
Today we continue our series Come Alive, focusing on characters from the Bible 
delivered in the first person. Syler Thomas brings Jonah’s experience to life as 
he helps the congregation go inside the life, mind and calling of this reluctant 
prophet.

 
With the Group

Leaning | Beginning to connect  
with the topic

Learning | Getting clear on  
What was taught
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Loving | Growing our heart for a  
loving God      

    

                                                                       

Living | Starting to live like  
Jesus daily                                                                                        

                 
                 DIGGING DEEPER

                 GRADUATE LEVEL

    
 

Read through Jonah together (aloud or silently). How did 
Syler’s rendition capture the heart of the book? What did he 
get right? What did he miss?

Talk about an experience you’ve had with schadenfreude. 
How did you move past it?

Jonah is part of the Minor Prophets (not less important - just 
shorter books than Isaiah, Ezekiel and Jeremiah). Read another 
Minor Prophet (any of the final 12 books of the Old Testament) 
and summarize the message. Share the message of the book 
you chose with one another.

What is the responsibility of missions for God’s people? Is this 
global? Local? For people of all religions? For enemies? Should 
everyone do this? Support this? As a group try to understand 
and support (with Scripture) a view of God’s heart for reaching 
the world.

What parts of the sermon most inspired you, moved you, 
challenged you or helped you gain a new perspective on 
God’s love?

Why was it so difficult for Jonah to share news of God’s love 
with the Ninevites? Do you think God loves your enemies? 
How do you feel about that?

The message had two main themes. What did you think they 
were and what did you learn from them?

What passages or characters from the New Testament does 
Jonah remind you of?

Tell your best story about a boat, sea life, or an experience on or 
near the water.


