
Having fed the 5,000, Jesus prepares to depart from Nazareth and begin a journey 
to Jerusalem. He knows what lies ahead and determines it may be time to ensure 
his disciples understand his true identity and are prepared to carry on the ministry. 
Jesus must have been quite relieved to hear Peter’s words, “You are God’s Messiah.”  
Now was not the time for everyone to know this, but from Peter’s seed of truth, 
revealed to him by God, Jesus continues his instruction on discipleship..
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In what ways does your life reflect that you have “picked up 
your cross and followed Christ?”
 
Concerning this passage, bible scholar and Pastor Warren 
Wiersbe wrote that the closest thing to Jesus’ word “disciple” 
is “apprentice.” What might that idea communicate about 
discipleship? Are you “apprenticing” in any way?

Jesus called Peter to follow him in Luke 5. Peter proclaims that 
Jesus is the Messiah in Luke 9. Open your bible and make a list 
of all the things that Peter experienced that might have helped 
him draw this conclusion. As you review the list, which things 
do you believe would most help him draw the conclusion that 
Christ was the Messiah? Were there any other influences to this?

Knowing that he (Jesus) would eventually instruct his disciples 
to, “go and make disciples of all nations,” why do you suppose 
he commanded the disciples that they must not tell anyone 
about Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Christ? What do you 
think Jesus was waiting for? What would you say is the central 
purpose of his life?

What about Pastor Mike’s sermon most challenged you, intrigued 
you or helped you understand the passage in a new way?
 
What is it about God that drew you to him? How do you 
understand ideas like Messiah and Savior? What does it mean 
for you to “follow him?”

In Luke 9:20, why was it important for Jesus to change his 
question of Peter from “Who do the crowds say I am?” to “Who 
do you say I am?” What difference does this make?

Isaiah 7:14 and 9:6-7 are passages announcing the Messiah. Isaiah 
53:1-12 also announces the Messiah. How does this set of passages 
from Isaiah help us understand the gap between Jewish 
expectation and God’s reality concerning the Messiah? What 
were the Jewish people expecting? What was God planning? 
How does this impact our faith?

Think of the revolutions you are aware of. Did they work?  Why do 
you think they did or did not?


