we will ream the services live.  As I noted, things are moving quickly. But for now, I 
want you to know that although we will not be pulling all three campuses together at the 
Genesee, we will offer normal services this weekend at all three campuses.  The schools 
are meeting. As I record this, only one person in Lake County has tested positive for the 
virus.  We will be gathering for worship this weekend. 

VI. That is it for now.  I look forward to seeing many of you this weekend.  And may you 
find great peace in the promises of God today.  
 


