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Introduction

A. It’s been a while – so long in fact that many of you may not realize it – but we are 
working our way through the Gospel of Luke. We took a break in the middle of the 
summer. When we ramped back up in the fall we immediately turned to the Seven Deadly 
Sins and then rolled into the Advent Conspiracy. But we are back now, and I am very 
excited. 

B. This is the 19th message in this series. In the first 18 we covered a lot of ground. 

1. We established that Luke is one of four Gospels – divinely inspired, first 
century accounts written to persuade us that Jesus is God and Savior of the World. 
Matthew wrote to persuade the Jews, Mark wrote for the Romans, John clearly 
targets the Greeks and Luke, which was written by Luke (a medical doctor, 
amateur historian and travel companion of the Apostle Paul) was written to 
persuade the Gentiles, initially Theophilus, who I argued was a wealthy 
government official, Christ-follower and the one who funded Luke so he could 
spend several years investigating Christ’s life (retrace Christ’s steps, talk to eye-
witnesses) and then file a report. That is what we are studying. 

2. Luke’s account begins when an angel appeared to Zechariah, an older, 
poor, small-town priest who has had a very hard – and seemingly God-forsaken 
life. But while he was praying in the Temple an angel appeared to him and told 
him that his wife, Elizabeth – who is also well past child-bearing years – was 
going to have a son, and that this son would be the one to prepare the way for the 
Savior.

3. We then followed that angel as he visited Mary, a young, faithful girl – a 
child engaged to be married – and told her that she would give birth to the Son of 
God. 

4. We watched how various people responded to that news: Elizabeth, her 
aunt, Mary herself, whose response is profound (we call it The Magnificat after 
the first work in Latin. She was determined to magnify God in whatever way she 
could). We watched how Joseph, her fiancé, responded before he is won over in a 
dream. 

5. We walked through the birth and early days of John the Baptist and then 
the birth and first days of Jesus, which included more reactions – of angels, 
shepherds, Simeon and Anna – all designed to communicate the idea that this 
child was different. 
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6. We were treated to a glimpse of Jesus at 12, which showed us enough to 
know that he was remarkable and that he was doing everything that a Jew was 
expected to do to fulfill The Law. We then jumped ahead about 18 years to John 
the Baptist’s ministry as an adult.  We noted that he became a bit of a rock star, 
drawing huge crowds and making radical demands on the Jewish people, who 
were oppressed by the Romans and divided into various socio-political-religious 
groups – e.g., the Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, and Zealots.

7. We worked through a genealogy – different than the one Matthew opens 
with, but designed to show the same thing: Jesus is the fulfillment of the Hebrew 
prophecies. 

8. That led to Christ’s baptism, where he was honored by God the Father and 
the Holy Spirit in a great Trinitarian passage. 

9. This was followed by Christ going into the desert for a forty day period of 
fasting in preparation for his mission – a period that was capped by an effort by 
Satan to divert him from his work.

C. That led us into Seven – a study of the seven different kinds of temptations we 
face. (The Seven Deadly Sins are not the seven worst sins, but pride, envy, greed, sloth, 
gluttony, wrath and lust are understood to be the seven different ways we are led astray.)  

D. We now come to Luke 4:14 where we pick up with Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, 
traveling around the villages in Galilee – the northern region of Israel – preaching and 
healing and gaining lots of attention. 

Before we jump in, let me make quickly address a few housekeeping details:

E. All of the previous messages are online – both as audio files and as manuscripts 
should you want to review. 

F. Now is the time to get your small groups back up and running. There are 
discussion questions for each sermon and three minute video summaries to help jump 
start the study. All of that is available online, free for every sermon. 

G. The purpose of this particular series – Luke 4 & 5, which we are calling Amazed, 
which will last seven weeks and run us up to The Sermon on the Plain, Luke’s version of 
the Sermon on the Mount – is to highlight a series of things Jesus does to make it clear 
that He’s not just another rabbi. He is much, much more than that. And in today’s 
message – on this communion Sunday – we look at the big, bold, disruptive claim he 
made in his home town. 

It’s found in Luke 4. You can turn there. I am about to read it. What we are going to see is Jesus 
showing up in his home town. 
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H. After leaving the desert he begins 
preaching throughout Galilee (PICTURE) a 
collection of small, one-, maybe two-well villages 
with anywhere from a few dozen to a few 
hundred people. They were simple and humble. 
They didn’t have much by way of influence or 
affluence. 

I. Jesus would roll into a town and teach in 
the synagogue PICTURE, which was the center 
of life in the villages.

1. There was one Temple. It was in 
Jerusalem. This is what Solomon built 
and then was rebuilt a couple times (on a 
massive scale by Herod). This is where 
the people went for special days – like 
the Passover, or to make sacrifices. 

2. The synagogue was more like a local church. The people went there for a 
variety of reasons, but on Saturday they went for worship: prayer, Scripture 
reading, a sermon and the like. 

J. At some point – we don’t know exactly how long he’s on the circuit, perhaps as 
much as a year1 – he comes to Nazareth, his hometown, and preaches there, and it doesn’t 
end well. In fact, they try to kill him and as best we can tell, he never goes back. Let me 
read it for you.

Luke 4:14

K. And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about 
him went out through all the surrounding country. 15 And he taught in their 
synagogues, being glorified by all.

L. 16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 

And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written, 

1. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”
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M. 20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. 
And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to 
them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well 
of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And 
they said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” 23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you will 
quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at 
Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” 24 And he said, “Truly, I say to you, 
no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many 
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years 
and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to 
none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a 
widow. 27 And there were many lepers[a] in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, 
and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard 
these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and 
drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their 
town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing through 
their midst, he went away.

Two quick sidelights worth noting here:

N. First, Jesus was in the habit of attending weekly worship services. 

1. Vs. 16: As was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day. 

2. As we launch into a New Year let me suggest that, if you want to take 
ground – if you want to grow closer to God, become more of who He is 
calling you to be – showing up for weekly worship services is a great place to 
start. This is not enough, but it’s foundational. And I would argue that it 
needs to be part of what you do. It needs to be a given. . 

3. In How Will You Measure Your Life, Clayton Christensen, a professor 
of strategy at Harvard Business School, tells the story of refusing to play in 
the championship basketball game in college. He was a Rhodes Scholar 
playing for Oxford in England. Their team went to the finals. The game was 
slated for a Sunday. Earlier in life he had made a decision never to play 
basketball on a Sunday. It was part of his personal convictions about the way 
he wanted to observe the Sabbath. He came under intense pressure by his 
team, school officials and others to make an exception. He said no and now 
believes that was one of the single best decisions he ever made in life because 
life is simpler when you take away options.
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4. The changes we are after – the improvements we want to see - we 
cannot bring about on our own. But there is a path to follow and it includes 
weekly worship. This had been the Jewish practice since Moses and it has 
been the Christian pattern for the last two thousand years. The seven day 
week in place around the world is based on the mandate given by God to the 
Jews: on six days you work and one day is to be set apart for me. Not because 
God needs it but because we do! Showing up at church needs to be your 
default approach to life. It was for Jesus! It will not always rock your world. 
I can pretty much promise you that you will not have a transcendent 
emotional experience every week!  But you will be shaped by worship and the 
pattern of attending worship. This is one of the things you are expected to do.

O. Second, notice the respect given to God’s Word. 

1. The text tells us that the Jews stood for the reading of the Word. Some 
churches do that today, at least for the Gospel reading. It’s not required but I 
do hope you see the priority placed on God’s Word. We do not worship it. 
The Bible is not God. But the Bible is of critical importance because it points 
us to God. It points us to Christ. Read it! Read it every day. 

2. It sounds like I’m setting out all kind of things you need to do in 2014 
in order to move forward. Yes, I am. But… they are the same things I set out 
in 2013 and 2012 before that, and I’d argue were in place back in 60 AD. 
Worship, Connect, Grow, Serve and Share. You will be a different person a 
year from now. This isn’t about our salvation here but our sanctification. The 
question is – will you be living a better life or not? Will you be more like 
Christ or less. The path forward is hard but it’s not a mystery. 

Now to the big point. 

P. Jesus is invited forward to teach in the synagogue in Nazareth. He’s a 
hometown celebrity. The place is packed. He takes the scroll, unrolls it to a section 
from the last chapters of Isaiah and reads.

Q. We are not sure if He chose the passage or if this was the text assigned for the 
day. Whatever the case, he read a messianic text. He read a prophetic passage about 
the Messiah. Isaiah has many. In fact, that last part of Isaiah – chapters 40 – 66 – are 
so full of them that the book is occasionally referred to as the Fifth Gospel. 

R. Isaiah 53 is probably the best known. This is a section written 700 years before 
Jesus was born, but so clearly written about Christ suffering on the cross that it’s left out 
of the passages that the Jews read in the Temple today. It raises too many questions. 
You’ve heard it many times: 

1. He had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty 
that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men; a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
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2. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for 
our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.

3. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to 
his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

S. The book of Isaiah has a number of Messianic texts. Jesus reads one. Luke says 
that he took the scroll and read:

1. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.

T. Jesus reads this Messianic passage and then says, “today this text has been 
fulfilled in your presence.” In other words, I am the Messiah.

Now, if we dig into this passage we realize that Jesus is doing three things here. 

U. First, He is making a statement about what the Messiah is going to do. The Jews 
were looking for a Messiah who would defeat Rome and put them back on top of the geo-
political world. They wanted a national hero who looked and acted like King David, who 
was going to give them an easy life. That is not what Jesus came to do. 

1. In this passage Jesus says he will do four things:

a) Bring Good News to the poor: Luke will focus on Jesus’ ministry 
to the poor. We will see it over and over again. It’s a big theme of the 
entire Bible. 

b) Bring liberty to the captives: They are thinking freedom from 
Rome. He is thinking freedom from evil and sin. 

c) Bring sight to the blind: They are focused on physical healing – 
and Jesus does this. We’ll see that very soon. But there is clearly a 
metaphor in play here.2 He is also talking about insight into who we are 
and what matters and who God is and how we should live.  

d) Bring liberty to the oppressed: Again, freedom – true freedom

2. So part of what Jesus is doing is trying to reshape their understanding of 
the Messiah.

V. The second thing he is doing is claiming to the Messiah.
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1. Here, at the very start of his ministry, Jesus is going on record to say: I am 
the One. I am the Messiah. I am the one the Father promised back in Genesis 3 – 
the Seed of Woman who will defeat evil. I am the one the prophets wrote about. I 
am the one Isaiah was referring to when he wrote this passage 700 years ago. You 
have a front row seat on the most amazing events of all time. 

2. From time to time people will say, “Jesus doesn’t claim to be God.” That 
is not true. He does it in so many ways. This is not that just yet. Here he is 
claiming to be the Messiah. It will be a while before anyone understands that the 
Messiah is also God. No one was looking for that. The Jews had no category for 
the Messiah being God. They started their day with the Schema – a prayer out of 
Deut. 6

a) Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love 
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might.

3. There was one god, He was in heaven and He was so holy he couldn’t 
show up with them. In so many ways they are the least likely to ever accept that 
Jesus is God. 

4. It will be quite a while before everything comes into focus. We know how 
the story ends. We know bigger claims are coming. They didn’t, but this alone 
was shocking. Jesus claims to be the Messiah. He says in effect:

a) I am the Suffering Servant. I am the One you’ve been waiting for. 
I’m your riches. I’m your freedom. I’m your sight. I’m your liberation. It’s 
all about me.” 

W. The third thing Jesus does is make it clear that He is in charge. He is not going to 
be their lap dog. He says some very unsettling things to them – things so disruptive that 
they try to kill him. 

1. Initially they like what they hear. “All spoke well of him.” And then they 
grow a little confused. “Wait, isn’t this Joseph’s son? The kid who lived three 
doors down? Played point guard on the basketball team? Took a lot of wood-
working classes in high school?” And then Jesus says some things they are not 
willing to hear. 

2. Vs. 23:  “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal 
yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown 
as well.” Bless us. Show us some miracles. Share the wealth. (Chicago isn’t the 
only place where nepotism is expected.) Do for us the things we have heard you 
do for others. We’re your family and friends. We’re your homeboys. 
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3. And Jesus said – vs. 24: “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in 
his hometown.” In other words, “I’m not playing favorites and I’m not going to 
put on a show.”  This is not what they wanted to hear, but he could have gotten 
away with it without being marched to the cliff had not gone on to cite two Old 
Testament stories they did not want to hear - two accounts of God bypassing the 
Jews to bless other people. 

4. Vs. 25:  “But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the 
days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a 
great famine came over all the land.” We read about this in I Kings 17. Elijah was 
a 9th century B.C. prophet, serving back in the time when King Ahab and Queen 
Jezebel were causing so many problems. He was the guy who reported that God 
wouldn’t send rain until he (Elijah) said so and he then took off and hide for 
several years. Well, during the time of the drought he shows up at the home of a 
Gentile widow, asks for food. She gives from among the last she has, stating that 
both she and her son are preparing to die. Elijah then supernaturally provides for 
her. “But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of 
Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great 
famine came over all the land, and Elijah was sent to none of them – God 
bypassed the Jews – but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who 
was a widow.” 

5. Then he tells the story of Namaan, a Syrian military commander, who is 
healed of leprosy. We read about this in 2 Kings 5. Elisha, Elijah’s successor is 
involved this time. Vs. 27 reads: And there were many lepers in Israel in the time 
of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the 
Syrian.” 

6. In other words, Jesus reminds them of two times when God showed his 
favor to non-Jews. The response of the people – vs. 28 – was rage: “When they 
heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up 
and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which 
their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff.” 

X. There were two common ways to kill a troublemaker: throw rocks at them or 
throw them off a cliff into the rocks. They were setting up for the latter. I’ve been to the 
site where they think this happened. It’s a housing development now. I picked up this 
rock from there. It’s not a high cliff, which leads some to think this is not the site, but if 
you were tied up and pushed head first off the rocks that would not be a good day.  

Y. But it didn’t happen. The text says: But passing through their midst, he went 
away.

Z. Why were they mad? 

1. He wouldn’t put on a show for them. He wouldn’t do the kinds of miracles 
for them he had been doing for others.

2. He makes huge claims.
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3. He undermines their national, racial pride. 

4. He does not do what they wanted him to do! His agenda is much bigger 
than that. 

AA. There is a lot to learn here. But I want to be sure you are Amazed at the things I 
want you to be amazed at. 

What happens here – and will continue to happen throughout the Gospel – is that Jesus tries to 
help people understand who He is. 

BB. In today’s text He claims to be the Messiah. Next week we will see him 
demonstrate his power over evil. The following week he’ll share his plan to change the 
entire world. In future texts he will demonstrate his power over sickness and then death. 
He will calm a storm to show his power over nature. Jesus does amazing things so that 
people understand that he’s not just another rabbi.  

CC. And what we need to see – what I want to be sure you see – is that the correct 
response is to follow. It’s to worship. It’s to obey. It’s to be amazed and then re-align your 
life. 

DD. The Gospel of Luke was written to persuade us that Jesus is the Messiah. It’s not a 
biography. It’s not simply reporting information. The Gospels were written to move us to 
faith and action – to believe in and follow Jesus.  

EE. Please see this. Jesus makes the biggest claims possible and – AND! – they are 
either true or not. What we get here is not simply a call to be a nice person. Jesus claims 
to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. We are redeemed and rescued and we begin to be 
formed in all the right ways as we follow him.

FF. That is the call for 2014.

Now, if you are not prepared to follow – still have too many questions – it’s time to sign up for 
Alpha. 

GG. Eight dinner discussions about Jesus and the claims he makes. It starts on January 
21st – two Tuesdays from now. Dinner starts at 6. Around 6:45 I give a talk on one of the 
big questions: Who is Jesus? Can we trust the Bible? Why did Christ die? What does it 
mean to be a Christian? We then break into smaller groups for discussion, debate and the 
like. Tens of millions of people have gone through this class because… it’s very helpful. 
Free food. Lively discussion. And an exploration of the most important issues in front of 
you. Sign up today. 

HH. Men and women, if Jesus was right in what he claimed in our passage today – if 
he is the fulfillment of the promises made hundreds of years earlier – then everything 
hangs in the balance, including your eternal resting place. 
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II. As we start a new year I want to encourage those of you who are in to be in! 
Follow. Make God your highest priority. And if you can’t yet decide what to do about 
Christ, make deciding your highest priority. 

Communion
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1 We are not given enough information to definitively map out how long Jesus’s public ministry lasted. Most hold 
that it was three years. Under this understanding, most of the events recorded in John 1-4 would have taken 
place before he showed up in Nazareth: first miracle in Cana, first cleansing of the Temple, conversation with 
Samaritan woman, etc.  

2 We see Christ restore sight in John 9. In Acts 26:18 we see him “opening the eyes of people” who were 
spiritually blind. 
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	M. 20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” 23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” 24 And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers[a] in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he went away.
	N. First, Jesus was in the habit of attending weekly worship services.
	1. Vs. 16: As was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day.
	2. As we launch into a New Year let me suggest that, if you want to take ground – if you want to grow closer to God, become more of who He is calling you to be – showing up for weekly worship services is a great place to start. This is not enough, but it’s foundational. And I would argue that it needs to be part of what you do. It needs to be a given. .
	3. In How Will You Measure Your Life, Clayton Christensen, a professor of strategy at Harvard Business School, tells the story of refusing to play in the championship basketball game in college. He was a Rhodes Scholar playing for Oxford in England. Their team went to the finals. The game was slated for a Sunday. Earlier in life he had made a decision never to play basketball on a Sunday. It was part of his personal convictions about the way he wanted to observe the Sabbath. He came under intense pressure by his team, school officials and others to make an exception. He said no and now believes that was one of the single best decisions he ever made in life because life is simpler when you take away options.
	4. The changes we are after – the improvements we want to see - we cannot bring about on our own. But there is a path to follow and it includes weekly worship. This had been the Jewish practice since Moses and it has been the Christian pattern for the last two thousand years. The seven day week in place around the world is based on the mandate given by God to the Jews: on six days you work and one day is to be set apart for me. Not because God needs it but because we do! Showing up at church needs to be your default approach to life. It was for Jesus! It will not always rock your world. I can pretty much promise you that you will not have a transcendent emotional experience every week! But you will be shaped by worship and the pattern of attending worship. This is one of the things you are expected to do.

	O. Second, notice the respect given to God’s Word.
	1. The text tells us that the Jews stood for the reading of the Word. Some churches do that today, at least for the Gospel reading. It’s not required but I do hope you see the priority placed on God’s Word. We do not worship it. The Bible is not God. But the Bible is of critical importance because it points us to God. It points us to Christ. Read it! Read it every day.
	2. It sounds like I’m setting out all kind of things you need to do in 2014 in order to move forward. Yes, I am. But… they are the same things I set out in 2013 and 2012 before that, and I’d argue were in place back in 60 AD. Worship, Connect, Grow, Serve and Share. You will be a different person a year from now. This isn’t about our salvation here but our sanctification. The question is – will you be living a better life or not? Will you be more like Christ or less. The path forward is hard but it’s not a mystery.

	P. Jesus is invited forward to teach in the synagogue in Nazareth. He’s a hometown celebrity. The place is packed. He takes the scroll, unrolls it to a section from the last chapters of Isaiah and reads.
	Q. We are not sure if He chose the passage or if this was the text assigned for the day. Whatever the case, he read a messianic text. He read a prophetic passage about the Messiah. Isaiah has many. In fact, that last part of Isaiah – chapters 40 – 66 – are so full of them that the book is occasionally referred to as the Fifth Gospel.
	R. Isaiah 53 is probably the best known. This is a section written 700 years before Jesus was born, but so clearly written about Christ suffering on the cross that it’s left out of the passages that the Jews read in the Temple today. It raises too many questions. You’ve heard it many times:
	1. He had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
	2. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.
	3. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

	S. The book of Isaiah has a number of Messianic texts. Jesus reads one. Luke says that he took the scroll and read:
	1. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.

	T. Jesus reads this Messianic passage and then says, “today this text has been fulfilled in your presence.” In other words, I am the Messiah.
	U. First, He is making a statement about what the Messiah is going to do. The Jews were looking for a Messiah who would defeat Rome and put them back on top of the geo-political world. They wanted a national hero who looked and acted like King David, who was going to give them an easy life. That is not what Jesus came to do.
	1. In this passage Jesus says he will do four things:
	a) Bring Good News to the poor: Luke will focus on Jesus’ ministry to the poor. We will see it over and over again. It’s a big theme of the entire Bible.
	b) Bring liberty to the captives: They are thinking freedom from Rome. He is thinking freedom from evil and sin.
	c) Bring sight to the blind: They are focused on physical healing – and Jesus does this. We’ll see that very soon. But there is clearly a metaphor in play here.2 He is also talking about insight into who we are and what matters and who God is and how we should live.
	d) Bring liberty to the oppressed: Again, freedom – true freedom

	2. So part of what Jesus is doing is trying to reshape their understanding of the Messiah.

	V. The second thing he is doing is claiming to the Messiah.
	1. Here, at the very start of his ministry, Jesus is going on record to say: I am the One. I am the Messiah. I am the one the Father promised back in Genesis 3 – the Seed of Woman who will defeat evil. I am the one the prophets wrote about. I am the one Isaiah was referring to when he wrote this passage 700 years ago. You have a front row seat on the most amazing events of all time.
	2. From time to time people will say, “Jesus doesn’t claim to be God.” That is not true. He does it in so many ways. This is not that just yet. Here he is claiming to be the Messiah. It will be a while before anyone understands that the Messiah is also God. No one was looking for that. The Jews had no category for the Messiah being God. They started their day with the Schema – a prayer out of Deut. 6
	a) Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.

	3. There was one god, He was in heaven and He was so holy he couldn’t show up with them. In so many ways they are the least likely to ever accept that Jesus is God.
	4. It will be quite a while before everything comes into focus. We know how the story ends. We know bigger claims are coming. They didn’t, but this alone was shocking. Jesus claims to be the Messiah. He says in effect:
	a) I am the Suffering Servant. I am the One you’ve been waiting for. I’m your riches. I’m your freedom. I’m your sight. I’m your liberation. It’s all about me.”


	W. The third thing Jesus does is make it clear that He is in charge. He is not going to be their lap dog. He says some very unsettling things to them – things so disruptive that they try to kill him.
	1. Initially they like what they hear. “All spoke well of him.” And then they grow a little confused. “Wait, isn’t this Joseph’s son? The kid who lived three doors down? Played point guard on the basketball team? Took a lot of wood-working classes in high school?” And then Jesus says some things they are not willing to hear.
	2. Vs. 23: “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” Bless us. Show us some miracles. Share the wealth. (Chicago isn’t the only place where nepotism is expected.) Do for us the things we have heard you do for others. We’re your family and friends. We’re your homeboys.
	3. And Jesus said – vs. 24: “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown.” In other words, “I’m not playing favorites and I’m not going to put on a show.” This is not what they wanted to hear, but he could have gotten away with it without being marched to the cliff had not gone on to cite two Old Testament stories they did not want to hear - two accounts of God bypassing the Jews to bless other people.
	4. Vs. 25: “But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land.” We read about this in I Kings 17. Elijah was a 9th century B.C. prophet, serving back in the time when King Ahab and Queen Jezebel were causing so many problems. He was the guy who reported that God wouldn’t send rain until he (Elijah) said so and he then took off and hide for several years. Well, during the time of the drought he shows up at the home of a Gentile widow, asks for food. She gives from among the last she has, stating that both she and her son are preparing to die. Elijah then supernaturally provides for her. “But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, and Elijah was sent to none of them – God bypassed the Jews – but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.”
	5. Then he tells the story of Namaan, a Syrian military commander, who is healed of leprosy. We read about this in 2 Kings 5. Elisha, Elijah’s successor is involved this time. Vs. 27 reads: And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”
	6. In other words, Jesus reminds them of two times when God showed his favor to non-Jews. The response of the people – vs. 28 – was rage: “When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff.”

	X. There were two common ways to kill a troublemaker: throw rocks at them or throw them off a cliff into the rocks. They were setting up for the latter. I’ve been to the site where they think this happened. It’s a housing development now. I picked up this rock from there. It’s not a high cliff, which leads some to think this is not the site, but if you were tied up and pushed head first off the rocks that would not be a good day.
	Y. But it didn’t happen. The text says: But passing through their midst, he went away.
	Z. Why were they mad?
	1. He wouldn’t put on a show for them. He wouldn’t do the kinds of miracles for them he had been doing for others.
	2. He makes huge claims.
	3. He undermines their national, racial pride.
	4. He does not do what they wanted him to do! His agenda is much bigger than that.

	AA. There is a lot to learn here. But I want to be sure you are Amazed at the things I want you to be amazed at.
	BB. In today’s text He claims to be the Messiah. Next week we will see him demonstrate his power over evil. The following week he’ll share his plan to change the entire world. In future texts he will demonstrate his power over sickness and then death. He will calm a storm to show his power over nature. Jesus does amazing things so that people understand that he’s not just another rabbi.
	CC. And what we need to see – what I want to be sure you see – is that the correct response is to follow. It’s to worship. It’s to obey. It’s to be amazed and then re-align your life.
	DD. The Gospel of Luke was written to persuade us that Jesus is the Messiah. It’s not a biography. It’s not simply reporting information. The Gospels were written to move us to faith and action – to believe in and follow Jesus.
	EE. Please see this. Jesus makes the biggest claims possible and – AND! – they are either true or not. What we get here is not simply a call to be a nice person. Jesus claims to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. We are redeemed and rescued and we begin to be formed in all the right ways as we follow him.
	FF. That is the call for 2014.
	GG. Eight dinner discussions about Jesus and the claims he makes. It starts on January 21st – two Tuesdays from now. Dinner starts at 6. Around 6:45 I give a talk on one of the big questions: Who is Jesus? Can we trust the Bible? Why did Christ die? What does it mean to be a Christian? We then break into smaller groups for discussion, debate and the like. Tens of millions of people have gone through this class because… it’s very helpful. Free food. Lively discussion. And an exploration of the most important issues in front of you. Sign up today.
	HH. Men and women, if Jesus was right in what he claimed in our passage today – if he is the fulfillment of the promises made hundreds of years earlier – then everything hangs in the balance, including your eternal resting place.
	II. As we start a new year I want to encourage those of you who are in to be in! Follow. Make God your highest priority. And if you can’t yet decide what to do about Christ, make deciding your highest priority.

