
LUKE 20:27-40  
Sermon | November 12-13, 2016 | Christ Church 

Mike Woodruff 
	
 
 

Small Group Discussion Guide 
for leaders (see below for participants’ guide) 

 
 

Gathering Time 
 

• Make sure newcomers are welcomed and engaged in conversation 
• Offer a snack and drink if the setting is right (i.e. a home) 
• Arrange seating so everyone in the group can see each other 

 
 

Getting Acquainted 
 

• What is one takeaway from your last small group meeting? How are doing putting it into 
practice in your life? 
 

• This week we are talking about the resurrection. How often do you think about the 
resurrection and the truth that, if you are a follower of Christ, you have the gift of eternal 
life? How does this truth affect your life? 

 
 

Bible Exploration 
 

• Read Luke 20:27-40. What stands out to you from this exchange between Jesus and his 
questioners? What questions does it raise? 
 

• Luke makes a point of noting the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection. This set 
them apart from the Pharisees and the Christ-followers. For early Christians like the 
Apostle Paul, his belief that he would be resurrected to eternal life is what gave him 
courage to live boldly and joyfully in spite of persecution, while the Sadducees remained 
cynical and skeptical. How would you describe your life? Are you more like Paul or the 
Sadducees in your outlook?  
 

• Even those of us who believe in the resurrection sometimes lose our joy and confidence in 
Christ. In what areas of your life do you need a change of perspective toward joy and 
confidence? 
 

• What do you think of Jesus’ statement that there will be no marriage in heaven? Does it 
challenge your view of heaven?  
 

• The biblical picture of heaven is that we will experience an intimacy with God that will far 
eclipse anything we experience in earthly marriage, even at its best. Whether you are 
married or single today, ultimately your fulfillment and satisfaction will come only from 
God. How should this truth affect your perspective on marriage?  
 

• What is one practical application of Jesus’ teaching on the resurrection and marriage? 
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Prayer 
 

• Invite the group to participate in a time of “conversational” prayer. Each person may pray as often 
as he or she wants, but only 1-2 short sentences on one topic at a time. This lowers the barrier of 
participation for people unaccustomed to praying with others. 

 

 
Wrap-Up 
 

• Be sure to end the formal conversation on time. 
• Thank newcomers for joining you, and invite everyone to the next meeting. 
• Encourage people to linger for a few minutes, and do your best to have a personal interaction 

with each individual before he or she leaves. 
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Small Group Discussion Guide 

for participants 
 
 

Getting Acquainted 
 

• What is one takeaway from your last small group meeting? How are doing putting it into 
practice in your life? 
 

• This week we are talking about the resurrection. How often do you think about the 
resurrection and the truth that, if you are a follower of Christ, you have the gift of eternal 
life? How does this truth affect your life? 

 
 

Bible Exploration 
 

• Read Luke 20:27-40. What stands out to you from this exchange between Jesus and his 
questioners? What questions does it raise? 
 

• Luke makes a point of noting the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection. This set 
them apart from the Pharisees and the Christ-followers. For early Christians like the 
Apostle Paul, his belief that he would be resurrected to eternal life is what gave him 
courage to live boldly and joyfully in spite of persecution, while the Sadducees remained 
cynical and skeptical. How would you describe your life? Are you more like Paul or the 
Sadducees in your outlook?  
 

• Even those of us who believe in the resurrection sometimes lose our joy and confidence in 
Christ. In what areas of your life do you need a change of perspective toward joy and 
confidence? 
 

• What do you think of Jesus’ statement that there will be no marriage in heaven? Does it 
challenge your view of heaven?  
 

• The biblical picture of heaven is that we will experience an intimacy with God that will far 
eclipse anything we experience in earthly marriage, even at its best. Whether you are 
married or single today, ultimately your fulfillment and satisfaction will come only from 
God. How should this truth affect your perspective on marriage?  
 

• What is one practical application of Jesus’ teaching on the resurrection and marriage? 
 

 

Prayer 
 

• As a group, have a time of “conversational” prayer. Each person may pray as often as he or she 
wants, but only 1-2 short sentences on one topic at a time.  


