
This week’s study focuses on the account of Elijah the prophet found in 1 Kings 17-19. 
In preparation for your meeting, consider reading the three chapters and selecting a 

few of the questions below for discussion with your small group.
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1. Twice God called Elijah to deliver a message to King Ahab who was hostile to God 
and his ways (1 Kings 17:1; 18:1). How did God equip Elijah for this calling? Has God 
asked you to step into a scary situation? How have you responded? What would it look 
like to trust God and depend on him in that situation?

2. Probably the high point of Elijah’s ministry was when God showed up by delivering 
fire that consumed his sacrifce in a clear display of his power and presence (18:38). 
When has God shown up in your life? Where do you need God to show up? How do 
you keep the faith while you wait?

3. Elijah confronted the Israelites for wavering between worshiping God and worship 
idols (18:21). An idol is anything we look to for satisfaction besides God. It is the thing 
that gets our best time, attention, effort and focus. We all have idols to conquer. What are 
yours? What competes with God for your worship? What gets your best time, attention, 
effort and focus? 

4. Not long after his great victory when God showed up, Elijah was forced to flee for his 
life (19:2). His joy was short lived. Have you ever had a victory turn into defeat? Or had 
high hopes turn into disappointment? How did you respond? Where did you turn for 
encouragement? 

5. In the wilderness, God spoke to Elijah in a gentle whisper, not in the wind, earthquake 
or fire (19:11-13). How do you expect God to communicate to you? Often we want God 
to broadcast his will in loud, unmistakable fashion, but that is usually not his way. When 
you get quiet enough to really listen, what do you think God is whispering to you right 
now? How would you respond if he asked you, “what are you doing here, __________?”


