DEAR CHRIST CHURCH FAMILY,
We’re halfway through the fiscal year and settling in for
2017. I hope and pray this update finds you doing well.
I also hope you are encouraged. God is at work: over 60
people were baptized this past August and more are
stepping up for the worship / baptism celebration we’re
hosting (with six other churches) on March 5; we’ve
remodeled the lobby at the Highland Park Campus and
launched a Thursday night service that fills the room
(Similar renovations are now just beginning at the Lake
Forest campus); our Christmas Eve services, Lessons
and Carols, Women’s Tea and Route 6:6 were great
opportunities for new people to encounter God. We
just sent a team to Ghana with 500 lbs of medical
supplies and 800 Bibles to give away. This Saturday we
dedicated our most recent Matthew Home in North
Chicago and The Forum continues to impact men.
I could go on but let me stop to say three things:

Each of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
-2 Corinthians 9:7
The Bible encourages all of us to give and make a
conscious decision to do so. As we begin the new year
and you are setting your 2017 priorities, now is a good
time consider how much to give. Below are some

helpful steps in considering how much to give.

FIRST
GIFT

If you have never given, make
your first gift today and
experience the joy of giving.

CONSISTENT
GIVING

If you are an infrequent giver
you can sign up for automatic
withdrawals of any amount
with Pushpay or through
Christ Church ACH.

PERCENTAGE
GIVING

As you set budget priorities
you selct an amount to give
monthly. Perhaps a percentage
of your household income.

First: THANKS! We couldn’t do any of this without
your generosity.
Second: We’re only half way through the year; and
Third: We expect the second half to be better!
Let’s continue to work together to help others
discover life with God. You can do this by inviting
friends to church or your small group; you can also do
this by helping support the church financially. The
beginning of the year is always a good time to set
priorities in many ways and perhaps for you as it
relates to budget. Whether you are considering your
first gift, becoming a regular giver, or setting aside a
percentage of your income to give so that we can
continue many of the great things you see here, we
thank you. We look forward to seeing God’s hand at
work over the next 6 months at Christ Church.

Press On,

TITHING

SURPLUS
GIVING

Tithing, giving 10% of
income, was a regular
practice in the Bible.

Giving more than 10% of
your household income.

Text “Christ Church” to

77977
to make a first gift or sign
up for automatic donations

Mike Woodruff

CHRIST
CHURCH
GIVING

WWW.CHRISTCHURCHIL.ORG/GIVE

WHERE YOUr TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR
HEART WILL BE ALSO. MATTHEW 6:21
JANUARY 2017

489

First Time
Guests

105

Small
Groups

GHANA MISSION TRIP

YOUR GIVING MAKES IT
POSSIBLE TO HELP OTHERS
DISCOVER LIFE WITH GOD

Our mission team of nine went to Ghana to be an
encouragement to International Needs Ghana, as well as
to visit some of the villages and schools.
500 lbs

of supplies
given

800

Bibles given
away

I have never been so excited and enriched and
challenged by a church body before and I am so
thankful for Christ Church and how God is using us.

STREETSIDE COFFEE
Highland Park’s new coffee bar is
being used to foster relationships
in the church and the city.
People are crying out for community and
the way your new service was constructed
really helps foster community.

One of our teammates delivered a sermon on Sunday to a
small village church. Many people asked for prayer after the
service and one man, the Village Chief, asked what it meant
to receive salvation in Jesus Christ.

YTD BUDGETED GIVING
$3,326,514

600 BEARS GIVEN

YTD GIVING

Students from Christ Church
shared a performance at Yeager
and Forrestal Elementary schools.

$3,058,966

You brought smiles and teddy bears to our kids in North
Chicago, while providing an opportunity to be reminded
of the true meaning of Christmas and the importance
of friendships across differences.

800+

190

at Women’s
Christmas Tea

at Lessons
and Carols

2,500+

at Christmas
Eve Services

I invited a Jewish family to attend Christmas Eve services
with us. Afterwards, this family had questions about Jesus’
birth, the Christ candle and Jesus being the Light of the
World. It was wonderful to share with them about Jesus.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Our local Collection Center
received and processed
13,717 shoe box gifts during
collection week. Each of
these precious shoe boxes is
a gift of hope and love and
an opportunity to share the
Gospel with needy kids.

THE FORUM

Over 250 men meet monthly
to explore real-world issues
that matter at home, at work
and in the community.

“Invitations to church
events have been
rejected. I invited the
guys to The Forum and
so far I have six men
coming!”

