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I. Video of Clary and Jonathan 
A. Last week: 1) we played a video featuring two members of the congregation – one 
from the HP campus and one from the LF campus – who were working together on one 
of the new Matthew Homes; 2) and we also played a video of some of the campus pastors 
talking about how the REACH initiative has impacted them; 3) and then I reviewed 
REACH and rehearsed the progress we have made, focusing mostly on the global side. 
B. If you are late to the party, REACH is our two-year initiative to fund our vision to 
fuel a movement that reaches people and renews communities.   
C. These initiatives include: 1) launching 3 additional local sites; 2) six global 
churches through our tier one mission partners; 3) 100,000 serving hours outside the 
walls of our buildings; and 4) 500 people baptized.  
D. Last week I talked a bit about progress globally - in Ghana, India and Istanbul and 
about the fact that we are well ahead of our service hour goals.  
E. The sermon then turned to Mark 1:15 and we traced the development of the 
Kingdom of God - the great news about where things are headed.  

1. We looked  at the promises of God to rule and reign in a way that leads to 
all that is His thriving again.  
2. I ended noting that God has a plan, he wins, Jesus will return, and we have 
a chance to be involved. God does not need us, but we can play on the winning 
team. 

F. Today, instead of thinking global, we are thinking local. You just met Clary 
Butler – who has planted a couple churches and provided leadership at others (although 
his greatest claim to fame is playing football for Alabama); and Jonathan Neef, who was 
an intern here a few years ago, and now he and his wife have completed their training and 
also done a two year pastoral residency and will now step into lead our fourth site.  

1. As you have heard, we are working to launch a new service out of HP – 
one that focuses on the Highwood Community. We have also been working to 
identify the spot to launch a fourth campus.  

G. So, where will the fourth site be?  Watch this video 

II. Video Two 
A. So, this may rattle some of you because you live in Vernon Hills and you are 
wondering what this might mean for you. Well, pray and stay tuned.  
B. Just by way of process, let me note that we are moving thoughtfully towards 
Vernon Hills – and we have a couple teams starting to form around that.  However, even 
as we do this and pray for openings, we are keeping our finger on Acts 16 – which is 
where Paul and those joining him on his second mission venture kept trying to go to Asia 
and ended up in Europe. We are thinking and planning for Vernon Hills, but we know 
that if Paul was off by a continent, we may be off by a bit as well.  But the key thing is, 
we are moving forward. It’s an exciting moment.  
C. And I am excited, especially for those of you who will end up there – because you 
will end up serving more, praying more, giving more and sweating more than you ever 
expected.  Starting a new church is not easy. 
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III. OK, so we turn now to the Sermon on the Mount. The most famous sermon ever 
preached – and likely the most famous and most studied speech of any kind ever given.  

A. In Matthew’s recording of it, which is where we are, Jesus has gathered his 
followers on a hill.  The Sermon: 1) opens with the Beatitudes; 2) He then talks about 
how his teaching – which was unlike anything they had ever heard – is grounded in the 
Old Testament; 3) that moves into his commentary on the Ten Commandments; 5) he 
then talks a bit about our need to cultivate an eternal perspective – because eternity 
changes everything; 6) followed about some warnings about money and some advice 
about anxiety. 
B. We then get the statement I am particularly interested in, Matthew 6:33 –where he 
simplifies and clarifies and summarizes things for us, saying, “Seek first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness and all these things will be added to you.” 
C. What does this mean?  

IV. Last week’s focus was on the Kingdom of God. The question was: what is God doing? I 
said:  

A. The Kingdom of God a big topic. When you dive in you see: 1) God has a plan; 2) 
he wins; 3) Jesus returns as King; 4) there is a big celebration; 5) we can be part of this.  
We are not needed but we can play a part.  
B. I also noted that the Kingdom of God is what Christ spoke about. He didn’t talk 
about healing, he just healed. He didn’t talk about his resurrection, He just rose. He 
talked about two things, really: 1) himself a lot (the fact that he was God and King); and 
2) the kingdom that he was introducing.  And here we see it. Here we have a summary 
statement in the Sermon on the Mount and what is it: it’s a call for us to Seek the 
Kingdom. 
C. And so, today’s question is: what does that mean? What does God expect of me? 
In light of his plan, how do I order my life? 
D. Please note:  

1. I am not talking about what we need to do to earn God’s love or favor. 
The answer to that is nothing. All we bring to the table is sin and need. We are 
saved by grace through faith, not of ourselves. We do not earn or even contribute 
to our salvation. (If we could monetize our moral debt, we might say it’s 830 
million. OK, that’s a guess – some of you would owe more! – but let’s just say 
it’s $830M, my point here is, you do not have 83 cents to contribute towards that 
number. Well the Good News – the scandalous news, the so good most people do 
not believe it news is, your 83 cents is not needed. Whatever you owe, Jesus has it 
all covered.  
2. The second thing to note is, the question – what is expected of me? – is 
one of the really big questions. There are six questions that shape our worldview: 
What is most important? Who am I? Where did I come from? What is expected of 
me? What happens when I die? And how do I know what I know? Everyone has 
answers to these questions – they may not be any good, but we all have answers 
to these questions.  
3. If you study history, you see how different schools of thought break out 
around these questions.  
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a) The Greek philosophers spent all their time trying to use reason to 
get a clear answer to this question. They wanted to know what a good life 
- the summum bonum – looked like. They felt that the gods had designed 
things for certain purposes, but they could never figure out what we were 
designed to do. Agnostics believe that we do not know.  Some believe we 
cannot know. Hedonists believe that to the extent that our lives have any 
meaning it’s all about seeking pleasure. Their mantra is to eat, drink and 
be merry, for tomorrow we die. Naturalists generally believe that life has 
no ultimate meaning, so they often embrace existentialism and believe that 
we are free to make up our own. 

4. Everyone is trying to get an answer to this question.  We are given an 
answer.  Jesus did not show up to start a religion, he showed up to launch a 
revolution. And although we are not needed, we are invited – recruited even. And 
our participation is expected. And we are told what we are to do.  

E. So…. what does God expect?  What would we be focused on if we were seeking 
first the kingdom of God? 
F. I have identified seven categories into which all of the expectation passages I 
could find seem to fall.  

V. One: We are expected to Seek God.  
A. The first commandment – Exodus 20 – tells us to treasure nothing ahead of God. 
He is to be our first love. Our north star. Our passion. 
B. Jesus repeats this in Matthew 22:18, when he is asked to summarize everything 
God expects of people. He says: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.  
C. There are other places we could go to substantiate this, such as Revelation 2, 
where Jesus says this to the church of Ephesus.  “I have this against you… you have lost 
your first love. It is supposed to be me.”  
D. C.S. Lewis notes that because this is the way God has ordered things, this is the 
way life works for us. In Mere Christianity he writes: God designed the "human 
machine" to run on Himself. He is the fuel our spirits are designed to burn . . . the food on 
which we are designed to feed. There is no other. 

VI. Two: We are expected to: Love others 
A. In Matthew 22 Jesus says, here is the law: Love God first. And then He continues: 
The second commandment is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
B. This isn’t a command to love ourselves. It’s an acknowledgement that we do. And 
I know, many think the biggest problem we have is low self-esteem and think that is 
because we do not love ourselves enough. I think our thinking about that is largely wrong 
– but that is another sermon.  
C. The kingdom of God operates on a very different set of values that we swim in 
right now. The first are last, the greatest serve, blessed are the poor.  And we follow an 
enemy-loving God – which by-the-way, is the only reason He loves us, because – as Paul 
wrote in Romans - it is while we were yet sinners that Christ died for us. It is when all 
God could expect from us was active hate and rebellion that He loved us. 
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D. There are five groups that are called out for us to love and care for: 1) The poor 
and oppressed (widows, orphans, aliens, those pushed down and marginalized); 2) our 
families (whether by DNA or adoption, there are people we are bound to); 3) others in the 
church; and 4) our neighbors; and 5) our enemies.  

1. There is a certain economics of friendship that is in place. I will be kind to 
you and in turn you will be kind to me. Great. Yes. That works. But Jesus says, 
“Big deal. Anyone can do that. What credit is it to you if you love those who love 
you. Even the Gentiles do that. I am calling on you to love your enemies. 
2. This doesn’t mean be civil to them – to tolerate them. Which, today, we 
can get bullied for doing. Today if you are civil to people, or show tolerance for 
other opinions, you get booed by your own side. You are considered weak.  
3. Jesus doesn’t just call on us to be civil to each other, or to tolerate each 
other, but to love each other. 
4. This doesn’t mean we agree with them.  Nor does it mean we turn them 
into friends – which means we’d try to get them to think and act like us.  It’s to 
say, “I am going to be the kind of person who treats those who treat me like an  
enemy like a friend.” 
5. This is all crazy-talk. But that is Jesus. He is turning things upside down 
and saying: this is right side up.  

VII. Three: We are expected to: study the Bible 
A. God has revealed himself in a few ways: Principally through Christ.  The clearest 
picture we get of God the Father is God the Son. The life and death of Christ, his example 
and his teaching, are key. We also learn about the Creator through the Creation.  And we 
are given this book 
B. And in fact, we are not just given this book. But we are told to ready it, study it, 
meditate on it, delight in it. And there is a second set of passages where we get scolded 
for not doing so. In I Cor. 3 Paul says, you should be eating meat but I can only give you 
milk because you have not been studying the book. 

VIII. Four: We are expected to become like Christ. 
A. We are expected to grow, to mature, to get better. And Jesus is the definition of 
better. He is the template for a perfect human.1  
B. We are told: 1) to discipline ourselves for godliness; we are told to be holy. We 
are expected to get better, to be changed, to be transformed, to start living and thinking 
and acting more like Christ.  
C. We can never ultimately be like Christ. He is God. And we are not. But we are 
expected to grow in that direction.  

1. Once again, there are lots of passages that make this point, such as 
Galatians 5, where Paul rehearses a list of things that should increasingly come to 
describe us. These are the Fruit of the Spirit and the very things we see in Jesus: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness and self-control.  Is 
this the list people use to describe you? 
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D. As I noted last week, we are often pretty clueless about our own behavior. Not 
very self-aware. And it can be hard to see growth in real time.  One of the reasons is that 
we may not be growing. We may. But :  1) the more we come to know God, the more we 
realize how holy and majestic he is; and the more we come to embrace the grace of God, 
the more we see who we really are – just how broken and sinful we are.  And the result is, 
we realize that we are a lot further from God than we ever realized.  And it can feel like 
we are not growing.2  

IX. Five: We are expected to be good stewards of the things God has entrusted to us.  
A. Everything on the asset side of the ledger is on loan from God. Our time, our 
talent, our financial resources all belong to God. And half of the parables have Jesus 
telling us that: we need to be good stewards of what we’ve been given.  
B. One of the big areas here is serving.  

1. Earlier I said we are to love. Well we are also expected to serve.  These 
are similar, but different. Serving others – in big and small ways, in formal and 
informal ways – is taking advantage of the things God has given to us to be used 
for others. And it is the expectation.  
2. We are to put the needs of others ahead of our own. We are to use the gifts 
and abilities God has given us to help others.  
3. If you are not serving, James says you are not a Christian. 

a) Now, do not misunderstand me.  The equation is not F + W = S, 
but neither is it F = S, the equation is F = S + W 
b) But the W is there. It is required.  
c) The great hymn we get in Phil 2 – the highest Christology we find 
in the Bible – is principally there to tell us Jesus served and so should we. 

C. A second big area of stewardship is giving financially. It’s all His. We are 
expected to invest it in ways that line up with His vision and values.  

1. I really think that a lot of people are going to meet with God and think, 
why did I hold on to so much? 
2. One of the clearest – most objective assessments of your faith is how you 
share the things you value most. For some of us it’s time. For some of us it’s 
money. 
3. For the REACH Initiative Sheri and I stepped up in the biggest way we 
ever have and made a pledge that affects what we can do.  
4. Some of you desperately need to give because something is chocking your 
growth. 

X. Six: We are expected to: share the Gospel.  
A. We are to reach out to those far from God with the love of God. This is getting 
harder than before, but it is more needed than ever.  It takes time and prayer and love.  It 
requires compassion and courage.  
B. But it is clearly part of the plan.  

XI. Seven: We are expected to: obey. 
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A. We are expected to obey. There are passages that make this very clear. I added it 
in part because there are a half dozen other things that get mentioned that do not feel like 
a category of their own. We are: to pray and praise and sing and be baptized; to attend 
church; to be unified; to turn the other cheek.   
B. It doesn’t feel like every passage where we were being told to do something 
needed a separate line. 
C. So, I simply noted that we need to obey.  
D. In this week’s Friday Update I noted that the disciples get dinged for not 
understanding what Jesus is saying.  In John 10 Jesus speaks at some length about being 
the Good Shepherd and how sheep follow the Shepherd, and know his voice. And the 
next thing we see from the disciples is that they do not understand what he is saying. It’s 
seems as though God has a very dry sense of humor.  
E. But as much as they come off as the Keystone Kops, they often obey even when 
they do not understand.  And often I understand and struggle to obey. 
F. What is expected of us: obedience. 

XII. What is expected of us? That we seek God, love others, study the Bible, grow to be more 
like Jesus, are good stewards, share the Gospel and Obey.   

A. Let me set it up this way: the goal of the Christian life is not simply to place our 
faith in Him and then wait until we die to go to heaven! We are invited into a relationship 
with God now that is part of his expanding work in this world. 
B. God has a plan. He wins. Jesus returns. There is a big party and an eternal 
celebration. 
C. We have a chance to be involved. 

1. We are not needed. God’s plans are not held hostage by you or me,  He 
will prevail.   
2. As Mordecai said to Esther,  “Do not think that because you are in the 
king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at 
this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you 
and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to 
your royal position for such a time as this?” 

1 Many know Romans 8:28 – or they know part of it.  What many says is: All things work together for the 
good. And stop there. That is not what the passage says. It says:  And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. And some who get that stop 
there and do not read on to Romans 8:29: “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son.” Jesus is the perfect person. He is the perfect model, the prototype.  He looks like what a 
person not marred by sin looks like.  We are to become more and more like Jesus 
 
2 By the way, I love what Michael Llyod says about holiness.  Fanaticism is not the Goal: In his book, Café 
Theology, Michael Lloyd notes that just before becoming a pastor, he fell into a deep depression, and a big 
part of it was over his fear that   
 

                                                


