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I. Set Up 
A. Why are we here?  Every once in a while, it’s helpful to take a step back and play 
the two-year old and ask the most basic questions again.  
B. Here’s one: Why do people go to church every week? 
C. Or even more basic than that: What is a Christian?   

1. Some would say a Christian is someone who goes to church.  Others 
would say that a Christian is: someone who prays, or someone who believes in 
God or someone who votes a certain way.  
2. For the record, all of those answers are flawed – some tragically so.  

D. The good news is, we get some helpful, solid, perhaps surprising, answers to 
some basic questions in today’s text, let me read it. Luke 20:41: 

1. A handful of religious leaders have been trying to trip up Jesus. To that 
end they’ve been asking him questions. He has given answers that make it clear, 
they are outmatched.  When they finally throw in the towel he says, “not so fast.” 
I have a question for you.  

E. Luke 20:41 reads: 
1. Then He said to them, “How is it that they say the Christ is David’s son? 
For David himself says in the book of Psalms, 
2. ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Until I make Your 
enemies a footstool for Your feet.”’  Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord,’ and how 
is He his son?” 
3. And while all the people were listening, He said to the disciples, “Beware 
of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love respectful 
greetings in the market places, and chief seats in the synagogues and places of 
honor at banquets, who devour widows’ houses, and for appearance’s sake offer 
long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.” 

II. Introduction 
A. This past week a number of the staff, elders and deacons were at a conference in 
Naperville. It was called Exponential and it was designed to remind us that we are 
supposed to be part of a revolution. That those who sign up to follow Jesus are not only 
expected to love God and serve others, but also to reach one – which is where the 
exponential idea comes from.  
B. The goal is not so much to go big as it is to have everyone in the game, loving, 
serving and reaching out. Because if that happened then the number of people following 
Christ explodes.  
C. Of course this is the model we see with Jesus and this is the model Paul outlines 
in 2 Timothy, the last letter he writes. There he says, “Timothy, the things you heard from 
me, pass them on to others, training them to pass them on to others still.” 
D. Exponential was a great event. It was challenging and encouraging.1 And they had 
some great speakers. Very gifted.  
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E. The last guy who stood up was Joby Martin from North Florida.  And he said, 
“My goal is to make you all feel better about yourself. You’ve been exposed to these 
amazing speakers.  Wow. I’ve never been around so many dynamic speakers in my life. It 
makes me wonder what I do. After I heard Albert I thought, “If that is preaching, I’ve 
never preached in my life.” After then I heard Ed and I thought, “I’m not even sure I’m a 
Christian.” I am so intimidated, and then I realized, my job was to make all of you feel 
better.  You’ll think, “We’ll, if that guy can do it anyone can.” 
F. And then he said, “My name is Joby Martin, people call me JB, but I was almost 
named Jr Jr. Where I’m from, that happens.”  
G. He said he grew up in a little town in North Florida – basically a fireworks stand 
on the side of interstate 7, whose claim to fame was to give the world wide-tired Camaros 
and mullet haircuts.  
H. He then argued that everyone’s life is shaped by key moments – by inflection 
points. 

1. FCA meeting in high school, during second song the football coach said, 
“JB, when this song is over get up there are talk.”   
2. “About what?” 
3. “About 30 minutes.”  
4. “I’m not comfortable talking in front of groups.”  
5. “You fool, do you think Moses was comfortable talking to Pharaoh? Do 
you think Jesus was comfortable on the cross? I don’t care whether you’re 
comfortable or not. Get up there and talk.”   
6. And so he did and two guys on the football team gave their life to Christ.  
And the coach said, “JB, when you talk, you light up and people come to faith. I 
think we finally found something you can do!” 

I. There actually needs to be an inflexion point before that – deciding to be a Christ 
follower.  And that is what bubbles up from today’s text. 
J. In today’s passage, Jesus brings all of this into focus by saying more about who 
He is. And He does this by explaining a popular Psalm.   
K. I’m hoping that as we walk through this passage, some things might become 
clearer to you.  And perhaps some of you will have an inflexion point.  

III. In order to appreciate what is going on, you need to understand that Jesus makes the 
biggest, boldest, most radical claims ever 

A. Our President-elect has been ridiculed for using the word “huge” a lot. 
B. Mohammad Ali is famous for saying, not only that he was the heavy weight 
champion of the world, but for claiming that he was “the greatest of all time.” 
C. Others have made similar claims. And we generally don’t like it when they do.  
D. I remember when Ricky Henderson broke Lou Brock’s record for stealing second 
base. And Brock was there to congratulate him, and I didn’t like any of it because 
Henderson was saying, “I’m the greatest.” 
E. People make claims like this all the time, and we generally are put off by them. 
Jesus made a much bigger claim and we think of him as being humble.  
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1. For the record, Jesus claims to be God, eternal, the creator of everything, 
the one way to Heaven. 

F. Some push back on this, saying that he never makes those claims, but he does – as 
we will see in Luke 20.   

IV. But this is complicated passage so I want to step into it by turning to John 8 first.  
A. Here Jesus is mixing it up with the Pharisees, who are mad over the claims he is 
making about who He is. Let me pick it up with vs. 48:  

1. The Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You 
are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a 
demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. 50 But I do not seek 
My glory; there is One who seeks and judges. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if 
anyone keeps My word he will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to Him, 
“Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets 
also; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste of death.’ 
53 Surely You are not greater than our father Abraham, who died? The 
prophets died too; whom do You make Yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus 
answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who 
glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God’; 55 and you have not come to 
know Him, but I know Him; and if I say that I do not know Him, I will be a 
liar like you, but I do know Him and keep His word. 56 Your father 
Abraham rejoiced [p]to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” 57 So the 
Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 
Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before 
Abraham was born, I am.” 59 Therefore they picked up stones to throw at 
Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple. 

B. There is a lot going on. Two things to key in on.   
1. The phrase I AM is the name of God given back in Exodus 3.  We often 
write it Yahweh, though it is also occasionally referred to as Jehovah. This is his 
name not his title.  
2. No one was saying this.  In fact, it was considered so holy that the Jews 
wouldn’t even write it. They would write LORD – which was the vowels from 
Lord with the consonants from YHWH. And in our English Bibles it gets 
translated LORD. 

V. We are going to see a similar claim by Jesus in our passage today.   
A. Luke 20 opened with the Jewish leaders – various representatives of the 
Pharisees, Sadducees and Herodians – refusing to answer Jesus’s question about John the 
Baptist.2  

1. He asked them – is John from God?  They reasoned, “If we say yes, he 
will ask, then why do you dismiss me, because John said I was the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world? If we say ‘no,’ the people will turn against 
us.” So they said, “We don’t’ know.” 
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B. Jesus had responded saying, “If you are not going to answer my questions. I am 
not going to answer yours.”3  Since then He’s generally just said enough to make it clear 
that they are not in his league.  
C. In today’s passage he goes back on offense. It’s Tuesday of Holy Week and he is 
teaching in the temple courtyard, and he decides to pitch them another question. And it 
sure looks like his goal is to make it clear that they do not understand their own 
Scriptures. But the real goal is to say: I am God. I am the Savior of the World. I am the 
way forward. 

VI. Full disclosure – this message is a bit 301. It’s not a 101 or 201. It’s not 401, but it’s 
close. There are just a lot of moving parts. You’re going to have to pay attention.  

A. This is one of those times when the cookies are not on the bottom shelf.  

VII. V41:   Then He said to them, “How is it that they say the Christ is David’s son?  
A. Christ is the English translation of the Greek term Messiah. Which means 
“anointed one.”  

1. Since Genesis 3 people have been waiting for the anointed one to show up, 
- the child of promise, the proto-evangelion, the serpent-crusher, the rescuer, the 
savior of the world. The promise is made on page 3 or 4 of your Bible. We read 
the entire Old Testament waiting for this person to show up.  But they do not.  
2. So that people do not give up, God keeps repeating the promise.  Various 
prophets will offer a new insight about the anointed one.  

a) We have a whole host of Christmas-themed promises – such as the 
Isaiah 7 mention that the savior will be born of a virgin or the Micah 5 
note that he will be born in Bethlehem or Hosea 11 prophecy that he will 
spend time in Egypt. 

3. When you look at all of these promises, you see that they break out into 
three buckets: as a priest, as a conquering king and as a suffering servant.  
4. The problem is, these do not go together. How can you have a conquering 
king who suffers? And, per the Old Testament law, a king could not be a priest 
and visa versa. So, what the Jews did during the four hundred years between the 
end of the Old and the beginning of the New is,  they locked in on the one they 
liked - conquering king – and ignored the other two 
5. Jesus is at one time the perfect fulfillment of all three, but he can only pull 
this off because He is not just a man, He is God.  And this is what He is trying to 
force them to see.  
6. Jesus is claiming to be the Messiah and, He takes them to one of their 
favorite passages to show the Messiah is greater than they thought – He is greater 
than David. Which, to their way of thinking, was not really possible. David was 
David! He was a combination of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
Abraham Lincoln and John Kennedy all in one.  And he was also a musician and 
a poet.  But Jesus points out that the Messiah would not only be David’s 
descendent, He would be David’s superior. After all, David calls him Lord.  
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VIII. Then He said to them, “How is it that they say the Christ is David’s son? For David 
himself says in the book of Psalms, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Until 
I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”’ V44 Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord,’ 
and how is He his son?” 

A. The first thing to note is that the first term “Lord” is a translation of Yahweh and 
the second is a translation of Adonai. 

1. Remember back to the John passage? Now, full disclosure, some 
translations have stopped using all caps for Yahweh. I don’t know why. Nor do I 
know what version you are looking at. But if they have kept them, it is “the 
LORD said to my Lord,”  
2. In other words, David says, “God the Father said to my Master,” sit here 
until I make your enemies a footstool under your feet. Which means that David 
writes a Psalm saying, “God the Father said to my Master, ‘Sit here until I make 
your enemies your footstool.’”  Which means, even though the Messiah is 
David’s descendent, He is David’s superior. 

B. How is that possible?   
C. Jesus is forcing them to try to see that the Messiah was going to be more than a 
man – more than a conquering King. This is a psalm that emphasizes the divinity of the 
Messiah, which is something they have been ignoring.  
D. Jesus asks a question: why would David say this?  The answer is, the Messiah is 
divine and human. The answer is the incarnation. The big idea here is that Jesus Christ 
was, as the Old Testament Scriptures foretold, and as the New Testament writers attested 
and confirmed, both God and man, human and divine. And all of this happened via the 
miracle of the virgin birth.4  

IX. There is more going on: 
A. There are references to Jesus as a priest. We also have some things going on 
because of the various theological hangups of the groups: 

1. The Sadduccees didn’t believe in the resurrection.  
2. The Pharisees were self-righteous religious bores.5 

B. This is a very rich passage and so, the more you dig the more you uncover.  

X. But a good man knows his limits. I doubt I can hold your attention much longer. So let 
me pivot: 

A. The big idea of the Bible is that God became a person in order to rescue broken 
people like me (and like you).   
B. To say this another way, Jesus was a man who acted like God because He was the 
God-man, God incarnate.  
C. The question is always, are we willing to yield and follow.  
D. The leaders of the nation did not reject Jesus because they failed to understand 
His claim to be God, nor because the Old Testament failed to indicate that Messiah would 
be both divine and human, but because to do so would have required them to submit to 
His authority, to obey and worship Him, to repent of their sin, to cease receiving the 
glory, praise, and preeminence which their leadership roles had come to provide for them. 
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E. I started by saying that one of the questions that gets answered is, “What is a 
Christian?”  Well, a Christian is someone who affirms that Jesus is the Messiah, and God 
and accepts him and follows.6  
F.  

																																																								
1	Spiritually speaking, things are hard in the United States right now.  But there are places where the church is 
growing in the US and there are church-planting movements that are exploding around the world. In these settings, 
churches are planting churches that are planting churches.  
	
2 In the opening of Luke 20 there is a discussion. Jesus asks them what they thought about John the Baptist. The 
point being, if they regard John as from God, then they need to accept Jesus as the Messiah, for John had thus 
introduced Him as such. If they rejected John’s authority—which they were inclined to do, but unwilling to take the 
heat for—they would incur the wrath of the masses, who believed John to be a prophet, sent by God and who spoke 
for Him.  They refused to answer Jesus so he says, “I’m not going to answer your questions.” 
 
3 In His parable of the vineyard and the vine-growers (Luke 20:9-18), Jesus did answer the question of the leaders, 
but He indicated that He was not merely a prophet, like John, but actually the Son of God. As such, He had the 
authority of God Himself, for He was God, and He also had the authority of the Father, who had sent Him. But there 
was more. He went on to indicate that His rejection by the leaders of Israel would lead to their removal and 
destruction, and, horror of horrors, that their leadership roles would be filled by Gentiles.  
 
4 110 was originally a “psalm of enthronement,” one that was read or sung or chanted when a new king was crowned 
or anointed; so the second lord in the psalm is the new king, who is so much favored by God that God will elevate 
him over all the nations; but the psalm was understood in the time of our scripture as a Messianic prophecy.  
 
5 The common people could easily think that true spirituality was to be like these leaders. Outwardly, they impressed 
everyone with their spirituality. They dressed differently in “holy” garb. Everyone gave them respectful greetings in 
public. They sat at the front of the synagogues and in the seats of honor at public banquets. They could offer long 
prayers. They seemed far more spiritual than everyone else. And yet their hearts were far from God. They were full 
of pride, greed, and selfishness. Jesus exposes them and warns of the greater judgment that they would receive. 
 
6 Scripture contains warning after warning that if we claim to know Christ, but continue to live in sin, we are 
deceived (Matt. 7:21-23; 1 Cor. 6:9-10; Gal. 6:7-8; Eph. 5:5-6; 1 John 2:4; 3:7-10). As James 2:14-26 argues, faith 
that does not result in righteous living is not saving faith. 
	


