
This week the Storyteller series turns to an interesting parable entitled the Rich 
Man and Lazarus. The parable describes two people who have opposite earthly 
experiences and opposite eternal experiences. The sermon pursues several of the 
ideas that come out of the parable; heaven and hell as well as identity and impact.
 

With the Group
Leaning | Beginning to connect  
with the topic

Learning | Getting clear on  
What was taught
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Loving | Growing our heart for a  
loving God      

    

                                                                       

Living | Starting to live like  
Jesus daily                                                                                        

                
        

                 DIGGING DEEPER

       

                 GRADUATE LEVEL

Who gets to experience (go to) heaven?

Lazarus was largely ignored by the rich man during their 
lifetimes. But through the parable, Jesus reminds us again 
to live today with selfless love in light of eternity. If you were 
poor, would you like to be treated the way you treat the poor?  
Consider James 1:28. Why is this answer and our behavior so 
important?

What do you think of this statement, “There are those who say 
to God, ‘thy will be done’ and those to whom God says, ‘thy 
will be done’? Does this capture your view of heaven and hell? 
Is it lacking?

Pastor Mike shaped part of his message around identity. He 
claimed that if you build your identity around this life, you will 
have no identity in the next? What characterizes and shapes 
your identity? What biblical passages and ideals shape your 
life and help you build your identity?

Which part of the sermon most challenged you, surprised you 
or caused you to think differently about something?

How do you reconcile the idea of Hell while thinking of God 
being all about love?

How does the idea of the “Marshmallow Test” relate to our grown 
up life with God? Are you better at eating the marshmallow now 
or waiting in order to eat two later?

Mike described four views of “what happens next” (when we 
die). They were Naturalism, Reincarnation, Universalism and then 
the Christian view including heaven and hell. Are there other 
ideas/explanations you can think of? How might you respond to 
someone holding one of the first 3 views? Do you 
feel comfortable with the idea of Heaven and Hell?

If you were to select a three word epitaph for your gravestone, 
what three words would you choose?


