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I. Introduction 

A. We are in a series on contradictions. And of course Jesus is a big one.  He 
is: God and man; a king and a servant; one who exercises power in weakness.  
And we will come to see a lot of those contrasts in real time here as we enter the 
final week.  

B. The passage today reminds me of a moment in the stage production of Les 
Miserables where all the story lines are coming together 

C. Les Miserables is my favorite novel. It is brilliant at all kinds of levels.  

1. Ultimately it’s a story of grace versus law written by Victor Hugo 
back in mid 1800s. I loved the book. And wept when it was over. That’s 
never happened before or since. But it was so profound.  

D. I was unprepared to like the musical production as much as I did 

1. Movies and stage productions generally fail compared to books. 
They just can’t do as much character and plot development.  In some cases 
they get the main points wrong for the sake of another explosion or car 
chase or whatever. But I thought the musical did many things right.  

2. I remain particularly taken by the big number just before 
intermission when all of the story lines are coming together 

a) Marius and Cosset are approaching marriage. 

b) Eponine realizes that her love for Marius is not going to 
lead anywhere, but she wants what’s best for him and it leads her 
to stand against her parents, the Inn Keepers. 

c) The students are preparing to launch a revolution. 

d) Javert – who represents The Law – is closing in on John 
Valjean for his crimes. 

3. It is powerful in so many ways. You have all of these story lines 
coming together. We have some of that in today’s text. Luke 19, 
beginning with verse 28 and following. Just about every story line for 
1,500 pages has been leading up to this. 

E. The Bible is not a bunch of advice; it’s not inspirational stories about 
trying harder and being good; it’s not a compendium of morality lessons. It is the 
story of God and his love for you and me and the efforts He goes to in order to 
win us back. 
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F. And like all good stories, it starts with things going well. And then there is 
a crisis and then you follow along to see what is going to happen. Are the good 
guys or bad guys going to win? 

G. The opening of the Bible – Genesis 1 and 2 – reports on a world that 
works. And all is going well.  And then evil enters, and lies and betrayal and 
death and mayhem. 

H. But a promise is made by God, in Genesis 3, that says, in essence:  There 
are consequences for your sin and rebellion. There is a lot of pain and destruction 
going forward.  You have set a lot of bad things in motion.  But I will fix this. I 
will rescue you.  I will send someone to do that. And some descriptions of who 
this rescuer will be are given. 

I. And in Genesis 4 the first family gives birth to a son and you wonder, “Is 
he the one?”  No. Most definitely not. Cain is trouble. Then, starting in Genesis 
12, we follow one storyline, which starts with Abraham, because God makes a 
promise to him that He will work through His blood line to fulfill the promise. 

J. And there are lots of side plots and subthemes. And over 1,200 pages we 
learn about God and sin and the human heart.  And we watch Abraham’s blood 
line as they do lots of things wrong and almost get wiped out over and over:  

1. By the Egyptians 

2. By the Assyrians 

3. By the Babylonians 

4. By the Persians 

K. And the Old Testament ends with nothing having worked out. In fact, as 
time goes on, things get worse.  

L. There were moments where it looked like it was coming together. There 
was some hope when Isaac was born to Sara and Abraham.  

M. There were moments where God supernaturally delivers the Jews from 
destruction and it seems clear that He’s got everything under control: 

1. Their escape from Egypt – celebrated at the Passover 

2. Their survival in the desert 

3. The way Abraham’s family grows to be a nation and then, under 
David, becomes the Super Power of the world. 

N. But the Old Testament ends with every promising lead being washed 
away.  The Jews are broken.  They have: no king, no power, and their temple is a 
joke.  It’s like a kid’s fort built with cushions from the couch.  
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O. They used to be somebody.  But not any more.  

P. At the very end they have just returned from 70 years in captivity in 
Babylon, and they have rebuilt the wall and eventually gotten around to building a 
Temple. 

Q. And that is how the Old Testament ends 

R. You had this towering promise and moments when you thought it might 
be true.  But then disappointment. 

S. And you are thinking, I was a fool to believe. Everyone told me I was a 
fool. I said, “No.  You watch. He’ll keep his promise.”   

T. And then at this point you say, “Yeah, probably not.” 

U. The last little whisper for those still paying attention – God’s “I’ll be 
back” moment of the Old Testament – comes in Malachi. And he says, “The next 
thing you’ll hear from me is when Elijah returns.  

V. At that point the Old Testament ends and the heavens close. 

1. There are no prophets. God had always seemed to be working 
through someone – a prophet like Samuel or Nathan or Isaiah. The people 
who were paying close attention knew where to go to at least appeal to 
God. But for four hundred years there is radio silence. 

2.  And during this time some things happen that change the geo-
political situation and the religious situation for the Jews. 

a) When the Old Testament ends the Jews had just regained 
their freedom.  That doesn’t last too long.  

b) Alexander the Great conquers the world and he’s 
reasonably kind with the Jews, but he dies young, a general takes 
over and one of the very first things he does to show the Jews 
whose boss is slaughters a pig in the holy of holies.  

3. And they rebel and are free for a bit and then fall under Roman 
rule, because now the Roman Empire is on the rise. 

4. And as far as their relationship with God goes, they have gotten 
religious.  

a) Which is our default approach. The prevailing attitude of 
people everywhere is, I need to appease God (or the gods) with 
gifts and allegiance and good behavior. And if I do then he will 
favor me over my enemies. 

5. This is what some of you think the Bible teaches. 
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a) Obey the Ten Commandments and you will get to go to 
heaven when you die. 

b) No. No. No. No. No. No. No. That is not the Good News. 
News Flash, you’ve got it exactly wrong.  

c) We cannot ever pull that off. But God loves you and has a 
way forward for you.  He will embrace you right where you are.  
Don’t try to clean up your act so he’ll love you. 

W. So, the Old Testament ends with it looking like the promise God made is 
not going to be fulfilled. Some remain hopeful, but even their patience is pretty 
thin. And then we have this moment where things begin to change.  

II. I have a friend who used to host a big corporate event in which they would bring 
together the company’s top clients for a weeklong bash. 

A. It was a spare no expense, fly in the client’s entire family for a big week of 
food and fun and no expense will be spared bash.   

B. David Brooks is speaking at lunch and then you get to hit tennis balls 
against Chrissy Evert and then Jerry Seinfeld is going to tell a few jokes and then 
there is dinner and then, there is some other amazing person who is going to 
speak.  

C. It was a weeklong and it all led up to the last night, which had included 
this very nice meal. And then Colin Powell was coming out to speak. But for a 
brief interlude between those they had Denny Dent, who does a think called Art 
Attack. 

1. He’s not the only one. There are others, but basically they paint a 
picture of Mick Jagger or John Lennon or Jimi Hendrix during one of their 
songs.  Big canvas. Lots of spilled paint, but you end up with  

D. He does two large canvasses: John Lenon and Jimi Hendrix.  And then he 
starts to walk off but there is one canvass left. And my friend gets the crowd to 
implore him to do another. But he says, “I’m not feeling it. No promises.” And 
half way through the song, when nothing is working, he quits and storms off and 
it’s bad.  And my friend is trying to salvage things, filling the time when at that 
moment Dent comes walking back out. He turns the canvas upside down and went 
back after it and things suddenly started to come into focus.  

E. That is what is happening here with this text.  All the story lines are 
suddenly coming into focus. Six days now remains . 

F. There are all kinds of things going on here. 
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1. You have the imagery of Jesus riding in for his coronation; you 
have him riding in as a groom at his wedding and as someone marching in 
for their own funeral. 

2. We are going to see big titles for Jesus popping out. 

3. We are going to see prophecies fulfilled. 

G. I do not think the disciples get it until after Jesus explains it to them 
following the resurrection.  And many people skip over everything from here to 
the resurrection. But the Gospel writers slow down.  In fact, they slow down so 
much that some say the Gospels are little more than accounts of the Passion with 
long introductions.  

H. Let me start reading the text. Luke 19. Jesus has just given the Parable of 
the Talents.  He had challenged people to take some risks. To use their gifts.  

III. V28: After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.  

A. Where the Passover will take place. This is the celebration of the Jews’ 
being freed by God from Egypt through a series of plagues.  

B. And Jesus is timing his arrival to perfectly line up with the arrival of the 
Passover lamb – which by this point is all pretty scripted. After 1,000 years they 
have protocol – you bring the lamb into the city six days before you slaughter it. 
You kill it at 3PM on the day before the Passover. Jesus enters Jerusalem six days 
before he will be killed at 3 PM because he is the perfect, innocent, male lamb 
sent by God to sacrifice his life for their freedom.  

C. And like the instructions on how the lamb is to be killed, none of Jesus’ 
bones will be broken. 

D. This claim might be lost on you initially, but it wasn’t really lost on them. 
In a variety of ways all kinds of events – Abraham tying up Isaac, the sacrificial 
system, the Temple itself – has all been pointing to this. Jesus is arriving now as 
the lamb. 

IV. V29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of 
Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of 
you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. 
Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, 
‘The Lord needs it.’” 

A. This fulfills a prophecy made in Zechariah 9:9, which reads: 

1. Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, 
your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
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B. And it suggests that he knows exactly how things are going to play out. 

C. And the fact that he can ride an animal that has not been ridden shows his 
power over nature.  Dude Ranch joke.  

V. I suspect some of you are thinking, “Where are you getting all of this.”   

A. Years ago when the Joe Girardi – who now manages the Yankees – were 
in Chicago and lived in the area and attended Christ Church. And he was getting 
ready to go be Joe Torre’s bench coach for a year.  

B. Batting order, change out pitchers, hit and run, steal signs.  

C. Yeah, you don’t know anything.  

D. You keep watching and studying and as you do you see more and 
more.  

VI. V32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 
As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the 
colt?” They replied, “The Lord needs it.” They brought it to Jesus, threw their 
cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. As he went along, people spread their cloaks 
on the road.  Jesus is getting the red carpet treatment.  

VII. V37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of 
Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for 
all the miracles they had seen:  “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord!”  

A. This is a quote from Psalm 118, which is what the Jews expected to say 
when their Messiah showed up. It shows they know what is going on.  

VIII.  “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

A. Shalom is the term here. God’s peace. Not just an absence of war but a 
well-being with God and others.  

B. This is what the angels were singing back in Luke 2 when Jesus was born.  

IX. V39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your 
disciples!” 

A. They understand what the crowd is implying, think everything is getting 
out of control and that Jesus is committing a form of blasphemy. He is accepting 
worship. 
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X. V40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”  

A. In other words: He is not hiding who He is; and even the rocks can figure 
this out by now.  

XI. V41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it  

A. We often think of the prophets as being angry, but they also weep. The 
book of Lamentations is a long cry fest. It’s Jeremiah crying over what will 
happen. But in another sense, it’s God. Here Jesus is saying, I have come to help 
but you are going to reject me.  Jesus is not an angry judge but a sorrowful seer.  

XII. V42 and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would 
bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you 
when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem 
you in on every side.”  

A. Here he describes the coming siege by the Roman general Titus, who in 70 
AD will destroy Jerusalem – rip it apart. Plow it under. Forcing the Jews to scatter 
until they reconstitute the country right after WW II.   

XIII. V44 “They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your 
walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the 
time of God’s coming to you.” 

A. The word right at the end, “coming” is from the Greek episkopos, from 
which we get episcopal and also the word “bishop.”  Jesus says, I was coming to 
“bishop” you – to lead and pastor you. To care for you. But you would not take 
me on my terms.  

B. Let me say, “we can come to God as we are,” but it’s his plan going 
forward. He is God. We do not set the terms.   

XIV. If we look at this passage there is a template inside it.  

A. There are three responses: 

1. The disciples – who obeyed. They did not understand everything 
that was going on. But when told to do something, they did it. And they 
knew enough to keep close to Jesus. 

2. There were those who did not believe. They wanted Jesus to 
silence the crowds.  

3. And there was the crowd – who cheered him on when it looked 
like he was going to do what they wanted.  
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B. I think of the church as being a series of concentric circles moving out 
from Jesus in the center 

1. Next ring out is the core of the church. Those committed to Jesus. 
Those obeying. 

2. Then outside of that is the congregation at large.   

3. Outside that is the crowd.  

4. Then outside that is  cosmos – everything and everyone else. 

C. Where do you fall? I have these little cards that I look through from time 
to time to be sure my eyes are still working.  


