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I. Set Up 

A. What do you fear and how do deal with that uncomfortable – sometimes 
paralyzing – feeling? What should you fear: heights? spiders and snakes? public 
speaking? Death? God? Today’s topic is fear. It grows out of some comments Jesus 
makes in first few verses of Luke 12.    

B. Greeting / my name is / special welcome to those who are new 

II. Intro 

A. Jeff, which is not his real name, came in to talk to me because he was having 
problems sleeping. His wife came with him. It was pretty clear right away that he didn’t 
want to be there but that she was making him “talk to the pastor.” In the first few minutes 
I learned that: he had a good job, made plenty of money, they had lived below their 
means allowing them to set aside a lot of money, but he was scared about running out – 
of not providing for his money. He knew his worry was somewhat irrational, but he was 
often unable to sleep – which made him irritable and not much fun to be around. If he  
did fall asleep he’d grind his teeth or wake up in a cold sweat. Life was not working very 
well. He believed in God, but that did not seem to be making much difference – it 
certainly wasn’t helping him relax and sleep.   

B. Debbie – also not her real name – was scared of most things. She was amazed at 
how casually most people lived their life, seemingly oblivious to the many ways things 
could go wrong: car accidents, job loss, cancer, identify theft, etc., etc. She self-
medicated with alcohol, which she admitted was “more than a little” and not working. 
She was scared of men, failure, heights, car accidents, planes and ten thousand other 
things. And once again, belief in God did not seem to be moving the needle. 
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C. And then there was my odd experience with elevators. I didn’t think twice about 
them until one day – back in the late 80s – when I got in an elevator and just as the doors 
were closing, I panicked. I had this overwhelming sense that it was going to fall. So I hit 
the button for the next floor, and as soon as the door opened I jumped off and used the 
stairs. Over the next few weeks I avoided that elevator – and other elevators – until I 
decided this was an irrational fear that I had to overcome. The irony in all of this is that 
both of my brothers – who are engineers – work for an elevator company. And they tell 
me that elevators do not fall. In fact, they fill them with lead and disconnect the cables 
and the emergency brakes go on so quickly they need a micrometer to register the 
distance they fell. They tell me elevators are very safe. I told them, I didn’t have any 
problem in any elevators until one day I realized that they were the ones designing and 
building them!    

D. In our text today, the main topic is fear. This is hardly the only place it comes up 
in the Bible. It’s actually a pretty common topic. In fact, “Fear Not” is the phrases Jesus 
uses most often to greet his friends.    

E. How should we think about fear?  

1. Some say that fear is the opposite of faith – implying that we should be 
fearless. In 1 John 4 we are told that “perfect love casts out all fear;” in Mark 5 
we are told, “do not be afraid, just believe;” and as I earlier noted, Jesus tells his 
friends to “fear not” on more than twenty occasions.   

2. But Proverbs famously opens by declaring that the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom – a point it makes over and over, and Psalms joins in1 -- 
suggesting that sometimes fear is a good thing.    

F. Are we supposed to fear or not?  If so, what? Given the fact that we have 
epidemic levels of fear today – and many people medicated for anxiety even though we 
have probably never been safer2 – this seems like an important question. How are we to 
think about fear? 

                                                
1 Cf. Ps. 25:14 & 86:11. 
 
2 In his sermon, “Fear Not: Counter Culture,” Bruce Baker writes: Here’s some news that might surprise you: life 
expectancy in the US doubled during the twentieth century. During the 1990s the murder rate dropped by 20,% yet 
news stories reporting murders increased by 600%. In the past decade the number of drug users has decreased by 
about half, yet most adults when surveyed will still name drug use as the greatest danger to America’s youth. Recent 
surveys of teachers, when asked what the biggest problems in their schools, do not put crime at the top of their list. 
Instead, at the top of their list they put parent apathy, lack of finances, fighting and textbook shortages. And public 
schools are safer than other places where teenagers hang out – their homes for example….Its almost impossible to 
purchase a diving board or install a big swing set in a public playground anymore, and several ladder manufacturers 
have gone out of business.  
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III.    Turn with me to Luke 12.  We are lumbering through this book. It looks 
like we’ll be in it for over three years. Some of you got college degrees in less time. Of course 
some of you spent more than three years completing your freshman year – so our pace isn’t the 
end of the world. And there is so much here to see.  

A. V1:  Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they 
were trampling on one another 

1. Remember, Jesus came for several reasons – one was to launch a 
revolution of grace, hope and love. To that end, he sent out the 12 to preach and 
proclaim the Good News. Later he sent out 70 more. And they stirred things up. 
As Jesus gets closer to Jerusalem the crowds get bigger and bigger, and at some 
point it becomes difficult to tell if they are a crowd or a mob. When we hear that 
people are trampling on each other it starts to sound like the United Center during 
a Hawks game, or Kennedy airport back in 1964 when the Beatles launched their 
British Invasion tour. There is a bit of pandemonium surrounding Jesus. Lots and 
lots of people want to meet him, hear him, touch him.   

2. And this has some downsides. We will see that at some point the crowds 
become exhausting and destructive.  We will also see the attention they give him 
fuels quite a bit of anger and envy among the Pharisees. When it’s all too much, 
Jesus talks about the cost of following him and the numbers drop. But this is not 
one of those moments. Here they are “trampling on one another.”3  

B. V1: Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were 
trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: “Be on your 
guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 

                                                
 
3 Later the crowds will press so hard that Jesus will have to escape by boat, and at one point those wanting to get 
next to him will cut a hole in the roof of a building to lower someone down next to him. Clearly, Jesus has rock-star 
status.  
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1. Today’s text is a continuation of the what we looked at last week. There 
we read about Jesus going after religion in general and the religious leaders in 
particular. He made the Pharisees regret their decision to invite him to dinner. He 
did not like the rules they made up and then forced on the people, and He told 
them so.  Here, in an off-line conversation with the disciples, Jesus attacks the 
Pharisee’s hypocrisy – the way they were two-faced. He compares them to fluffy 
bread which has been puffed up by yeast and is full of lots of air holes. His 
statements make it clear that he thinks their piety is a big act. They are phonies. 
It’s all hype and spin, smoke and mirrors. And to make matters worse, they are 
bullies, and Jesus hates bullies. He seldom stands up to them when they attack 
him. But he doesn’t sit back when they attack others.  

C. V2: There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not 
be made known. What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what 
you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs. 

1. Wow!  I’ve heard people say, “I’m so glad I grew up before Facebook or 
Snapchat, because if anyone took pictures of the things I did in college I’d be 
unemployed.” Others express fear that Google, or the NSA has records of our 
phone calls. Newsflash: stop worrying about Google or the NSA. Our sin has a 
way of coming out – as we saw this week with Denny Hastert – which is just the 
latest in a long, long line of people whose life implodes because of privates sins 
eventually became public. But even more than that, God not only has records of 
our actions and words, but also of our thoughts – and all of this will be revealed.  
Which will be horrific for those who claim to be something they are not.      

2. Just to be clear, this statement is a source of encouragement for some – the 
good work that you are doing that no one sees (the acts of kindness and love no 
one sees) will be noted.  But it’s a source of deep concern to others.  The idea that 
everything will be known – all emails, secrets, lies, Google searches will be 
exposed – is not good news.     

D. And the scary news continues.  Next up is a truly chilling line – one very contrary 
to the spirit of our age.4 I memorized this passage out of Matthew 10 about twenty years 
ago: “Do not fear him who is able to destroy the body, but unable to destroy the soul. 
Instead fear him who is able to destroy both body and soul in hell.” In other words, “fear 
God.”  

                                                
4 Despite much touted theories about pluralism, Americans of all stripes unite in a Ptolemaic view of the self: the 
universe revolves around me. Christians seem as eager as anyone to secure a central place for the ego. We place 
truth in orbit around self-esteem. Since teachings about the fear of the Lord require a Copernican recognition that I 
am not the center, they appear utterly senseless.  (William D. Eisenhower, “Fearing God,” Christianity Today, Feb. 
7, 1986, p. 32.)  
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E. Luke version is slightly different. V4: I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of 
those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you 
should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to throw you 
into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.  

1. In other words: we are told to fear God.  

a) Some bristle at this. I was in a conversation years ago in which I 
mentioned fearing God and the woman I was talking to said, “That’s not 
the God I worship.” That caught me short. I was not expecting that answer 
from that person. I get it. I understand the desire to edit that parts of The 
Book that I don’t like. But that isn’t really an option. Here – and in other 
places, we are commanded (the very is in the imperative mode) – Jesus 
tells us to fear the one who can throw us in hell.  

b) Some refuse to accept aspects of God’s character that challenge 
their hope that he’s a bit like their grandfather; others agree that we are to 
fear God, but then argue that fear means respect or revere. We are to 
respect and revere God – and by this I mean, we are to marvel at him like 
you marvel at things that are massively powerful or big and that leave you 
feeling intimidated and attracted at the same time. Something is a bit 
overwhelming and beautiful.5 We are to revere God, but there are different 
words for that in the Hebrew and Greek and they are not used here.6 We 
are told to fear God.7  

                                                
5 See Mark Galli’s helpful and insightful article, “The Fear That Draws Us,” Christianity Today, Nov. 2013.  
 
6 Galli writes, “There are plenty of good words in Hebrew and Greek that communicate honor and respect.  But the 
biblical writers rarely use them when talking about God. Honor your father and mother (Ex. 20:12). Respect the 
Emperor. But when it comes to God, they tell us to “fear” him (I Peter 2:17). When it comes to God, they keep using 
the word that scares us. (We may have nothing to fear but fear itself, but that seems to be what we fear.” (“The Fear 
that Draws us,” Christianity Today, Feb. 7, 2013.  See also: Ex. 19:16; Is. 6:5; Jer. 2:19; Mark 4:31-41; 9:6 and 16:8.  
7 The Bible connects fear with the majesty and holiness of God over 300 times.  
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2. A couple quick asides:  First, this is the only place in Luke that the word 
hell is mentioned. The topic doesn’t come up very often in the New Testament, 
although it doesn’t have to, with statements like this to get our attention. Second, 
please note that virtually every time it is mentioned, Jesus is the one mentioning 
it. Everything we learn about hell – every horrible description (e.g., bottomless 
pit, lake of fire, gnashing of teeth) – comes from Jesus.8 It’s not Old Testament; 
it’s not Paul; it’s not James or John, but Jesus – the One who died so that no one 
would ever need to go to hell is the one who talks about hell.9  And it’s not a 
small matter. Jesus speaks more about God’s wrath than He does about God’s 
love.10  

3. But let’s not miss the main point: for most of Christian history one of the 
chief things faith prepared us for was to meet God. We are to be concerned over 
this. We are often way too wrapped up with things that do not matter and way too 
casual about things that do. We are way too concerned about temporal matters 
that are fleeting,- such as what people who do not know us think about us.  

a) From time to time I’ll run into someone who tells me they do not 
think they can show up at church again because they are too embarrassed 
by – their recent divorce, or the fact that they were fired from their job or 
that their kids were written up in the blotter. And it’s all I can do to keep 
from saying, “Trust me, no one is thinking about you. They are too busy 
worrying that everyone is talking about them.”  Maybe someone is talking 
about you – do not waste your time worrying about people who talk about 
things like that. They are small.  But, as a general rule, no one is thinking 
about you because they are too worried thinking that you are talking about 
them.    

                                                
 
8 The exception to this is “utter darkness” – which is found in the first chapter of Paul’s letter to Jude (Jude 1:6).  
 
9 The Greek word is gehenna, which is the term initially used to describe the location of the garbage dump in the Valley of 
Hinnon – a place designed as evil, vile and cursed because it’s where Israel’s wicked kings had sacrificed infants to Molech.  See 
2 Kings 16:3; 23:10; 2 Chr. 28:3; Jer. 7:31f. 
 
10 For what it’s worth, I do not think Christ’s statements about hell are to be understood literally. I think they are 
metaphors. And I think this for a few reasons, starting with the fact that I don’t know how you combine them. How 
do you have fire and darkness or a bottomless pit and a lake? I think what we have here is hyperbole. But before you 
relax, understand that hyperbole is what a writer uses when they are not able to accurately describe something with 
the words they have. I think the descriptions of heaven are the same – i.e., I do not think the streets of heaven will be 
paved in gold.  For one thing, Rev. 21:21 reports that they are paved with gold “like transparent glass.” I seems clear 
that our language is inadequate to capture how good heaven is (or how bad hell is), so we get statements such as 
this. Gold is not transparent. It is valuable – and glass used to be. I think what we have here is John trying to 
describe something that is indescribable, and so he ends up saying things like “gold like transparent glass.” 
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F. Reading on, V6.  We now have a statement intended to encourage us.  It’s 
designed to assure us that God knows us and everything that is happening to us and He 
has things under control: Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them 
is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. (I think I’m 
obliged to say something like, “that’s not quite the accomplishment for some of us that it 
used to be.”) Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. God has 
everything under control. He is aware of what is going on.  

G. Verse 8 – a key passage: I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before 
others, the Son of Man11 will also acknowledge before the angels of God. But whoever 
disowns me before others will be disowned before the angels of God.  

1. This is straightforward: we need a savior, a rescuer, an advocate to do for 
us what we cannot do for ourselves - to pay our moral debt. This is Jesus – the 
Son of Man. There have been other wise leaders, great teachers and moral 
reformers, but Jesus is unique in His claims to be God and man and to have been 
born in order to die. He lived a perfect life to show us what we should aspire to – 
he does call us up to be loving servants, advocates for the poor and oppressed. 
Jesus was a teacher and an example, but He also did for us what we cannot do or 
imitate: He lived a perfect life in order to satisfy the requirements of the law, and 
then He died for us. We need to embrace him. 

2. If Luke 12:8 is true – and I’m betting my life that it is – then your eternity 
hinges on your relationship with Jesus. “…whoever publicly acknowledges me 
before others, the Son of Man will also acknowledge before the angels of God. 
But whoever disowns me before others will be disowned before the angels of 
God.”  You need to stand with Jesus.  You need to be identified as one of His – to 
be a Christ-follower.  One of the ways we do this is by being baptized.   

a) Now, baptism is more than a statement that you identify with 
Christ, but it is that. And if you have not been baptized, it’s time to take 
that step. Sign up today. We have a baptism planned for August 16th.   

H. Reading on, we now come to a confusing statement – one that has been the 
subject of lots of discussion over the last 2,000 years. V10: And everyone who speaks a 
word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the 
Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 

                                                
11 Here is this big title that Christ claims over 80 times.  
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1. The unforgivable sin has been subject to some pretty scary interpretations. 
Some suggest that you commit it by renouncing your faith during a time of 
persecution; others by misinterpreting a passage of Scripture. A few have argued 
that this refers to any who attribute the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan.  

2. At one point I really read up on this and got comfortable with what I’ll call 
the consensus interpretation. It is not cursing God – which is a bad idea but not an 
unforgivable sin, just read the Psalms. There is more than a bit of smack talk in 
there. It is not denying God – which Peter did. Nor is it suffering from doubt.   

3. I believe that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is resisting all of the work 
of the Holy Spirit and ultimately rejecting Christ. Which means, as long as you 
are alive there is hope12  and if you worry that you have done this you most 
certainly have not.  

I. Finally, V11: When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do 
not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit 
will teach you at that time what you should say. 

IV. OK, so where are we? What are the key takeaways?  

A. I come away from this study aware that there is a lot to learn about fear – after all: 
1) there are a lot of fears out there; 2) we give a lot of power to the things we fear; and 3) 
courage may be one of the qualities most missing in today’s culture. My quick list of 
things that are important that I have left untouched includes things like: 

1. The fact that fear is normal.  Brave people are not brave because they lack 
fear but in spite of the fact that they feel it. We all get our cage rattled from time 
to time.13 Even Jesus appears a bit daunted in the Garden by what lies in front of 
him.  

                                                
 
12 Calvin’s long disquisition on this topic is worthy reading in its entirety, but it will suffice for our purpose to see 
where he will bring his argument in conclusion: “From all these things we can now gather that they sin against the 
Holy Spirit and are blasphemers who maliciously turn God’s powers, revealed to them by the Spirit and in which his 
glory should be celebrated, to dishonor, and, with Satan as their leader, are the professed enemies of God’s glory” 
(1972:2.45-46).   
 
13 When a friend of mine was overwhelmed by fear, a mutual friend sent him a note saying: 1) You are not a freak 
for feeling such despair!!! Three exclamation points for this point alone. It may feel that way, especially if you are 
surrounded by some strong, confident people. The dirty secret is that no one is really that strong. All of us lean on 
props for our security. The most confident who lose those props can quickly become devastated; 2) Even the Apostle 
Paul despaired of his life. It was the prayers of others (see II Cor. 1) that brought him out of it. Lots to consider 
there. It seems that those prayers were indispensable for his spiritual health. Paul’s own prayers were not sufficient.  
3) Cultivate the fear of God as much as possible. My own anxieties and struggles were clearly tied to taking too 
many cues from what others thought of me. When there was a critical mass of perceived / real criticisms directed my 
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2. I was reminded that when Roosevelt said, “All we have to fear is fear 
itself,” he was wrong. There are things worth fearing. 

3. I learned that our fears are often misplaced. One of the more bizarre 
articles I read this week explored a study that found that the people of South 
Korea are more frightened by a certain movie monster than they are by North 
Korea’s military regime. They probably want to rethink that.14 We need to rethink 
our concern over what others think about us. They need to stop watching movies 
monster movies.  

4. Tim Keller has noted that our fears tell us something about our idols.  
What we fear tells us something about what we love – and it might not be what 
we should love.  Fear and idolatry are linked.    

5. I think quite a bit could be said about the idea that we do not have a fear 
problem, what we have is a trust problem or an isolation problem. We are often 
scared because we are alone. Being with a friend is like turning on the lights in a 
dark room.15 

B. A lot more could be said about fear.  It’s a big deal. Fear attacks our soft spots. It 
robs us of joy. It holds us back. We need to pay more attention to what the Bible says 
about fear. How do we do that? I think this passage gives us three pieces of critical 
advice. 

1. We need to prioritize our fears.  Just as we get in trouble if we allow our 
loves to be disordered, we have problems if we have disordered fears. We need to 
cultivate a fear of God – which grows out of a clearer understanding of who He is, 
just how awesome and powerful He is. When we do this – when we rightly fear 
God, a lot of lesser fears go away.  We need not fear “mighty” things if we keep 
our eyes on the one who is Almighty.   

2. We need to make peace with the fact that we might suffer, even die – but 
that that is OK. If you know Christ, you are going to live forever with God. If you 
are in Christ, death is just a transition – and it’s a transition to a far better place! 
And the sooner you make peace with that, the freer you will be.    

                                                                                                                                                       
way, it became too much…; 4) Last, give yourself a break. You need some agenda-less time. Do the things that 
encourage you the most. Beating friends at stupid putting contests could be one of them. Whatever it takes. You 
must see yourself in a battle. You are wounded. Don’t think it is wise to go back to the front lines. It isn’t. I am 
praying for you.  
 
14 Aidan Foster-Carter, “Here There Be Monsters,” The New York Times, Aug. 11, 2006, p. A19. 
 
15 One of Satan’s most successful tactics is isolation. If he can convince us that we are alone – and without help – he 
can twist our perception to make us believe almost anything else he wants.  
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a) I got a pretty good glimpse of this about three days after my stroke.  
I was gaining some clarity, realizing that it wasn’t just the flu, that I was in 
neuro-ICU, had several teams of doctors attending to me and everyone had 
somber faces. I remember one morning thinking, “I should probably pay 
more attention here. I suppose I could die.” And when I thought that I 
remember: being sad – I didn’t want to leave Sheri or the boys; I 
remember feeling some regret – wondering why I’d played it so safe; and I 
remember a sense of peace. There was no fear. There was a sense that 
things would be a lot easier – I’d be done. And I’d get to meet Jesus.”   

b) Stop and think about this, the one who is telling us not to fear 
having people kill you is about to have people kill him. And He knows 
that. They are already mad at him and issuing threats. But He is not 
concerned with them. “They can crucify me. I’m not looking forward to 
that. But that’s the worst they can do. No bigs. I’ll be OK.”  Once you 
make peace with death, you have great freedom.16   

c) Living is actually harder than dying. If you live you have to 
navigate life in a broken world, get along with people who are hard to get 
along with, serve. You have to deal with your own sin nature. When we 
die we get to be with God where everything is as it should be.  

3. Finally – order our fears, making peace with the idea that the worst people 
can do is kill you, and that’s just a temporary transition to a better place – third: 
crucify your pride.   

a) One of the things we fear most is being looked down on, but if we 
own our own sin – and confess it – then this is no longer a problem. If we 
learn to laugh at ourselves, if we refuse to act like we are better than we 
are, then we become bullet proof.  

                                                
16 A friend of mine was talking to a member of a branch of the US special forces and was told – not surprisingly – 
that those who believe they will be killed are the most fearless and most dangerous. Correspondingly, those who are 
overwhelmed with fear are paralyzed. (This is something terrorist count on).  
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b) I love the story about Billy Graham. Years ago he was invited to 
speak at Harvard.  A friend of mine was there when he showed up at the 
Kennedy School of Government. He said that the room was full of tension 
– that lots of people there were only there to try to trip him up, and that 
after he spoke the first student to ask a question said, “Mr. Graham, you 
are a hypocrite. I read that years ago you had segregated seating at your 
Crusades in the South.”  My friend said the room got very quiet, and then 
Dr. Graham said, “I’m ashamed of that.17  But the truth is, you do not 
know the half of it. I’m far worse than that. Please do not hear me 
suggesting that I want you to look at me. I’m a sinful man.  But I am 
pointing you to someone who lived a perfect life and died in your place.”  
And at that point, all the anger went out of the room.  

c) If we blow the whistle on ourselves – if we crucify our pride – then 
a lot of things we might fear go away!   

C. There is a way forward.  It’s not always easy, but it is easier. Fear God and lesser 
fears go away; think about eternity and right size death so your fears there fall away, and 
learn to get over yourself.  Let me pray for us. 

V. Prayer 

VI. Communion:  

A. Jim Elliot – the Wheaton grad who was martyred in the middle of the 20th century 
alongside Olive Liefeld – who used to attend Christ Church – alongside her first husband.  
Jim Elliot wrote: 

1. In reading the Scriptures I find a great moral power. Therein am I made 
aware of two great forces for good in human experience; the fear of God and the 
grace of God. Without the fear of God I should not stop at doing evil; the fear of 
God restrains from evil. Without the grace of God I should have no desire to 
approach positive goodness. The one is a deterrent from evil; the other is an 
encouragement to good. 

B. In Psalm 130:3 we read: If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, who could stand? But 
with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 

                                                
17 Graham refused to participate in Crusades that did not allow people of color to attend, but for a while he did allow 
separated seating.  
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C. If God’s righteousness was the first and last word then our only right response 
would be fear, but in Christ we can draw near in confidence. We are not dead men 
walking because of what Jesus accomplished.  This table reminds us of that. 

D. Open Communion Table.   

VII. Announcements / Benediction  

A. Baptism Sign up 

B. Men and women – fear God and not man and life gets a lot easier. I’m not 
suggesting that fear is the only way we think about God. Those who suggest the word 
fear here doesn’t mean fear it only means “respect” are wrong. The word is fear.  But it is 
not the only way we are to think of him. He is not just fearful – he is not just so awesome 
and mighty and big and holy that we should quake as we think about him – He is also 
loving. To that end the benediction today comes from Romans 8, where Paul writes: 

1. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

VIII. Quotes 

A. Fear is a dirty enemy; it doesn’t fight fair. It finds our soft spots, our weak links, 
and mercilessly exploits them. It whispers lies in our ears at night and saps our strength in 
the morning.  Pete Wilson 

B. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom 
and instruction. Prov. 1:7 

C. Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe. 
Prov. 29:25 

D. A man who is intimate with God is not intimidated by man. Leonard Ravenhill 

E. Unite my heart to fear your Name.  Ps. 86:11 

F. Of all the sins of all God’s servants recorded in the Bible, perhaps the one that 
angers God most is fear. Eugene Peterson.18  

                                                
18 Eugene Peterson, The Art of Pastoring, p. 56.  
 



13 |  G r e a t e r  T h a n  -  F e a r  
 

Mike Woodruff © June 2015 

G. Fear without love is an unfree, servile disposition and love without fear is bold-
faced sentimentality.19  

H. The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear Him.  Ps. 25:14 
 

                                                
19 Dan Zink, “Who is This God We Serve: Reclaiming a Biblical Fear of God,” Covenant 
Seminary.edu/onlineResources 
 


